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ABSTRACT

Expanding hospitality and showing respect to guests is an appreciable culture and an essential symbol of
outstanding manners in Islamic society. Islam has placed a great standing on hospitality. This research
identifies the significance of hospitality, its values, and ethical standards of the host and the guest as well as
its impact on the Muslim community. In this research, some verses from the holy Quran, traditions, and
aphorisms about the hospitality of the Sunnah of the prophet (PUH) and the opinion of Islamic jurisprudence
are used as a sources. The research also focused on the prominence of hospitality in our present society and
revealed the significance of hospitality from both a guest's and host's point of view according to the Quran and
Sunnah.
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INTRODUCTION

Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala said- “but give [them] preference over themselves, even though they are in
privation. And whoever is protected from the stinginess of his soul - it is those who will be successful”.2 One
of the Islamic philosophies of life is "hospitality”. Hospitality is considered a virtue in Islam. Hazrat
Muhammad (sallal lahu alaihi wa sallam) urged to respect the guest. A Muslim must entertain and appreciate
the guest properly. Giving hospitality is an essential practice in Islam. Islam gives special importance to the
Muslim Ummah to be hospitable and to protect the honor of the guest. Islam discusses the hospitality of the
guest, what the guest should do, what the host should do, and the importance of hospitality.

Objectives Of The Research

Allahu subhanahu wa taala said-“And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me”.2 The
purpose of Islam is to turn people's whole lives into worship. Hospitality is also an act of worship whose real
purpose and reality is to gain the pleasure of Allah by extending hospitality and friendliness.

The main objectives of this research- are

e To know the significance of hospitality in Islam,
e To know how to please Allah through hospitality,
e To know how to practice Islam through hospitality

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

This study is an empirical analytical descriptive in nature. The researcher only used the texts from the Holy
Quran and the Hadith besides looking into the laws and provisions of hospitality concerning to the host and
the guest and their respective duties. The researcher reviewed the sources and references of Islamic
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jurisprudence, the modern resources, the prophet’s aphorisms and the clarifications of the Quran relating to
this topic.

Significance Of The Research

e Hazrat Muhammad (sallal lahu alaihi wa sallam) said-“and he who believes in Allah and the Last Day
should show hospitality to the guest and he who believes in Allah and the Last Day should either speak
good or better remain silent”.®

o The significance of our research is not only to introduce this means of maintaining social relations but
also to point out that a renewed society can be formed through the practice of hospitality. When the
lessons of hospitality are implemented, individuals and families will benefit and thrive. That is why the

importance, significance and necessity of hospitality is undeniable.
Significance Of Hospitality In Islam

Hospitality is one of the worships of the Islamic way of life. Hospitality is one of the steps to establishing good
relations. Hospitality helps in attaining closeness to Allah by maintaining good relations between people.
Below is a discussion about hospitality in Islam:

Hospitality Is A Sunnah Practice

Allah Ta'ala has discussed a Sunnah of Hazrat Ibrahim (peace be upon him) in Surah Hud verses 69-70 in the
Holy Qur'an. That is hospitality.

Hospitality was a natural sunnah of his( Ibrahim a.s.). He was the first to show hospitality on Earth. He had a
blessed habit of not eating until he had a guest or a companion at the table. If necessary, he would bring a
stranger to his house sit him at the table and then eat. Similarly, in the Muhammadan religion, eating together
instead of eating alone is a Sunnah practice. In Islam, this practice has been discussed with great importance.

It is in the Hadith that the Companions said to the Messenger of God, O Messenger of God We eat and drink;
but not satisfied. The Messenger of Allah, May God bless him and grant him peace, said, "Perhaps you should
eat separately.” They said yes. Now the Prophet said- “Eat together and mention the name of Allah. It will
bless your food.” Moreover, there is a famous saying- The best food is the food that involves more hands."

Thus it is proved by the narrations of many Companions and their practice of eating together that the
Messenger of Allah, may God bless him and grant him peace, did not usually eat alone.>

The Hospitality Of The Prophet Muhammad ( Pbuh)

e “The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was most kind, generous and famous for He
would not keep anything for himself, whatever came to him, he would immediately donate and distribute
among his companions.”® Anas Ibn Malik (Radiyallahu Anhu), the servant of the Prophet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, who was engaged in the service of the Prophet, may God bless him and
grant him peace, for ten years, while describing his charity and kindness, said,

In the era of Islam, when anything was asked of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace,
he never said no. Whenever he asked for something, he gave it immediately. Once a man came and asked
the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, and he gave him the goats between
two mountains. The man went to the people of his community and said, O people of my community!
Accept Islam. Because Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him peace, gives so much to people,
he does not lack fear.’

e Narrated in another narration, Anas Ibn Malek (Radiyallahu Anhu) said, “The Messenger of Allah did
not save anything for the next day".® Abdullah lon Abbas Radiyallahu Anhu said: "The Messenger of
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Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, was the most generous of people. And in the month of Ramadan
he gave the most. When Gabriel met him, he was more generous than a strong wind".® Jabir (Radiyallahu
Anhu), he said, "Whenever anything was asked of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace,
he never refused to give it".2°

Hospitality Is The Virtue Of The Prophets

o Hospitality is one of the tools for maintaining social relations. There is great joy and virtue in It is
indicative of goodness and greatness. It is also an important provision of Islam. The model of all prophets
and messengers. Because of this quality, the Holy Prophet (PBUH) was respected even by the infidels-
polytheists at that time.

o Hospitality is considered a virtue in Islam. Hospitality is the ideal of prophets. Allah Ta'ala said, about
Ibrahim(A.S.), “My angels came to Ibrahim with the good news (of a son). They said, 'Salaam.' He also
said, 'Salam." After that, in a short time, he brought the roasted beef.”*X Hazrat Ibn Abbas (RA) said, in
the Tafseer of this verse, Hazrat Jibreel(A.S.), Mikail (A.S.), and Israfil (A.S.) were among the angels
sent to Ibrahim (A.S.). They came to Ibrahim (a.s.) in human form. He thought of them as human beings
and arranged hospitality for them. lbrahim (a.s.) was the first to practice hospitality in the world.12

o lbrahim (peace be upon him) was the first to introduce the rule of hospitality. For example, in the hadith:
Abu Huraira, (may Allah be pleased with him) the Messenger of Allah,(PBUH) said: “Ibrahim Alaihis
Salam first introduced hospitality”:2

e Lut (peace be upon him) pleaded with Allah to protect the honor of his "So fear Allah and do not insult
me about my guests. Is there not a sensible person among you"?14

Hospitality Is A Faithful Duty For Muslims

Hospitality and hospitality strengthen the bond between people. Hospitality has been described as a virtue in
Islam. The Prophet (PBUH) urged to respect the guest. It is the religious duty of a Muslim to properly entertain
and appreciate the guest. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “he who believes in Allah and the Last Day
should show hospitality to the guest, and he who believes in Allah and the Last Day should either speak good
or better remain silent.”*2. In another narration, “He who does not show hospitality, there is no goodness in
him.”%6

Things To Do As A Host

Islam has given some guidelines for the host. If all these actions and manners are followed properly; they will
be entitled to more rewards and will be able to fulfill the rights of the guests properly. The tasks are discussed
below-

Inviting the believer

The Prophet (pbuh) instructed to nominate believers and pious persons in inviting. He said, "Do not make
friends of anyone except a believer and none should eat your food except those who fear Allah.” £ This
prohibition refers to “not befriending and associating with disbelievers (kafir)”. As Allah Ta’ala says,

You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day having affection for those who oppose Allah
and His Messenger, even if they were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their kindred. Those - He
has decreed within their hearts faith and supported them with spirit[1] from Him. And We will admit them to
gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally. Allah is pleased with them, and they are
pleased with Him - those are the party of Allah. Unquestionably, the party of Allah - they are the successful.'®

And by 'do not feed others except the Muttaqi’, the intention is; to make the companionship of the Muttaqi
necessary, mixing with them and abandoning the association with the sinners. That is to respect the Muttaqi.
Khattabi said; This instruction applies to invitations. Not in feeding the hungry. “They feed the needy, the
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orphans, and the captives for the love of Allah. (And they say) We feed you only for the pleasure of Allah,
and we seek no reward or gratitude from you."%2 And the prisoner is usually a disbeliever. Here is a warning
not to befriend a disbeliever person.

Selectively not inviting only the rich

It is not Islamic Shari'ah to selectively invite only the rich and leave out the poor. Nowadays people give
preference to the rich in invitations to receive gifts. It is mentioned in the hadeeth that it is an inferior event.
Narrated Abu Huraira: “The worst food is that of a wedding banquet to which only the rich are invited while
the poor are not invited. And he who refuses an invitation (to a banquet) disobeys Allah and His Apostle”.2

The invitation should not be for the expression of pride

Feeding people is a means of achieving good deeds and it is the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH). There is a
hadith, narrated by Abdullah Ibn Amr (R.A.), “A man asked the Prophet (" (3What sort of deeds or (what
qualities of) Islam are good?”’)The Prophet ((¥replied, 'To feed (the poor) and greet those whom you know
and those whom you do not know.”2 So we must take care that this act of achieving good does not become a
matter of pride. Otherwise, it would be a cause of sin. The purpose of feeding food is to gain reward, to follow
the Prophet and to strengthen the relationship of brotherhood.

Welcoming guests

It is mustahab to greet guests. The Prophet (pbuh) used to welcome guests who came to him. Ibnu Abbas
(R.A)) said that when the delegation of Abdul Qays tribe came to the Prophet (S.A.W.), he said: "Welcome,
O the delegation who have come! Neither you will have disgrace, nor you will regret.

Narrated in another narration- Umme Hani bint Abu Talib (RA) said, “I went to the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) in the year of the conquest of Makkah and saw that he was taking ablution and his daughter Fatima
(RA) was covering him. He said, | greeted him. He asked, who is this? | said, | am Umm Hani bint Abu Talib.
He said, ‘Marhaba, O Umm Hani’.

especting Guest

The command of the Prophet (pbuh) is to respect guests. Therefore, the host must respect the guest as much
as possible. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "Whoever believes in Allah and the Hereafter should
respect his guest." 24 So respecting guests is an expression of faith.

Serving the guest quickly and attending to their needs

Entertain the guest as soon as possible after his arrival. That is, serving food without delay. Because it is one
ofthe aspects of his respect and care. As Allah Ta’ala says, “Have you received the story of Ibrahim's honoured
guests? When they came to him and said, 'Salaam'. In reply, he also said, 'Salam'. They are strangers. Then he
quickly went stealthily to his family and brought a fat-fresh cow-calf (roasted). Then he presented it in front
of them and said, '"Would you not eat'?”2, It appears in this verse that lbrahim (A.S.) hastily prepared food for
the guests and served it before them. Apart from entertainment other needs such as: showing shower room,
toilet etc., provision of soap, oil, towels, etc.

Entertaining guests yourself

The guest should be entertained by the host himself as much as possible. As Ibrahim (as) himself arranged
food for the guests. This is why Imam Bukhari composed the chapter:" Honoring the guest and serving the
guest himself” paragraph 2.
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Putting guests before ourselves

Putting the guest above the needs of self and family. Allah's satisfaction can be obtained in this. In this case,
the incident of entertaining guests by Abu Talha (RA) and his wife is an example. Narrated Abu Hurairah
(RA):

A man came to the Prophet (PBUH). He sent people to his wives. They said, we have nothing but water. Then
the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) said, Who is there that you can take this person as a guest and eat with you?
Then a Companion of Ansar [Abu Talha (RA)] said, I With this he took the guest and said to his wife, Respect
the guest of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH). Wife said, we have nothing else in our house except food for
children. Anshar said, you prepare food, light the lamp and make the children sleep if they want food. He lit
the lamp, put the children to sleep, and presented what little food was ready. Pretending to fix the lamp, the
wife got up and extinguished the lamp. Then they both husband and wife started making noises like eating in
the dark and made the guest understood that they were also eating together. They both spent the whole night
without food. When he went to the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) in the morning, he said, "Allah has laughed
at you last night or said He was pleased and revealed this verse."” 'And they prefer them over themselves,
although they are the ones lacking. Those who have saved themselves from being stingy in heart, they are the
successful ones?’. 2,

Not showing annoyance or discomfort due to guest

Do not express resentment due to the arrival of guests. Even if there is resentment, it should be observed that
it should not be expressed in conversation and behaviour with him. Talk to him smilingly, well and meet him
spontaneously. Trying to make it appear to the guest that the host is happy with his arrival.

Accompanying the guest to the door of the house on parting

When the guest wants to leave, it is mustahab to accompany him to the door of the house. As generosity is
manifested in it, it is full of respect and care of the guest and an expression of his good hospitality.

Things To Do As A Guest

Islam has given some guidelines for the guest as well as the host. The essential 4 things to do on the guest are-
If these tasks are performed correctly, the society will be beautiful, mutual relations will be strong. Other
things to do are presented below.-

e He will sit where he is given a seat,

o He will be satisfied with the way the host entertains him,
e Do not leave his house without the permission of the host,
e At the end of the meal he will pray for the

Accepting the invitation

If someone is invited, one should accept the invitation. It should not be rejected on any pretext. The Prophet
(peace be upon him) said” Whoever is invited to a wedding or any similar event, let him accept it.”2 Elsewhere
the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “If any of you is invited to eat, let him accept it. Then eat if you wish
or abstain (from eating).”%

Not distinguishing between the rich and the poor in accepting invitations

“There should be no distinction between the rich and the poor in accepting invitations. Because if you do not
accept the invitation of the poor, the mutual bond between the members of the society will be broken. Fraternal
relations will be destroyed. Class discrimination will be created in society due to high-low distinction. And
because of this, the inviter will think the guest arrogant.”3!
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Participating while fasting

If someone invites you, you will participate in the fasting state. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “If any
of you is invited, let him accept it. If he is fasting, he will make supplication for the inviter. And if he is not
fasting, he will eat.”22 Elsewhere he said, "If any of you is invited to eat, let him accept it. If he is not fasting,
he should eat. And if he is fasting, he should pray for blessings for the inviter"

Do not delay going to the host’s house for long

If someone is invited, do not delay in going to the host's house, otherwise the host will be bored by waiting.
Again, do not move too quickly, so that the host arrives at his house before the food is ready. It may interfere
with his work 2

Permission to enter and leave the host's house

On entering the host's house, it is necessary to ask for permission by salam. So that the host can fix the interior
environment of the house and arrange suitable seating for the guest. And he can prepare food. Regarding taking
permission, Allah Ta’ala says,” O believers! Do not enter the House of the Prophet without waiting for the
food to be prepared for you to eat unless it is permitted to you. But when you are called, enter. Then go out
after eating. Don't indulge in unnecessary rumors.”*® Similarly at the time of farewell he should leave the
house with the permission of the host.

Staying not more than three days in the host's house

A guest should not stay in the host's house for more than three days when going somewhere. Because it is
against the Sunnah. As the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said in the hadith,

'"Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him respect his neighbor. He who believes in Allah and the
Last Day should respect his guest according to what he deserves. It was asked, what is the guest's right, O
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)? He said, to entertain well for one day and one night. And three days
of (ordinary) entertainment. If it is more than that, it is Sadagah for the host.2®

Ask permission from the host if a guest wants to bring someone

Many times when going to a feast, the guest is forced to take someone with him. In this case, the prior
permission of the host should be taken. On the authority of Abu Mas'ud Ansari (may Allah be pleased with
him), he said:

A man named Abu Shu'ayb of the tribe of Ansar had a butcher slave. He said to him, prepare some food for
me, | want to invite the Messenger of Allah (PBUH). He will be one of the five. Then he invited the Prophet
(pbuh). He was one of the five. Then a man started following them. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
"You have invited me as the fifth person among us.” This man came after us. You can allow him if you want,
and you can exclude him if you want. He said, 'l rather allow him'.3’

Dua of the guest for the host after taking the meal

It is Sunnah to make supplication for the host after taking food. The following supplications can be made for
the host: “O Allah! Bless them with the sustenance You have given them, forgive them and shower them with
mercy” 3 In another narration- “O Allah! You feed him, who fed me. And make him drink, who made me
drink.”%

Acknowledging the gratitude of the host

The host took pains to entertain the guest as best he could, for which the guest should acknowledge the
gratitude of the host. And if you do not give thanks, Allah will punish you. He said, “If you are grateful, I will
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surely give you more. And if you are ungrateful, then (remember) surely My punishment is severe™*?
Acknowledging people's gratitude is essential. Because he who does not thank people, cannot thank Allah.
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "He who does not show gratitude to people, does not show gratitude to
Allah."4

To return spontaneously and happily

After taking the meal, the guest should quickly return from the host's house happy. It is not advisable to disturb
the host by sitting there and spending time chatting. Allah Ta’ala says, "Then go out after eating. Don't indulge
in idle gossip."2 And if there is an urgent matter, it is polite to finish it briefly.

CONCLUSION

Finally, it can be said - in the light of this research, we have to pay attention to hospitality. May we become
self-confident in the core teachings of Islam, hospitality should not only be a tradition in our lives but maybe
a symbol of peace and harmony, for this, we must all strive. May Allah bless us (Ameen)
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