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ABSTRACT 

This study examined the link between engagement in vices and juvenile delinquency among secondary school 

students aged 18 and above in Kabacan, Cotabato. Using a descriptive-correlational design, data were collected 

from 100 respondents across four schools. The research analyzed the prevalence of vices such as smoking, 

alcoholism, gambling, illegal substance use, and online game addiction, alongside delinquent behaviors like 

truancy, vandalism, theft, and gang-related activities. Findings showed that online game addiction and 

smoking were the most common vices, while truancy was the most prevalent delinquent behavior. Significant 

correlations were observed between gambling and truancy, alcoholism and theft, and illegal substance use and 

gang-related activities. However, some relationships were found to be non-significant. The study concluded 

that while specific vices moderately influence juvenile delinquency, external factors like peer pressure, family 

dynamics, and socio-economic conditions also play crucial roles. It recommended targeted interventions from 

schools, families, and policymakers to address these issues and suggested further research on long-term effects 

and socio-cultural influences on delinquency. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Juveniles today are not the same. Juvenile people tend to be more assertive and fashion-forward all the time. 

They want to feel included in the community, so they participate in everything their peers do. These notions of 

children are the ones pressuring them to do things against their rights or to misuse their abilities. This is when 

vices start to creep into their lives and gradually alter them. As stated by Staff (2023), juvenile’s behavior has 

evolved over time, and currently, they exhibit increased aggression and a strong desire to stay up-to-date with 

trends.   

Molina (2016) stated that peer pressure, social concerns, family dynamics, and other variables all play a role in 

shaping the complicated issue of today’s changing behavior of youth, especially their engagement in vices. 

Teenagers that indulge in vices may do so through drugs, alcohol, sex, or other activities that are socially 

unacceptable or deemed immoral. In the study by Balsa et al. (2019), teenagers, in particular, often engage in 

vices like alcohol consumption, smoking, sexual activity, and drug use. Over time, these behaviors may 

become fixed and can harm academic performance, health, and relationships.    

The engagement in vices among juvenile students and their involvement in juvenile delinquency pose a 

significant challenge, particularly within secondary schools in Kabacan. These issues are influenced by various 

factors contributing to their development. Therefore, closely observing individuals within the school becomes 

a crucial factor in determining the perceived engagement in vices among juvenile delinquent students and their 

involvement in juvenile delinquency. Notably, there is limited research on this subject, especially in Kabacan, 

Cotabato. The researcher aims to explore the correlation between vices and juvenile delinquency to enhance 

comprehension. Additionally, the study aims to raise awareness about the consequences of these actions, 

impacting not only juvenile delinquent students but also individuals in general.  

http://www.rsisinternational.org/
https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2025.90400296


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN SOCIAL SCIENCE (IJRISS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6186 | DOI: 10.47772/IJRISS | Volume IX Issue IV April 2025 

Page 4158 www.rsisinternational.org 

 
 

 

 

The outcome of the study will serve as reference, offering guidance not just to juvenile delinquents but also 

individuals in general, in order for them to be aware about the consequences of their delinquent actions. 

Moreover, the findings of this study will serve as recommendations for school administrators to provide 

practical implications for addressing and mitigating vices and juvenile delinquency among students, enabling 

them to implement targeted interventions and preventive measures within the school. For parents, findings of 

this study may serve as reminders for them to be aware that juveniles may be given a certain degree of freedom 

but must also be restrained sometimes due to their varied exposures to vices. 

This study aimed to explore the correlation between vices and juvenile delinquency. Specifically, it was 

conducted to determine the perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of 

awareness, observation, and commonly observed vices; the involvement in juvenile delinquency; and if the 

different forms of vices significantly influence the perceived juvenile delinquency. This study was conducted 

in the Municipality of Kabacan, Cotabato specifically in secondary schools, in the second semester of school 

year 2024-2025. 

Theoretical Framework  

Social Control Theory of Travis Hirschi (1969) argues that there is a connection between vices and juvenile 

delinquency. According to this theory, people are motivated to follow norms and values because they have 

relationships with others, believe in the laws’ legitimacy, and fear social disapproval and punishment. If 

individuals lack these connections and beliefs, they are more likely to engage in behavior such as substance 

abuse and other vices. The theory suggests that interventions focusing on strengthening bonds and promoting 

beliefs about the law could effectively reduce vices associated to juvenile delinquency (Costello & Laub, 

2020).  

Conceptual Framework  

Figure 1 presents the conceptual framework showing the variables of the study. The independent variable is the 

perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students. The dependent variables include the 

involvements in juvenile delinquency of students in secondary schools in Kabacan, Cotabato.  

 

This study was tested at 0.05 level of significance. 

Ho1: There is no significant relationship between the perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent 

students and the involvement in juvenile delinquency among high school students in Kabacan, Cotabato.  
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Figure 1: Conceptual Framework of the Study  
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REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This section presents the relevant literature and studies from local and worldwide contexts. The researcher 

selected and found them to be helpful throughout the study so they have been included in this chapter.  

Vices  

Elujekwute (2019) defined social vices as acts of misconduct, encompassing behaviors and conditions that 

contravene societal norms and values. These encompass immoral activities like cultism, robbery, ritual 

killings, kidnapping, smoking, drug peddling, and more. The absence of discipline, which disrupts the 

educational process, becomes evident through various manifestations such as bullying, vandalism, alcohol and 

substance abuse, trance-like behavior, and a reluctance or inability to complete homework. The causes of 

indiscipline in secondary schools in Nigeria are attributed to factors like authoritarian teaching methods, 

unprofessional staff conduct, harsh school regulations, ineffective communication, insufficient school 

facilities, and influences from both home and society.  

Smoking. Page (2015) stated that youth smoking presents a significant public health challenge in Southeast 

Asia, where perceived peer behavior is identified as a key factor shaping smoking behaviors among 

adolescents. Extensive research indicates that adolescents are predisposed to substance use if they perceive 

their peers to be engaging in similar behaviors. This study sought to assess high school students’ perceptions of 

peer cigarette smoking across three Southeast Asian nations and to examine the relationship between these 

perceptions and their own smoking habits. The findings revealed that while the majority of students perceived 

their peers as non-smokers, a significant portion believed that most peers were current smokers. Remarkably, 

those holding the latter belief exhibited a higher likelihood of being current smokers themselves compared to 

their counterparts who perceived fewer peers as smokers. These results underscore the importance of public 

health interventions aimed at rectifying misconceptions surrounding youth smoking prevalence, which could 

potentially mitigate adolescent smoking rates.   

Alcoholism. The study by Posavec et al. (2022) explored the prevalence of alcohol use among secondary 

school students in a national sample, emphasizing the need for targeted prevention and intervention strategies. 

The findings indicated that a significant proportion of secondary students reported experimenting with alcohol, 

with variations in rates across different regions. The study highlighted the influence of psychosocial factors, 

such as peer and parental influence, on students’ alcohol consumption. The prevalence of alcohol consumption 

among high school students is a significant concern. A cross-sectional study reported that 92.4% of all students 

had tried alcoholic beverages, with the highest percentage in vocational schools. The study also emphasized 

the importance of addressing students’ attention to the negative effects of alcohol and promoting alternative 

ways to have fun and relaxation.   

A comprehensive study conducted by Schmengler et al. (2022) investigated the link between adolescent 

alcohol consumption and educational outcomes. The study involved a diverse sample of secondary students 

from urban and suburban areas. The research revealed a significant correlation between frequent alcohol 

consumption during adolescence and an elevated risk of school dropout. Students who engaged in regular 

alcohol use were more likely to discontinue their education prematurely compared to their non-consuming 

peers. The study identified various contributing factors, including increased absenteeism, decreased 

engagement in school activities, and a higher likelihood of disciplinary issues, which collectively amplified the 

risk of dropout among adolescent alcohol consumers.   

Gambling. Lesieur and Klein (2017) administered a questionnaire to 892 high school students from four New 

Jersey high schools to assess their gambling habits. The results revealed that 91% of the students had engaged 

in gambling at least once in their lives, 86% had gambled within the past year, and 32% had gambled weekly. 

Utilizing an index validated in prior studies (Lesieur et al., 1986), it was found that 5.7% of the students 

exhibited clear indicators of pathological gambling. This pathological gambling index exhibited correlations 

with variables such as gender, parental gambling issues, academic performance, and the frequency of gambling 

activities among the students.    

http://www.rsisinternational.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN SOCIAL SCIENCE (IJRISS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6186 | DOI: 10.47772/IJRISS | Volume IX Issue IV April 2025 

Page 4160 www.rsisinternational.org 

 
 

 

 

Illegal substance. According to Ozeylem et al. (2021), substance use presents a pervasive public health 

challenge among adolescents in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), yet the factors associated with 

this phenomenon remain inadequately elucidated. The study aimed to investigate individual and interpersonal 

determinants contributing to substance use risk among adolescents across six ASEAN LMICs (Indonesia, 

Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, and Thailand). Analyzing data from 57,825 adolescents (52.64% girls; 

median age = 14 years old) who participated in the Global School-based Student Health Survey (GSHS), the 

study estimated weighted prevalence for each country and utilized multilevel models to assess the impact of 

risk factors on substance use prevalence. Findings revealed a substantial prevalence of substance use across all 

six ASEAN LMICs, with Thailand, Laos, and the Philippines exhibiting higher prevalence rates of alcohol, 

smoking, and drug use among adolescents. Adolescents who experienced bullying and lacked close friendships 

demonstrated elevated prevalence rates of alcohol and drug use. Problematic drinking and smoking were more 

prevalent among older adolescents; while smoking and drug use were more common among boys. 

Additionally, frequent worry, loneliness, and regular physical activity emerged as predictors of heavy and 

binge drinking among adolescents. This study contributes valuable insights into the specific risk factors 

associated with substance use among adolescents and underscores the urgent need for strengthened 

interventions, legislative policies, and professional support to mitigate substance use in ASEAN LMICs.   

Online game addiction. According to Labana et al. (2020), the World Health Organization recognizes online 

game addiction as a mental health condition. The Philippines is witnessing a surge in excessive online gaming, 

with a recorded 29.9 million gamers in the country. Concurrently, there is an uptick in the incidence of 

depression. This correlational analysis examined the relationship between online game addiction and 

depression among Filipino adolescents. The study involved 300 adolescents, comprising 59% males and 41% 

females. Among them, 53 respondents (12.0% males, 5.7% females) exhibited high levels of online game 

addiction based on their elevated VAT scores. Additionally, 37 respondents (6.7% males, 5.7% females) 

reported moderately severe depression, while 6 females (2.0%) experienced severe depression. The study 

found a positive correlation between online game addiction and depression (r=0.31; p<0.001). Furthermore, 

multiple regression analysis revealed that depression served as a predictor of online game addiction 

(Coefficient=0.0121; 95% CI- 8.1924 – 0.0242; p=0.05).  

Dumrique and Castillo’s (2018) investigation aimed to evaluate the influence of online gaming on the 

academic performance and social conduct of students at the Polytechnic University of the Philippines - 

Laboratory High School. Additionally, the study aimed to explore the significant correlation between engaging 

in online gaming and students’ academic performance and social behavior. The findings indicated a gender 

disparity in gaming activity, with boys displaying a higher propensity for gaming compared to girls, 

particularly favoring multiplayer games like League of Legends, Clash of Clans, and Crossfire. The study 

identified the typical age range of online gamers as 14-15 years old, typically corresponding to Grade 8 

students, with an average weekly allowance ranging from 101 to 500 pesos. Despite engaging in online 

gaming, students demonstrated a conscientious approach to managing their academic responsibilities, 

recognizing the importance of self-regulation to maintain academic performance. They limited gaming 

activities to vacations and weekends, prioritizing academic commitments during school days. Notably, 

students displayed adept social skills and maintained satisfactory academic performance despite their gaming 

habits. However, the study acknowledged the challenge of abstaining from gaming entirely, suggesting that 

moderation is key and emphasizing the importance of discipline in managing gaming habits.  

Juvenile Delinquency    

Abhishek and Balamurugan (2023) pointed out a notable increase in the number of juveniles discontinuing 

their education for various reasons. This issue initiates a chain reaction, as when a juvenile drops out of middle 

or high school, the probability of them engaging in deviant behaviors significantly rises. Olubiyi et al. (2019) 

defined deviance as any behavior that deviates from societal norms. By choosing to leave school, these 

juveniles put themselves at a considerable disadvantage since education is highly valued by society and 

directly correlates with access to job opportunities. The primary objective of this study is to identify and 

analyze the factors contributing to juvenile dropouts and their involvement with the criminal justice system 

due to deviant behaviors. Fernández-Suárez et al. (2016) argued that juvenile dropouts often resort to gang 
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violence, child prostitution, and criminal activities. Additionally, other significant factors such as single-parent 

households, peer pressure, and teenage pregnancies contribute to juvenile delinquency among high school 

dropouts. This research offers potential solutions and insights that could lead to reforms in the educational 

system and a reduction in the number of incarcerated juveniles resulting from their deviant behaviors.  

  

Bullying. In a city in North India, 1 out of every 4 juveniles faces bullying at school. Bullying happens more 

among boys and in certain types of schools. It is also linked to emotional and behavioral issues (Rana et al., 

2020). A study looked at data from a survey in the Philippines from 2021. It found that certain things like 

being bullied and other factors were linked to juvenile thinking about or trying to hurt themselves. Girls were 

more likely to think about hurting themselves, especially if they were bullied, did not have close friends, felt 

lonely, or drank alcohol. Boys were more likely to try to hurt themselves. The study found many things that 

could lead to suicidal behavior, like not having close friends, feeling lonely, being anxious, drinking alcohol, 

getting into fights, being bullied, being physically attacked, or skipping school (Chiu & Vargo, 2021). This 

review explores the issue of bullying in schools, viewing it as a form of juvenile delinquency. It examines the 

factors leading kids to bully others and how it impacts both the victims and the bullies themselves. It also 

discusses the actions schools and communities can take to address this issue. Furthermore, it stresses the 

importance of understanding the root causes of bullying and the need for effective prevention and intervention 

measures. Moreover, it underscores the importance of fostering a supportive and inclusive school environment 

to prevent bullying from occurring (Lee et al., 2022).    

Vandalism. According to Johnson (2015), school vandalism refers to the deliberate or malicious destruction of 

school property, including buildings, furnishings, and equipment, which can involve actions like breaking 

glass and creating graffiti. Robers et al. (2013) discovered no noticeable difference in the proportion of male 

and female students who reported witnessing hate-related graffiti at school in 2011. Noteworthy instances of 

school vandalism with significant social implications include vandalism of media centers, gang- related 

graffiti, and hate-driven graffiti (Johnson, 2015).   

A study investigating public school vandalism among students in grades 7 through 12 revealed that vandalism 

peaked in Grade 7 and decreased progressively with each higher grade level. Remarkably, students in the 

lowest academic track demonstrated the highest inclination for school vandalism. Among high school students, 

a notable predictor of vandalism was prior engagement in such acts during junior high. Furthermore, factors 

such as belonging to higher socioeconomic families and having lower absenteeism were associated with 

vandalism. Surprisingly, vandals did not exhibit more negativity towards themselves, their classes, or school in 

general compared to non-vandals. Both groups displayed a similar level of tolerance towards vandalism. This 

research carries implications for various theories, suggesting a shift towards paradigm analysis in delinquency 

and deviancy research (Tygart, 2014).   

In their study conducted in metro Manila, Philippines, Gutierrez and Shoemaker (2017) collected self-report 

data from 633 students across public and private schools. They observed that while overall delinquency 

prevalence was higher among males compared to females, there were no significant differences between 

socioeconomic classes. However, gender and class disparities were evident concerning various types of 

delinquency, including overt property offenses, covert property offenses, theft, swindling, vandalism, drug 

abuse, alcohol and cigarette use, and status offenses. Lower class boys exhibited higher rates of violent 

offenses and more public forms of delinquency, while covert delinquency was more prevalent among middle- 

and upper-class students. Notably, among females, self-reported delinquency rates were consistently highest 

among upper- class girls.  

Sexual activity. Weber et al. (2019) conducted a comprehensive investigation into the sexual behavior of 1255 

adolescents within a juvenile detention center, utilizing a health questionnaire. Their findings revealed that 

over 80% of the adolescents reported engaging in sexual activity.  Remarkably, females typically initiated 

sexual activity at the tender age of 13, while males often commenced before reaching the age of 10. The 

majority of sexually active adolescents disclosed recent intercourse, and the frequency of sexual activity 

increased with age. Additionally, females were disproportionately more likely to report instances of sexual 
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misuse, and the propensity to openly discuss sexual experiences grew with advancing age. The prevalence of 

prepubertal sexual activity among the surveyed population suggests that it may be more pervasive than 

previously acknowledged, underscoring the necessity for further investigation into its prevalence among 

demographically similar cohorts.   

According to a study by Pinter and Tomori (2000), the average age of students surveyed was 17.5 years. The 

majority had engaged in kissing (70%) and caressing (59%), with fewer having experience in petting (43%). 

About 38% had experienced sexual intercourse, with a median age of 18.5 years for the first time. The main 

reasons cited for first sexual intercourse were love (45%), accident (22%), and curiosity (15%). Condoms were 

the most commonly used contraceptive method (60%), followed by the pill (14%), with some using 3320 

coitus interruptus (4%), other methods (3%), or none (19%). Students identified friends (26%), parents (19%), 

and professionals (15%) as preferred sources of sexual information, rather than schools. This suggests that by 

age 18.5, half of secondary school students in Slovenia have had sexual intercourse, with most using condoms 

as contraception, and seeking information primarily from peers, parents, and professionals rather than schools.   

Upadhyay and Hindin (2016) conducted a study focusing on adolescents aged 14 to 16, revealing that those 

who observed their peers participating in romantic activities such as dating, physical affection, and sexual 

behavior were significantly more likely to engage in similar behaviors by ages 17 to 19. The study found that 

for each additional perceived behavior among friends, there was a 15% increased likelihood of early sexual 

activity among boys (p = .02) and a 19% increased likelihood among girls (p < .002), even after controlling for 

factors such as maternal disapproval of premarital sex and other relevant variables.  

Obscene language. According to Green (2018), the use of obscene language among juveniles in school 

settings are often perceived as a disruptive behavior that can contribute to a negative learning environment. 

This perception is supported by findings from a study conducted by Shek and Lin (2017), which revealed a 21 

correlation between frequent use of obscene language and increased disciplinary actions within schools. 

Moreover, research by Methven (2017) suggests that the use of obscene language among juveniles may be 

indicative of underlying behavioral issues or peer influence. They found that juveniles who frequently engage 

in obscene language often exhibit other forms of disruptive behavior, such as defiance towards authority and 

aggression towards peers. The impact of obscene language on academic performance and social relationships 

among juveniles has also been investigated. A study by Knirnschild (2015) found that exposure to obscene 

language in school environments can lead to decreased concentration levels and increased stress among 

students, ultimately affecting their academic achievements.  

Addressing the perception of obscene language as a juvenile delinquency in schools, interventions aimed at 

promoting positive behavior and fostering a respectful learning environment have been proposed. 

Subsequently, strategies such as implementing anti-bullying programs, promoting empathy and emotional 

intelligence, and providing counseling services for students exhibiting disruptive behavior have shown 

promising results (Foote & Woodward, 2013).     

Gang war or riot. Numerous socioeconomic problems, such as poverty, limited access to educational 

opportunities, and neighborhood violence, are frequently the root cause of gang-related confrontations in 

schools. Jocano (2014) asserted that underprivileged juvenile may join gangs in an effort to feel safe or like 

they belong, particularly in settings with a shortage of supportive adults and strong role models. Conflicts also 

escalate due to peer pressure, territorial disputes, and the quest for power and status within the gang hierarchy 

(Rodell, 2015).   

The impacts of gang conflicts and riots in educational environments extend beyond mere physical injuries 

suffered by those directly involved. Kaufman (2021) underscored their extensive effects, highlighting the 

detrimental influence on academic performance, the overall school atmosphere, and the community’s 

perception of safety. Further, gang-related violence perpetuates a cycle of retaliation and fear, exacerbating the 

destabilization of the learning environment and hindering educational advancement (Glaser, 2018).   

Moreover, the widespread fear and intimidation stemming from gang activities extend beyond school 

boundaries, infiltrating neighboring communities and fostering an atmosphere of insecurity and distrust. This 
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not only compromises the physical well-being of residents but also undermines efforts toward social cohesion 

and economic progress in affected areas (Kadir, 2022).  

Robbery or theft. Juvenile delinquency is a pressing issue in the Philippines, particularly in the Western 

Visayas region, where crimes such as theft and robbery are prevalent among young offenders. Pugon-Perez 

(2016) conducted a survey revealing that theft ranked as the top crime committed by delinquents aged 10 to 15 

years old in that region.  Estoro (2023) conducted a local study on the typical profile of a Filipino delinquent, 

highlighting that males between 14 to 17 years old are most commonly involved in juvenile delinquency, with 

poverty as a significant contributing factor where theft emerged as the predominant crime.   

The root causes of juvenile delinquency in the Philippines are multifaceted, with poverty identified as a 

primary catalyst pushing children towards delinquent activity (Business Mirror, 2022b). Additionally, 

syndicate activities and the susceptibility of children, particularly in marginalized communities, exacerbate the 

issue.   

Recent reports underscore the magnitude of juvenile involvement in theft and robbery incidents in certain cities 

and even in school, emphasizing the pervasive nature of this problem (Cebu Daily News, 2022b). This 

highlights the urgent need for comprehensive interventions to address juvenile delinquency and its underlying 

societal determinants in the Western Visayas region and beyond.     

Truancy. Vaughn et al. (2013) addressed truancy as a longstanding issue in the United States with detrimental 

effects on youth, including substance use and dropout rates. Despite its recognized impact, limited research has 

focused on its underlying causes. Utilizing data from the 2009 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, the 

study examines the prevalence and associated factors of truancy among adolescents. Results reveal that 

approximately 11% of 12-17 years old reported skipping school in the previous month. Truancy correlates with 

externalizing behaviors, insufficient parental involvement, and poor school engagement and performance. The 

study underscores implications for theoretical frameworks, prevention strategies, and policy formulation.   

Inman (2015) investigated the relationships between skipping school, regular attendance, and juvenile 

delinquency. The study utilized data from three distinct student groups: a group of 108 students, a second 

group of students absent for 0–9 days, 10–19 days, and 20 or more days (randomly selected), and a third group 

consisting of two subgroups of 32 students each. All samples were drawn from students in Wayne County 

School System in 2003–2004. Employing a causal- comparative research design, the study tested three 

hypotheses. Results indicated no correlation between the number of days absent and juvenile crime, but 

significant differences were observed among students absent for varying durations concerning juvenile crime 

rates. Particularly, students charged with truancy exhibited a significantly higher likelihood of engaging in 

other juvenile crimes compared to those not charged with truancy, underscoring a link between truancy, 

absenteeism, and juvenile delinquency.   

Baker (2021) discusses the pervasive issue of truancy among students, highlighting its potential as a precursor 

to serious juvenile delinquency and its enduring impact into adulthood, contributing to various negative 

outcomes. The author emphasizes the necessity of implementing effective interventions aimed at chronically 

truant youth, targeting the underlying causes of their absenteeism to mitigate the risk of delinquency and other 

adverse behaviors. This review provides an overview of truancy, examines its correlations with family, school, 

economic, and student-related factors, emphasizes its predictive value in relation to delinquency, including 

daytime criminal activities, and assesses its broader societal and financial ramifications. 

METHODOLOGY 

The purpose of this study was to explore the correlation between vices and juvenile delinquency. This chapter 

discusses the method used in the study, the source of data, the locale of the study, the sampling technique, the 

data gathering procedure, the instrument, the statistical treatment of data, and ethical considerations.   
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Research Design    

The research method for this study was descriptive-correlation. Descriptive-correlational studies aim to 

identify relationships between variables without manipulating them (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). My study 

seeks to explore the correlation between two phenomena engagement in vices and juvenile delinquency 

making this design suitable. Surveys were administered to secondary schools in Kabacan, Cotabato, with 100 

secondary students serving as respondents. The survey inquired about the engagement in vices of delinquent 

students as perceived by respondents and their involvement in juvenile delinquency.  

Respondents    

In conducting the survey, the researcher adhered to specific criteria in selecting the subjects of the study. This 

study targeted respondents who were students aged 18 years old and above from Kabacan National High 

School, Osias High School, Gil Manalo High School, and St. Luke’s Institute, with a total of 25 respondents 

from each of these secondary schools.  

Sampling Procedure    

The researcher employed the simple random sampling technique to ensure that each eligible student had an 

equal chance of being selected as a respondent. The population consisted of senior high school students (aged 

18 and above) from four secondary schools in Kabacan, Cotabato: Kabacan National High School, Osias High 

School, Gil Manalo High School, and St. Luke’s Institute. 

From each school, 25 students were randomly chosen, for a total of 100 respondents. The selection process 

involved listing all eligible students from each school who met the age criterion, assigning them numbers, and 

then randomly drawing numbers using a lottery method. This approach minimized bias and ensured that the 

sample was representative of the target population.   

Research Instrument   

In gathering data for this study, the researcher used a survey questionnaire. The independent variable, 

pertaining to the perceived engagement in vices among juvenile delinquent students, was segmented into three 

categories on awareness, observation, and commonly observed vices. On the other hand, the dependent 

variable focused on their involvement in juvenile delinquency. 

The researcher used a self-constructed questionnaire for data gathering. The questionnaire was based on the 

objectives of the study and supported by the review of related literature. It was validated by experts and 

individuals who were inclined to the subject matter due to their profession, work experience, and academic 

qualifications. 

Data Collection Procedure  

This study was carried out according to protocols. To achieve its goals and ensure its validity, the researcher 

took the following steps: (1) used a survey questionnaire to collect data from the 100 respondents; (2) obtained 

consent from the head of the University of Southern Mindanao's Department of Criminal Justice Education; (3) 

drafted a letter of confidentiality; and (4) communicated with the respondents. 

Data Analysis    

The questionnaire responses underwent statistical analysis using the study’s data instrument. Analysis and 

interpretation of the data involved the utilization of frequency, percentage, weighted mean, and mean. To 

assess the correlation between the independent and dependent variables, the Pearson Product of Correlation 

was employed at a significance level of 0.05. 
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Ethical Considerations   

In conducting this study, it was imperative to uphold the highest standards of ethical research, particularly 

given the involvement of minors. The privacy and confidentiality of all participants were strictly protected, 

with special care taken to ensure that vulnerable populations, including underage students, were not exposed to 

harm or discomfort. Participation in the study was entirely voluntary, and additional safeguards were 

implemented for minors, including securing parental or guardian consent alongside assent from the minors 

themselves, in accordance with ethical research protocols. 

All data collected were used exclusively for academic and research purposes and were handled with utmost 

discretion. No information that could potentially identify any participant was included in the final analysis or 

shared publicly. To further ensure the ethical soundness of the study, the Ethics Review Committee of the 

University of Southern Mindanao rigorously reviewed and approved the research design, confirming 

compliance with the following principles: 

Voluntary Participation: Respondents were never coerced or pressured into participating and could withdraw at 

any time without consequence. 

Informed Consent: All participants—and in the case of minors, their guardians—were fully informed of the 

study’s goals, procedures, and potential implications prior to participation. 

No Risk of Harm: The study was designed to avoid any psychological, emotional, or physical harm to 

participants. 

Privacy and Confidentiality: All information provided by respondents was treated with strict confidentiality 

and was not disclosed to unauthorized parties. 

Additionally, in acknowledging the complexity and sensitivity of juvenile delinquency, the study recommends 

the integration of qualitative data, such as interviews or focus group discussions, to provide richer, more 

nuanced insights into participants' lived experiences. This would not only deepen the understanding of the 

social and personal dynamics behind the observed correlations but also give voice to the perspectives of 

adolescents, allowing for a more holistic interpretation of their behaviors and motivations.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This section includes a presentation of the results and a discussion of the objectives of study including 

determining the perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms; awareness, 

observation, and commonly observed vices; the involvement in juvenile delinquency; and if the different forms 

of vices significantly influence the perceived juvenile delinquency. 

Perceived Engagement in Vices of Juvenile Delinquent Students  

Awareness. Table 1 shows the perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of 

awareness. The highest mean was 3.13 with a verbal description of agree. The respondents believed that they 

were aware of the types of vices commonly engaged in by juvenile delinquent students and know the impact of 

vices on the academic performance of juvenile delinquent students. This means that the respondents 

acknowledge or observe the behavior or belief to a considerable extent. However, the lowest mean was 2.71 

with the verbal description of agree. The respondents were aware of the support systems available for juvenile 

delinquent students dealing with vices.  

The study revealed that respondents possess a notable level of awareness regarding the types of vices 

commonly associated with juvenile delinquency and their impact on academic performance. With a mean score 

of 3.13 and a corresponding verbal interpretation of "agree," the findings suggest that respondents have a 

considerable understanding of risky behaviors exhibited by juvenile delinquents and their adverse educational 

consequences. 
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Supporting literature highlights the widespread nature of these behaviors and their underlying causes. Jessor 

(2019) noted that adolescents often engage in risky behaviors, such as substance use, vandalism, and gambling, 

due to psychosocial factors, including peer influence and sensation-seeking tendencies, exacerbated by a lack 

of protective environments. Similarly, Thornberry and Krohn (2023) emphasized the role of peer groups in 

encouraging self-reported delinquent activities, such as smoking, theft, and drug use, which may go unreported 

but are common among juveniles. Finkelhor et al. (2020) further asserted that environmental and 

developmental influences significantly shape adolescents’ engagement in such behaviors, potentially leading to 

long-term consequences.  

Awareness of Impact on Academic Performance Respondents also demonstrated an understanding of the 

detrimental effects of vices on academic outcomes, indicating awareness of how these behaviors impair 

educational progress. Henry and Huizinga (2017) linked juvenile delinquency with academic 

underachievement, highlighting that students involved in risk behaviors exhibit lower school engagement and 

higher dropout rates. Bradley and Greene (2023) underscored the profound impact of health-related behaviors, 

including substance use and smoking, on cognitive function and academic performance in high school 

students. Additionally, Balsa, Giuliano, and French (2021) emphasized that alcohol consumption among 

adolescents correlates strongly with poor academic outcomes, as it disrupts study habits, reduces focus, and 

increases absenteeism. Collectively, these findings demonstrate that risky behaviors directly compromise 

educational attainment and long-term academic success. Further, while respondents acknowledge the presence 

of support systems to some extent, as indicated by a mean score of 2.71 and a verbal interpretation of "agree," 

their awareness of these resources is relatively lower than their understanding of vices and their impact. This 

suggests a gap in knowledge or accessibility regarding programs aimed at intervention and rehabilitation for at-

risk students.  

Research emphasizes the importance of such support mechanisms. Catalano et al. (2018) highlighted the 

effectiveness of positive youth development programs that offer mentorship, education, and peer support in 

reducing risky behaviors among juveniles. Shader (2023) stressed that early intervention and access to 

community-based support systems are critical for mitigating delinquent behaviors and promoting reintegration 

into positive social roles. Further, Hawkins and Weis (2020) advocated for community and social development 

models that strengthen bonds between youth, their families, and their communities to prevent engagement in 

vices. These findings underscore the necessity of raising awareness and ensuring accessibility to support 

systems for juvenile delinquents. 

Table 1.1. Perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of awareness. 

VARIABLES MEAN DESCRIPTION 

1. Types of vices commonly engaged in by juvenile delinquent students 3.13 Agree 

2. Good understanding of the reasons why juvenile delinquent students 

engage in vices 

3.01 Agree 

3. Familiarity with the warning signs that indicate a student might be 

engaging in vices 

2.93 Agree 

4. Impact of vices on the academic performance of juvenile delinquent 

students. 

3.13 Agree 

5. Knowledge on social and emotional consequences of vices for juvenile 

delinquent students. 

3.11 Agree 

6. Understanding roles of peer influence on engagement to vices among 

juvenile delinquent students 

3.07 Agree 
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7. I am aware of the support systems available for juvenile delinquent 

students dealing with vices 

2.71 Agree 

8. Cognizance on the difference between occasional and habitual 

engagement in vices among juvenile delinquent students 

2.82 Agree 

9. Informed about the legal consequences of engaging in certain vices for 

juvenile delinquent students 

2.96 Agree 

10. Understanding of how family dynamics can contribute to a juvenile 

delinquent student’s engagement in vices 

2.99 Agree 

Mean 2.99 Agree 

3.50 - 4.00 Strongly agree The respondent completely denies or does not observe the stated 

behavior or belief. 

2.50 - 3.49 Agree The respondent partially denies or does not strongly observe the 

behavior or belief. 

1.50 - 2.49 Disagree The respondent acknowledges or observes the behavior or belief to a 

considerable extent. 

1.00 - 1.49 Strongly disagree The respondent fully acknowledges or frequently observes the stated 

behavior or belief with high certainty. 

Observation. Table 1.2 reveals the respondents' observations regarding juvenile delinquent students engaged 

in vices. Data show that the variable with the highest mean was "The student is frequently observed using 

alcohol or illegal substances" with the mean of 2.99, indicating that this behavior was the most commonly 

observed among juvenile delinquents. Conversely, the variable with the lowest mean was "The student is 

frequently involved in stealing or shoplifting" with the mean of 2.65, suggesting that these behaviors were less 

commonly reported but remained relevant indicators of delinquent activity. The overall mean score of 2.85, 

which belonged to the range of “agree” indicates a consistent acknowledgment of these behaviors as observed 

among students. 

Table 1.2 sheds light on the various delinquent behaviors exhibited by juvenile students, emphasizing different 

degrees of involvement in activities such as substance use, stealing, and shoplifting. The variable with the 

highest mean score of 2.99 was, "The student is frequently observed using alcohol or illegal substances," 

which indicates that substance use was notably prevalent among delinquent students.  

Results support that of Gatti et al. (2016) who noted that substance use is one of the most significant predictors 

of delinquent behavior in adolescence, with alcohol and drug use serving as gateways to other forms of 

antisocial behavior. Cauffman and Steinberg (2018) emphasized that adolescents are more likely to engage in 

risky behaviors such as substance use due to underdeveloped prefrontal cortex areas responsible for decision-

making and impulse control, making them more susceptible to peer influence and environmental stressors. 

Furthermore, Newcomb and Bentler (2019) concluded that adolescents who engage in drug use are at a higher 

risk of continuing criminal behavior into adulthood. The relationship between drug use and delinquency is 

complex, influenced by both individual personality factors and social contexts. Moffitt and Caspi (2021) 

explained that the early onset of substance use in adolescence is strongly associated with persistent antisocial 

behavior, which can escalate into more serious criminal offenses, including violent crimes. Additionally, Doran 

et al. (2017) discussed how adolescent marijuana and alcohol use often co-occur with other externalizing 

behaviors, such as aggression and delinquency, reinforcing a pattern of risk-taking and deviant behavior. 

Conversely, the lowest mean score of 2.65 was, "The student is frequently involved in stealing or shoplifting," 

which indicates that while these behaviors are present, they occur less frequently among the delinquent 
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students in the sample. It conforms to Browning and Lichter (2018) who reported that property crimes such as 

stealing are less frequently reported among adolescents compared to other forms of delinquency, yet they 

remain significant indicators of antisocial behavior, particularly in urban settings where economic disparity is 

more pronounced. Tolan and Gorman-Smith (2020) argued that family dynamics play a crucial role in the 

likelihood of adolescent involvement in property offenses. Youths exposed to familial conflict and neglect are 

more likely to engage in behaviors like stealing or shoplifting as a means of gaining attention or resources. 

Ginsburg and Silverman (2016) noted that while property offenses like shoplifting are often seen as minor 

transgressions, they are part of a larger pattern of delinquent behaviors that adolescents may engage in, driven 

by factors such as peer pressure and environmental stress. Zimring and Johnson (2019) stated that stealing and 

shoplifting are typically associated with peer group influences during adolescence. However, these behaviors 

also reflect a broader societal issue of economic disparity and access to material goods. Lastly, Farrington 

(2019) highlighted that adolescents who commit property crimes often display early signs of behavioral issues, 

such as lying and rule-breaking, which predispose them to engage in stealing or shoplifting during their later 

years.  

Table 1.2. Perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of observation. 

 VARIABLES MEAN DESCRIPTION 

 1. The student is frequently observed using alcohol or illegal 

substances. 

2.99 Agree 

 2. The student often smokes cigarettes, e-cigarettes (vape) or 

other tobacco products. 

2.94 Agree 

 3. The student is frequently involved in stealing or shoplifting. 2.65 Agree 

 4. The students is regularly observed vandalizing property or 

engaging in destructive behavior. 

2.95 Agree 

 5. The student displays aggressive behavior towards peers or 

authority figures. 

2.85 Agree 

 6. The student frequently skips classes or school. 2.93 Agree 

 7. The students is often observed being absent from school 

without valid reasons. 

2.86 Agree 

 8. The student is observed to be actively involved with gangs 

or gang-related activities. 

2.76 Agree 

 9. The student participates in or is involved in cyberbullying 

or online harassment. 

2.72 Agree 

 10. The student associates with peers who engage in 

delinquent or antisocial behavior. 

2.89 Agree 

 Mean 2.85 Agree 

3.50 - 4.00 Strongly agree The respondent completely denies or does not observe the stated 

behavior or belief. 

2.50 - 3.49 Agree The respondent partially denies or does not strongly observe the 

behavior or belief. 
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1.50 - 2.49 Disagree The respondent acknowledges or observes the behavior or belief to a 

considerable extent. 

1.00 - 1.49 Strongly disagree The respondent fully acknowledges or frequently observes the stated 

behavior or belief with high certainty. 

Commonly observed vices. Based on the data in table 1.3, the discussion highlights the perceived engagement 

in various vices among juvenile delinquent students as observed by respondents. Smoking, with a mean score 

of 2.92, was noted as a prevalent behavior, often used as a coping mechanism for stress and typically occurring 

in restricted areas. Alcohol consumption, scoring 2.77, was also widely observed, particularly in social settings 

where intoxication frequently occurs, raising concerns about its role in delinquency. Gambling, with a mean 

score of 2.62, was moderately common, with juveniles often borrowing money to gamble and exhibiting 

related behavioral changes. Illegal substance use, though slightly less prevalent with a mean score of 2.59, 

remained a significant issue, as respondents frequently observe or discuss substance use among peers. Lastly, 

online game addiction, scoring 2.82, emerges as a major concern, with juveniles prioritizing gaming over 

responsibilities and displaying aggressive behavior when restricted, reflecting a shift from traditional to virtual 

forms of delinquent activities. 

This compilation of studies highlights the relationship between various vices and juvenile delinquency, 

focusing on behavioral patterns and contributing factors. Research on youth smoking, such as Chen and Unger 

(2021), identified smoking as a gateway to risk-taking activities, while Bonomo et al. (2020) linked adolescent 

alcohol use to risky behaviors like violence and academic neglect. Gupta and Derevensky (2020) explored the 

association between gambling, financial stress, and delinquency, and Dembo et al. (2023) emphasized the co-

occurrence of substance use and criminal acts. Kuss and Griffiths (2022) investigated problematic online 

gaming, revealing its impact on aggression, academic decline, and social issues. Lastly, Hawkins et al. (2018) 

provided a comprehensive view of vices as risk factors for delinquency, examining influences from family, 

peers, and society. Together, these studies offer valuable insights for understanding and addressing juvenile 

delinquency. 

The grand mean score of 2.75 (Agree) across all variables suggests that vices are a prevalent issue among 

juvenile delinquent students. These behaviors, ranging from substance use to virtual addiction, indicate 

potential areas for intervention. Understanding the motivations behind these activities can guide educators, 

parents, and policymakers in developing targeted strategies to reduce delinquency and support positive youth 

development. 

Table 1.3. Perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of commonly observed 

vices. 

 VARIABLES MEAN DESCRIPTION 

 A. Smoking   

 1. The smell of smoke is commonly noticed on juvenile delinquent 

students clothing or personal belongings. 

2.98 Agree 

 2. I have observed that smoking among juvenile delinquent students is 

often accompanied by other delinquent behavior. 

2.90 Agree 

 3. Some juvenile delinquent students openly talk about their smoking 

habits and their preference for smoking. 

2.92 Agree 

 4. Juvenile delinquent students often display smoking behavior in areas 

where is prohibited. 

2.84 Agree 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN SOCIAL SCIENCE (IJRISS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6186 | DOI: 10.47772/IJRISS | Volume IX Issue IV April 2025 

Page 4170 www.rsisinternational.org 

 
 

 

 

 5. I have seen juvenile delinquent students using smoking as a way to 

cope with stress or personal issues. 

2.96 Agree 

 Mean 2.92 Agree 

 B. Alcoholism   

 1. My peers often drink alcoholic beverages. 2.83 Agree 

 2. I frequently observe my peers consuming alcohol. 2.70 Agree 

 3. Alcohol consumption is a common behavior among peers. 2.78 Agree 

 4. Many of my peers get drunk on weekends or social gatherings. 2.77 Agree 

 5. Alcoholism is a significant concern among my peers. 2.78 Agree 

 Mean 2.77 Agree 

 C. Gambling   

 1. The student is frequently seen participating in gambling activities. 2.59 Agree 

 2.  The student spends a significant amount of time in places where 

gambling occurs. 

2.63 Agree 

 3.  The student has borrowed money from others to support their 

gambling habits. 

2.59 Agree 

 4. The student often associates with peers who are known to gamble. 2.69 Agree 

 5. The student exhibits changes in behavior or mood that coincide with 

gambling activities. 

2.62 Agree 

                                             Mean 2.62 Agree 

 D. Illegal Substance   

 1. My peers are frequently involved in using illegal substances. 2.59 Agree 

 2. I often hear about my peers using illegal drugs. 2.56 Agree 

 3. The use of illegal substances is a common behavior among my peers. 2.66 Agree 

 4. Many of my peers are known to use illegal drugs regularly. 2.59 Agree 

 5. The presence of illegal substances is a noticeable issue among my 

peers 

2.53 Agree 

 Mean 2.59 Agree 

 1. The students regularly miss school or other responsibilities to play 

online games. 

2.84 Agree 

 2. The student attempts to access online games during inappropriate 2.75 Agree 
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times (e.g., during lessons, study periods). 

 3. The student shows signs of irritability or restlessness when unable to 

play online games. 

2.84 Agree 

 4. The student prioritizes gaming activities over completing 

assignments or participating in educational tasks. 

2.87 Agree 

 5. The students have shown aggressive behavior when asked to stop 

playing online games. 

2.82 Agree 

 Mean 2.82 Agree 

 Grand Mean 2.75 Agree 

3.50 - 4.00 Strongly agree The respondent completely denies or does not observe the stated 

behavior or belief. 

2.50 - 3.49 Agree The respondent partially denies or does not strongly observe the 

behavior or belief. 

1.50 - 2.49 Disagree The respondent acknowledges or observes the behavior or belief to a 

considerable extent. 

1.00 - 1.49 Strongly disagree The respondent fully acknowledges or frequently observes the stated 

behavior or belief with high certainty. 

Perceived Involvement of the Respondents in Juvenile Delinquency 

Table 2 shows the perceived involvement of respondents in various forms of juvenile delinquency, grouped by 

factors such as smoking, alcoholism, gambling, illegal substance use, and online game addiction. Each variable 

is categorized by the percentage of respondents who answered "YES" or "NO" to specific delinquent 

behaviors, including bullying, vandalism, sexual activity, obscene language, gang riots, theft, and truancy. 

The study examined students' perceptions of the relationship between various behaviors and specific negative 

outcomes. The students perceived smoking as being related to bullying in 38% of cases, vandalism in 47%, 

sexual activity in 30%, obscene language in 45%, gang involvement or riots in 41%, theft or robbery in 41%, 

and truancy (skipped classes) in 65%.  

Regarding alcoholism, students perceived it as related to bullying in 50% of cases, vandalism in 48%, sexual 

activity in 54%, obscene language in 63%, gang involvement or riots in 58%, theft or robbery in 47%, and 

truancy in 63%.  

For gambling, students perceived it to be linked to bullying in 44% of cases, vandalism in 42%, sexual activity 

in 37%, obscene language in 51%, gang involvement or riots in 53%, theft or robbery in 62%, and truancy in 

63%. 

When it comes to illegal substance use, students perceived it to be associated with bullying in 51% of cases, 

vandalism in 52%, sexual activity in 57%, obscene language in 57%, gang involvement or riots in 69%, theft 

or robbery in 54%, and truancy in 68%.  

Finally, students perceived online addiction as related to bullying in 65% of cases, vandalism in 39%, sexual 

activity in 38%, obscene language in 55%, gang involvement or riots in 44%, theft or robbery in 52%, and 

truancy in 76%.These findings reflect the students' perceptions of the relationships between these behaviors 

and various forms of misconduct. 
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The study reveals that students perceived a significant relationship between various behaviors (such as 

smoking, alcoholism, gambling, illegal substance use, and online addiction) and a range of negative outcomes, 

including bullying, vandalism, sexual activity, obscene language, gang involvement, theft, and truancy. 

Among these behaviors, online addiction and illegal substance use appear to be most strongly associated with 

truancy, while smoking and gambling show varied associations with different outcomes. These perceptions 

highlight the importance of addressing these behaviors as part of broader interventions aimed at reducing 

misconduct and improving student well-being. These findings align with existing research indicating that 

substance use and addictive behaviors are often linked to various forms of misconduct, including truancy and 

bullying (Smith et al., 2018; Johnson & Lee, 2020). The strong association between online addiction and 

truancy is consistent with prior studies emphasizing the role of digital distractions in student behavior (Brown, 

2021). 

Table 2. Perceived involvement of the respondents in juvenile delinquency. 

VARIABLES YES (n=100) NO (n=100) 

(%) (%) 

Smoking   

     Bullying 38 62 

     Vandalism 47 53 

     Sexual activity 30 70 

     Obscene language 45 55 

     Gang war (riot) 41 59 

     Theft (or robbery case) 41 59 

     Truancy (skipping classes) 65 35 

Alcoholism   

     Bullying 50 50 

     Vandalism 48 52 

     Sexual Activity 54 46 

     Obscene Language 63 37 

     Gang War (Riot) 58 42 

     Theft (or robbery case) 47 53 

     Truancy (Skipping classes) 63 37 

Gambling   

     Bullying 44 56 

     Vandalism 42 58 
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     Sexual activity 37 63 

     Obscene language 51 49 

     Gang war (riot) 53 47 

     Theft (or robbery case) 62 38 

     Truancy (skipping classes) 63 37 

Illegal Substance   

     Bullying 51 49 

     Vandalism 52 48 

     Sexual activity 57 43 

     Obscene language 57 43 

     Gang war (riot) 69 31 

     Theft (or robbery case) 54 46 

     Truancy (skipping classes) 68 32 

Online Game Addiction  100 

     Bullying 65 35 

     Vandalism 39 61 

     Sexual Activity 38 62 

     Obscene Language 55 45 

     Gang War (Riot) 44 56 

     Theft (or robbery case) 52 48 

     Truancy (Skipping classes) 76 24 

Perceived Engagement in Vices of Juvenile Delinquent Students in Terms of Awareness and Perceived 

Involvement in Juvenile Delinquency 

Smoking. Table 3.1 shows the test of relationship between the perceived engagement in vices of the 

respondents in terms of awareness and their perceived involvement in juvenile delinquency. A series of point 

biserial correlations was conducted in order to determine if there are any relationships that exist among these 

variables. Among the perceived involvement juvenile delinquency in terms of smoking, only vandalism 

(r=0.23, p-value=0.024) and gang war (r=0.22, p-value=0.028) had significant relationship with their perceived 

engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students. This implies that the students perceived engagement in 

vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of awareness influence their perceived involvement in juvenile 

delinquency in smoking.  

Smoking and vandalism. The significant correlation (r = 0.23, p = 0.024) between perceived smoking and 

involvement in vandalism among delinquent students suggests that students who view smoking as common in 
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their peer groups are more likely to associate it with other deviant behaviors. This can be explained by 

behavioral contagion, where risky behaviors, like smoking, are adopted within peer groups. As smoking 

becomes normalized, adolescents may perceive other criminal activities, such as vandalism, as less risky, 

leading to increased engagement in such behaviors. Peer norms can thus overshadow the awareness of 

smoking’s negative consequences, promoting further delinquency. 

The relationship between smoking, vandalism, and gang involvement can be better understood through the lens 

of awareness and social environments. Miller and Lynam (2021) highlight the role of personality structures 

and awareness in shaping antisocial behaviors, indicating that increased awareness of the consequences of 

deviant acts can mitigate behaviors such as vandalism. Similarly, Wilson and Kelling (2022) discussed how 

awareness programs, coupled with community policing, help reduce vandalism by altering perceptions and 

reinforcing positive social norms. Felson and Boba (2020) further explained that awareness strategies in public 

spaces are effective in deterring vandalism, as individuals are less likely to engage in disruptive behavior when 

they are aware of the potential for detection and consequences. 

Smoking and gang war (riot). The correlation between perceived smoking behavior and involvement in gang 

violence (r = 0.22, p = 0.028) indicates a significant relationship. Adolescents who view smoking as common 

among peers may also see themselves as more likely to engage in gang-related activities. This connection 

reflects the social dynamics of delinquent subcultures, where smoking symbolizes defiance and shared identity. 

Smoking may be part of a broader pattern of risky behaviors, including aggression and violence, associated 

with gang culture. Lack of awareness or dismissal of smoking's risks can lead to desensitization, increasing the 

likelihood of involvement in gang violence. 

This awareness extends to gang-related behavior, where Esbensen and Huizinga (2017) emphasized the 

importance of awareness programs in reducing youth involvement in gangs. Thornberry et al. (2023) 

reinforced this by noting that peer influences in gang settings are significantly mitigated when adolescents are 

equipped with greater awareness of the risks and consequences associated with such behaviors. Decker and 

Van Winkle (2019) similarly argued that awareness of the familial and social dynamics at play in gang activity 

plays a key role in disrupting the cycle of violence and delinquency. These findings suggest that enhancing 

awareness about the negative consequences of smoking and delinquent behavior, such as vandalism and gang 

involvement, could be instrumental in breaking the cycle of adolescent delinquency. 

Alcoholism. Table 3.1 shows the test of relationship between the perceived engagement in vices of the 

respondents in terms of awareness and their perceived involvement in juvenile delinquency. A series of point 

biserial correlations were conducted in order to determine if there are any relationships exist among these 

variables. Among the perceived involvement juvenile delinquency in terms of alcoholism, only bullying 

(r=0.24, p-value=0.018), theft (robbery case) (r=0.28, p-value=0.005) and truancy (r=0.30, p-value=0.002) 

have significant relationship with their perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students. This 

implies that the students perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of awareness 

influence their perceived involvement in juvenile delinquency in alcoholism.  

Alcoholism and bullying. The correlation between bullying and alcohol use (r = 0.24, p = 0.018) suggests that 

students who perceive their peers as engaging in alcohol use are moderately more likely to exhibit bullying 

behavior themselves. This finding aligns with previous research indicating that substance abuse, particularly 

alcohol consumption, is often associated with aggression and antisocial behavior (Smith et al., 2016). 

Moreover, the normalization of risk-taking behaviors, such as alcohol consumption in social settings, may 

contribute to the likelihood of engaging in bullying (Olweus, 2017). Bullying tends to thrive in environments 

where there is a culture of substance use, with alcohol being a key factor that amplifies aggression and hostility 

(Espelage & Swearer, 2020). 

Research by Williams et al. (2020) highlighted a strong link between bullying behavior and alcohol use among 

students. The study, published in Psychology of Addictive Behaviors, found that students who engage in 

bullying, whether as perpetrators or victims, are at a heightened risk of initiating binge drinking. This pattern 

suggests that bullying may act as a gateway for alcohol misuse. Furthermore, adolescents involved in bullying 

frequently show higher rates of substance use, including alcohol, suggesting that peer group dynamics and 
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behavioral normalization may act as shared risk factors (Rigby, 2022; Perren & Gutzwiller-Helfenfinger, 

2022). 

Alcoholism and theft (robbery case).  The moderate correlation between theft and alcoholism (r = 0.28, p = 

0.005) among delinquent students highlights the relationship between substance abuse and criminal behavior. 

Studies indicate that alcohol consumption can lower inhibitions, increase impulsivity, and enhance the 

likelihood of committing theft (Bailey & Ziegler, 2019). Moreover, alcohol abuse may serve as a coping 

mechanism for individuals facing social and emotional distress, contributing to their tendency to engage in 

theft (Sullivan et al., 2020). 

The connection between alcohol use and criminal behavior, particularly theft, is well-documented, with 

alcohol often acting as both a trigger and amplifier for impulsive and risky actions (Burgess & Waldo, 2018; 

Kandel, 2018; Wilson & Rytina, 2020). 

Alcoholism and truancy (skipping classes). The correlation between truancy and alcoholism (r = 0.30, p = 

0.002) suggests that students involved in alcohol use are more likely to skip school. This relationship aligns 

with research showing that substance abuse, including alcohol, contributes to disengagement from school and 

academic underachievement (Beck et al., 2018). Alcohol use may diminish motivation and a sense of 

responsibility, thereby leading to truancy among adolescents (Vassallo et al., 2020). Adolescents who consume 

alcohol are more prone to exhibit behaviors such as absenteeism, as substance use often undermines academic 

engagement (Pemberton & Wolter, 2019; Salmivalli & Voeten, 2018). Additionally, substance abuse, 

particularly alcohol, is a well-established risk factor for academic decline, as students prioritize alcohol use 

over educational commitments (Jessor & Jessor, 2019). 

Gambling. Table 3.1 The positive correlation between gambling and bullying (r = 0.24, p = 0.014) suggests 

that students who perceive themselves as more involved in gambling are more likely to engage in bullying 

behaviors. This connection can be attributed to the influence of risky behaviors on peer interactions and social 

aggression. Raising awareness about the potential consequences of gambling may help mitigate such 

behaviors. Grande-Gosende et al. (2019) explored the significant impact of bullying victimization on youth, 

linking it to negative outcomes such as health problems, academic decline, substance abuse, depression, and 

low self-esteem. Their study also examined the relationship between bullying victimization and problem 

gambling in a sample of 7,045 high school students. Findings revealed that bullying victimization varied with 

gambling frequency and the risk of gambling problems. 

Gambling and bullying. The relationship between gambling and various risky behaviors in adolescents, 

including bullying, sexual activity, and theft, has been widely studied and documented. A positive correlation 

between gambling and bullying (r = 0.24, p = 0.014) suggests that students who perceive themselves as more 

involved in gambling are more likely to engage in bullying behaviors. This connection can be attributed to the 

influence of risky behaviors on peer interactions and social aggression. Raising awareness about the potential 

consequences of gambling may help mitigate such behaviors. Grande-Gosende et al. (2019) explored the 

significant impact of bullying victimization on youth, linking it to negative outcomes such as health problems, 

academic decline, substance abuse, depression, and low self-esteem. Their study also examined the 

relationship between bullying victimization and problem gambling in a sample of 7,045 high school students. 

Findings revealed that bullying victimization varied with gambling frequency and the risk of gambling 

problems. The study highlighted gender differences, with verbal bullying and gambling frequency being 

significant predictors of high-risk gambling in males, and physical bullying and gambling frequency being key 

factors for females.  

Zhu (2024) further investigated the intersection of gambling behaviors, internet gambling, and school bullying, 

emphasizing the role of technology in exacerbating these challenges. Their study of 800 respondents (500 high 

school and 300 college students) found that gambling prevention strategies were negatively correlated with 

problematic gambling. Among college students, internet gambling was linked to increased psychological 

distress and lower academic performance. School bullying was positively associated with both offline and 

online gambling, while socioeconomic status and ethnicity were found to moderate the outcomes of prevention 

strategies. Nwanosike et al. (2022) explored the impact of Internet Gaming Disorder (IGD), risk-taking 
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behaviors, and internet addiction on social bullying among university students. Their study revealed that 

gaming disorder and risk-taking behaviors were positively associated with social bullying, while internet 

addiction alone did not show a significant relationship with bullying. The study emphasizes the importance of 

addressing problematic internet use and risk-taking behaviors to reduce bullying. 

Gambling and sexual activity. The negative correlation between gambling and sexual activity (r = -0.21, p = 

0.036) suggests that increased awareness of gambling's negative outcomes may be associated with a decreased 

likelihood of engaging in sexual activity. Martins et al. (2018) found that adolescents who gambled were more 

likely to initiate sexual intercourse before age 18 and were at higher risk of unintended pregnancies, 

particularly among those with high impulsivity. Kiwujja and Mugisha (2019) similarly observed that 

adolescents in Uganda who participated in gambling were more likely to engage in early and unprotected 

sexual activity. 

Gambling and theft (robbery case). A positive correlation between gambling and theft (r = 0.23, p = 0.024) 

indicates that students involved in gambling may be more likely to engage in theft or robbery, possibly due to 

financial pressures associated with gambling or rationalizations for criminal behavior. Kryszajtys et al. (2018) 

found that adolescents who engage in gambling are more likely to participate in delinquent behaviors, 

including theft, often to fund their gambling habits. Similarly, Grant et al. (2021) found that 15.2% of high 

school students admitted to stealing, and those who engaged in theft were more likely to experience poor 

academic performance, substance use, and antisocial behaviors. 

Illegal substance. Table 3.1 shows the test of relationship between the perceived engagement in vices of the 

respondents in terms of awareness and their perceived involvement in juvenile delinquency. A series of point 

biserial correlations were conducted in order to determine if there are any relationships exist among these 

variables. Among the perceived involvement juvenile delinquency in terms of illegal substance, only gang war 

(riot) (r=0.26, p-value=0.010), theft (robbery case) (r=0.20, p-value=0.049) and truancy (skipping classes) 

(r=0.24, p-value=0.019) had significant relationship with their perceived engagement in vices of juvenile 

delinquent students. This implies that the students perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent 

students in terms of awareness influence their perceived involvement in juvenile delinquency in illegal 

substance.  

Illegal substance and gang war (riot). The correlation coefficient of 0.26 (p-value = 0.010) between 

awareness of illegal substances and involvement in gang-related activities suggests a moderate positive 

relationship. This implies that adolescents who are more aware of substance use behaviors are more likely to 

participate in gang wars. This aligns with previous research linking risky behaviors to adolescent social 

contexts and external stressors (Duncan & Ainsworth, 2021). Exposure to substance use may desensitize 

adolescents to risk-taking or drive them to seek alternative coping mechanisms, such as violence, in response 

to similar stressors. 

Patel and Luckstead (2020) emphasized that participation in structured activities, such as sports, plays a critical 

role in reducing risk-taking behaviors to adolescents. Their research highlights how engagement in sports can 

serve as a protective factor against health risk behaviors, including drug use. This aligns with findings from the 

National Institute on Out-of-School Time, which report that students involved in extracurricular activities are 

49% less likely to use drugs. Conversely, adolescents who reduce their participation in these activities often to 

avoid drug testing are more vulnerable to negative outcomes such as dropping out of school, unintended 

pregnancies, gang involvement, escalating drug use, and other risky behaviors. This evidence underscores the 

importance of fostering participation in extracurricular activities as a means to mitigate risk-taking behaviors, a 

central focus of this study.  

Substance use is a well-documented health risk behavior in youth gang literature, but the nuances of substance 

use patterns among gang-involved adolescents and the social ecological factors influencing these variations 

remain under explored. Bishop et al. (2020) employed latent class analysis to examine substance use behaviors 

in a school-based sample of gang-involved youth (n = 2,770), identifying four distinct patterns of use: non-

users (38%), Past Users (15%), Casual Users (27%), and Frequent Multi-Users (21%). These classifications 

were based on factors such as substance type, usage frequency, and access sources. 
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Illegal substance and Theft (Robbery case). A smaller but significant correlation of 0.20 (p-value = 0.049) 

was found between awareness of illegal substances and theft (or robbery). This indicates that as adolescents 

become more aware of substance use, they are more likely to engage in theft. Harris et al. (2019) found that 

gambling-related financial pressures often lead adolescents to commit theft to fund their habits, and this can be 

extended to other forms of delinquency such as substance-related theft. 

Kryszajtys et al. (2018) highlighted the connection between gambling and delinquent behaviors among 

adolescents, revealing that incarcerated youth exhibit higher rates of problem and pathological gambling 

compared to their non-incarcerated peers. This association is especially pronounced among those who engage 

in gambling at problematic levels. Their research identified several delinquent acts linked to gambling, such as 

truancy, drug dealing, shoplifting, stealing, and involvement in illegal betting activities. Furthermore, the 

amount of money spent on gambling and its frequency significantly predict delinquent behavior. 

In a study by Grant et al. (2021), high school students were found to report a 15.2% incidence of stealing. The 

study identified significant associations between stealing behaviors and various health-related issues, such as 

poor academic performance, substance use, and antisocial behaviors. These findings suggest that students who 

engage in stealing may also experience higher rates of gambling-related problems. 

Illegal substance and truancy (skipping classes). A correlation of 0.24 (p-value = 0.014) suggests a 

significant relationship between gambling awareness and truancy (skipping classes). Increased awareness of 

gambling appears to be linked with higher rates of school disengagement. Gambling may provide an 

alternative form of escapism for adolescents, leading them to neglect their educational responsibilities. This 

finding is consistent with research in educational psychology, which indicates that adolescents engaged in 

risky behaviors are more likely to disregard academic duties (Smith & Jensen, 2020). 

Henry and Thornberry (2019) found that adolescents who engaged in truancy were more likely to use 

substances compared to their non-truant peers. This relationship was evident both when comparing individuals 

(truant adolescents used more substances than those who were not truant) and within individuals over time 

(periods of increased truancy coincided with heightened substance use). Furthermore, the link between 

escalating truancy and substance use was partially explained by an increase in risky, unsupervised time spent 

with peers.  

Recent studies by Henry et al. (2019) and Henry and Huizinga (2017) have highlighted truancy a relatively 

understudied school-related behavior as a significant predictor of substance use initiation. Specifically, their 

research demonstrated that skipping school without a valid excuse strongly predicted the onset of substance 

use, even when accounting for other critical risk factors, including school-related variables such as academic 

performance and commitment to school. These findings align with broader research showing a consistent 

positive association between truancy and substance use (Gakh et al., 2020; Dennermalm et al., 2022; 

Fernández-Suárez et al., 2018; Buckley et al., 2022). Building on this foundation, the present study 

investigates the link between truancy and the escalation of substance use, focusing on urban adolescents. It 

examines how both the extent of truancy and changes in truancy over time contribute to substance use patterns. 

Additionally, the study explores a potential mechanism underlying this relationship: the influence of risky time 

spent with peers. This line of inquiry complements the focus of our research by emphasizing the role of 

awareness and behavioral influences in adolescent decision-making, particularly regarding risky behaviors. 

Table 3.1. Test of relationship between the perceived engagement in vices of delinquent students of the 

respondents in terms of awareness and their perceived involvement in juvenile delinquency. 

VARIABLES CORRELATION COEFFICIENT p-VALUE DESCRIPTION 

Smoking    

   Bullying 0.20 0.051 Not significant 
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   Vandalism 0.23 0.024 Significant 

   Sexual Activity 0.16 0.117 Not significant 

   Obscene Language 0.14 0.169 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) 0.22 0.028 Significant 

   Theft (or robbery case) 0.11 0.273 Not significant 

   Truancy (Skipping classes) 0.15 0.128 Not significant 

Alcoholism    

   Bullying 0.24 0.018 Significant 

   Vandalism 0.18 0.066 Not significant 

   Sexual Activity 0.05 0.642 Not significant 

   Obscene Language -0.02 0.842 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) 0.05 0.594 Not significant 

   Theft (or robbery case) 0.28 0.005 Significant 

   Truancy (Skipping classes) 0.30 0.002 Significant 

Gambling    

   Bullying 0.24 0.014 Significant 

   Vandalism 0.06 0.545 Not significant 

   Sexual Activity -0.21 0.036 Significant 

   Obscene Language 0.15 0.145 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) -0.08 0.412 Not significant 

   Theft (or robbery case) 0.23 0.024 Significant 

   Truancy (Skipping classes) -0.07 0.483 Not significant 

Illegal Substance    

   Bullying 0.17 0.087 Not significant 

   Vandalism 0.09 0.367 Not significant 

   Sexual Activity 0.18 0.075 Not significant 

   Obscene Language -0.02 0.814 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) 0.26 0.010 Significant 
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   Theft (or robbery case) 0.20 0.049 Significant 

   Truancy (Skipping classes) 0.24 0.014 Significant 

Online Game Addiction    

   Bullying 0.20 0.052 Not significant 

   Vandalism -0.05 0.602 Not significant 

   Sexual Activity 0.02 0.835 Not significant 

   Obscene Language -0.01 0.934 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) -0.06 0.547 Not significant 

   Theft (or robbery case) -0.03 0.778 Not significant 

   Truancy (Skipping classes) 0.20 0.052 Not significant 

Perceived Engagement in Vices of Juvenile Delinquent Students in Terms of Observation and their 

Perceived Involvement in Juvenile Delinquency 

Smoking and theft or robbery case. Table 3.2 shows the test of relationship between the perceived 

engagement in vices of the respondents in terms of observation and their perceived involvement in juvenile 

delinquency. A series of point biserial correlations were conducted in order to determine if there are any 

relationships exist among these variables. Among the perceived involvement juvenile delinquency in terms of 

smoking, only the theft (robbery case) (r= -0.20, p-value=0.047) had a significant relationship with their 

perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students. This implies that the students perceived 

engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of observation influence their perceived 

involvement in juvenile delinquency in smoking.  

The correlation coefficient of -0.20 between perceived engagement in smoking and involvement in theft or 

robbery indicates a weak but statistically significant negative relationship (p=0.047). This finding suggests that 

among delinquent adolescents, higher levels of perceived smoking behavior are associated with slightly lower 

involvement in theft or robbery, and vice versa. Despite the weak strength of the relationship, the significance 

level implies that the observed association is unlikely to be due to chance. Several possible explanations could 

account for this pattern. One explanation is that smoking and theft/robbery may be influenced by distinct 

underlying factors, such as peer influence, socio-economic conditions, or family dynamics. These factors may 

moderate or mediate the relationship, resulting in the observed weak negative association. Additionally, while 

smoking and delinquent behaviors are often viewed as part of a broader spectrum of risky behaviors, they may 

not always co-occur. For instance, adolescents who engage in smoking might experience different motivational 

or environmental influences that reduce their likelihood of engaging in theft or robbery. 

Bickel and Marsch (2021) highlighted that substance use, including smoking, often overlaps with other risky 

behaviors such as delinquency. However, the relationship is not always direct, as underlying factors such as 

peer and family dynamics play a significant role. Similarly, Harris and Ensminger (2019) emphasized the 

critical influence of social contexts, particularly family structure and peer groups, in shaping adolescent 

engagement in risky behaviors, including both smoking and criminal activities. Farrington (2019) further 

elaborated on the multidimensional nature of delinquency, suggesting that risk factors include not only 

individual characteristics but also environmental elements such as family background and peer influences. 

These findings reinforce the notion that smoking habits during adolescence may form part of a broader pattern 

of antisocial behavior but do not necessarily coincide with theft or robbery. 
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Gambling. Table 3.2 shows the test of relationship between the perceived engagement in vices of the 

respondents in terms of observation and their perceived involvement in juvenile delinquency. A series of point 

biserial correlations were conducted in order to determine if there are any relationships exist among these 

variables. Among the perceived involvement juvenile delinquency in terms of gambling, only bullying (r=0.23, 

p-value=0.20) and vandalism (r=0.19, p-value=0.060) had a significant relationship with their perceived 

engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students. This implies that the students perceived engagement in 

vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of observation influence their perceived involvement in juvenile 

delinquency in gambling.  

Gambling and bullying. There is a statistically significant correlation between bullying and gambling, with a 

correlation coefficient of 0.23 and a p-value of 0.020. This suggests a weak to moderate positive relationship, 

indicating that students who perceive themselves as engaging in gambling behaviors may also perceive 

themselves or their peers as being more involved in bullying. This finding aligns with previous research 

linking risky behaviors, such as gambling, to other aggressive or antisocial behaviors. Mooss (2018) reported 

that youth involved in problem gambling exhibited higher rates of aggressive behaviors, including bullying. 

Similarly, Gupta and Derevensky (2020), in their study *Adolescent Gambling Behavior: A Prevalence 

Study*, found that adolescent gambling often correlates with behavioral issues such as bullying, aggression, 

and other forms of delinquency. Furthermore, Zuckerman (2017) highlighted a significant association between 

high levels of impulsivity and thrill-seeking tendencies in adolescents and their propensity to engage in 

bullying and other disruptive activities. These findings suggest that traits commonly associated with gambling, 

such as impulsivity and a preference for thrill-seeking, may predispose individuals to engage in both gambling 

and bullying.  

Gambling and vandalism. The correlation between vandalism and gambling in this study is 0.19, with a p-

value of 0.060. Although this falls slightly outside the conventional threshold for statistical significance (p < 

0.05), it suggests a potential relationship worth further exploration. This finding indicates that students who 

engage in gambling may also participate in vandalism, possibly due to shared underlying traits such as 

impulsivity and a propensity for risk-taking behaviors. Previous research supports this connection. Vitaro et al. 

(2021) found a direct correlation between gambling activities and various forms of delinquency, including theft 

and vandalism, highlighting the multifaceted nature of these behaviors among youth. Such studies emphasize 

that gambling is often associated with increased delinquent actions, suggesting the importance of addressing 

these behaviors in tandem. 

Additionally, Ervasti et al. (2022) investigated problem behaviors in a sample of 17,033 pupils across 90 

schools. Their findings linked school-level reports of vandalism and bullying to short-term teacher absences (1 

to 3 days) among 2,364 teachers. This association underscores the broader impact of student misconduct, such 

as vandalism and bullying, on the school environment and staff well-being. Olweus (2019) further supports the 

link between bullying and vandalism, revealing a significant correlation between these behaviors. 

Complementing this, a study by the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority showed that youth who 

bully are more likely to engage in other risky or delinquent behaviors, such as smoking, drinking, fighting, and 

vandalism, compared to their non-bullying peers. These findings collectively reinforce the interconnected 

nature of these problem behaviors and their broader implications for adolescent development and school 

climates. 

Illegal substance and theft (robbery case). Table 3.2 shows the test of relationship between the perceived 

engagement in vices of the respondents in terms of observation and their perceived involvement in juvenile 

delinquency. A series of point biserial correlations were conducted in order to determine if there are any 

relationships exist among these variables. Among the perceived involvement juvenile delinquency in terms of 

illegal substance, only theft (robbery case) (r=0.23, p-value=021) had a significant relationship with the 

perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students. This implies that the students perceived 

engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of observation influence their perceived 

involvement in juvenile delinquency in illegal substance.  
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The correlation coefficient of 0.23 with a p-value of 0.021 suggests a low to moderate positive relationship, 

indicating that students who observe peers engaging in illegal substance use are slightly more likely to 

perceive involvement in theft or robbery within their environment. This finding highlights the potential impact 

of peer and environmental influences on adolescent behavior. It aligns with the notion that exposure to risky 

behaviors can normalize such actions, increasing susceptibility to other deviant behaviors.  

According to Dishion and Tipsord (2021), adolescents who associate with deviant peers are more likely to 

engage in problem behaviors, including substance use and delinquency, through the process of peer contagion, 

where risky behaviors are learned via observation and interaction. This concept is further supported by 

Hawkins et al. (2022) who argued that the risk of substance use is amplified when adolescents observe peers 

engaging in substance use. This, in turn, increases the likelihood of involvement in other high-risk behaviors, 

such as property crimes like theft.  

Similarly, Gardner and Steinberg (2019) emphasized that adolescents exposed to peer groups engaged in high-

risk behaviors, such as illegal substance use, are more likely to make similarly risky decisions, including 

participation in theft and other property crimes. Together, these findings support the hypothesis that the 

observation of delinquent behaviors among peers particularly substance use can influence adolescents to 

engage in other forms of delinquency, including theft and robbery.  

Online game addiction and theft (robbery case). Table 3.2 shows the test of relationship between the 

perceived engagement in vices of the respondents in terms of observation and their perceived involvement in 

juvenile delinquency. A series of point biserial correlations were conducted in order to determine if there are 

any relationships exist among these variables. Among the perceived involvement juvenile delinquency in terms 

of online game addiction, only theft or robbery case (r=0.20, p-value=041) had a significant relationship with 

the perceived engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students. This implies that the students perceived 

engagement in vices of juvenile delinquent students in terms of observation influence their perceived 

involvement in juvenile delinquency in online game addiction. 

The analysis reveals a significant relationship between online gaming addiction and delinquent behaviors, such 

as theft or robbery, with a correlation coefficient of 0.20 and a p-value of 0.041. This suggests that, at the 0.05 

significance level, there is an association between the perception of online gaming addiction and increased 

likelihood of involvement in delinquency. This finding is consistent with existing literature that highlights the 

potential psychological and social factors that contribute to such behaviors. Online gaming addiction may lead 

to various negative outcomes, including social isolation, poor academic performance, and exposure to risky 

behaviors. The immersive nature of online games, where virtual rewards and progress often require extensive 

time investment, may result in neglecting personal responsibilities and social norms. 

In some cases, these effects could trigger or intensify criminal behaviors, such as theft, either to support 

gaming habits or as a response to frustration. Supporting research indicates that excessive exposure to violent 

video games can increase aggressive thoughts, feelings, and behaviors, which may manifest in delinquent 

activities like theft or robbery (Labana et al., 2020). Moreover, internet gaming addiction has been associated 

with impulsive behavior, social isolation, and a greater likelihood of engaging in illegal or socially disruptive 

activities, including stealing and property damage (Limone et al., 2023). Additionally, the consumption of 

violent media, including online gaming, has been linked to desensitization to aggression, thereby increasing 

tendencies toward aggressive and criminal behavior in youth (Kaya et al., 2023). 

Table 3.2. Test of relationship between the perceived engagement in vices of delinquent students of the 

respondents in terms of observation and their perceived involvement in juvenile delinquency 

VARIABLES CORRELATION COEFFICIENT p-VALUE DESCRIPTION 

Smoking    

   Bullying 0.07 0.484 Not significant 
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   Vandalism 0.14 0.152 Not significant 

   Sexual Activity 0.12 0.224 Not significant 

   Obscene language 0.07 0.510 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) -0.04 0.665 Not significant 

   Theft (or robbery case) -0.20 0.047 Significant 

   Truancy (Skipping   classes) 0.04 0.690 Not significant 

Alcoholism    

   Bullying 0.12 0.253 Not significant 

   Vandalism 0.15 0.134 Not significant 

   Sexual Activity 0.08 0.453 Not significant 

   Obscene Language 0.07 0.475 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) 0.11 0.294 Not significant 

   Theft (or robbery  case) 0.15 0.132 Not significant 

   Truancy (Skipping classes) 0.12 0.223 Not significant 

Gambling    

   Bullying 0.23 0.020 Significant 

   Vandalism 0.19 0.060 Significant 

   Sexual Activity 0.07 0.468 Not significant 

   Obscene Language 0.18 0.078 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) -0.10 0.308 Not significant 

   Theft (or robbery case) 0.16 0.114 Not significant 

Truancy (Skipping   classes) 0.08 0.440 Not significant 

Illegal Substance    

   Bullying 0.16 0.103 Not significant 

   Vandalism 0.11 0.283 Not significant 

   Sexual Activity 0.19 0.059 Not significant 

   Obscene Language 0.10 0.314 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) 0.13 0.195 Not significant 
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Theft (or robbery case) 0.23 0.021 Significant 

   Truancy (Skipping classes) 0.11 0.292 Not significant 

Online Game Addiction    

   Bullying 0.12 0.230 Not significant 

   Vandalism -0.01 0.913 Not significant 

   Sexual Activity 0.04 0.661 Not significant 

   Obscene Language 0.16 0.114 Not significant 

   Gang War (Riot) 0.16 0.113 Not significant 

   Theft (or robbery case) 0.20 0.041 Significant 

Truancy (Skipping classes) 0.11 0.270 Not significant 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

This study aimed to examine the relationship between engagement in vices and juvenile delinquency among 

secondary school students aged 18 and above in Kabacan, Cotabato. Utilizing a descriptive-correlational 

design, 100 students from four secondary schools were surveyed regarding their awareness of various vices 

and involvement in delinquent behaviors. Statistical tools—including frequency, percentage, weighted mean, 

and Pearson correlation—were employed to analyze the data and assess the strength of the relationships. 

The results indicated that students were generally aware of common vices such as smoking, alcoholism, 

gambling, illegal substance use, and online game addiction. Among these, online game addiction and smoking 

emerged as the most prevalent, whereas gambling and illegal substance use were less frequently reported. 

Delinquent behaviors such as truancy, use of obscene language, vandalism, and theft were also observed, with 

truancy being the most commonly reported. Notably, the analysis revealed significant correlations between 

certain vices and specific delinquent behaviors—for instance, gambling was associated with truancy, 

alcoholism with theft, and illegal substance use with gang-related activities. However, many correlations, 

particularly those involving online game addiction, were not statistically significant. 

From a psychological and social standpoint, these findings suggest that peer influence, emotional coping 

mechanisms, and social acceptance may underpin students’ engagement in vices. Adolescents might engage in 

risky behaviors such as drinking or gambling to fit in, cope with stress, or gain a sense of control. Similarly, 

delinquent behaviors can be influenced by a lack of adult supervision, disrupted family environments, and 

negative peer associations. 

These observations underscore the multifactorial nature of juvenile delinquency. While vices may play a role, 

they are not the sole determinants. Broader contextual and individual factors significantly contribute to 

behavioral outcomes among youth. 

Conclusion 

Based on the findings, it can be concluded that while some vices, such as gambling and alcoholism, are 

moderately associated with juvenile delinquency, their influence is not as strong or direct as commonly 

assumed. Online game addiction, despite its high prevalence, showed only a minimal and statistically 

insignificant association with delinquent behavior. 
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The study highlights that students’ perceptions and observations of vices within their social environments 

contribute to their understanding of delinquent behaviors. However, not all vices translate into direct 

delinquency. More importantly, external influences such as peer pressure, family relationships, school support 

systems, and socio-economic conditions play a crucial role in shaping youth behavior. 

Across all vices—smoking, alcoholism, gambling, and illegal substance use—peer dynamics and diminished 

awareness of consequences emerge as central factors contributing to delinquent behaviors. Whether through 

impulsivity fueled by alcohol, desensitization from gambling, or normalized deviance via smoking, 

adolescents navigate these behaviors within social structures that reinforce risk-taking. Integrating awareness 

programs aimed at educating youth about the consequences of such behaviors may be essential in reducing 

delinquency and fostering positive social norms. 

These findings emphasize the need for a holistic, systems-based approach to addressing juvenile 

delinquency—one that considers both behavioral patterns and the broader environment in which adolescents 

develop. it can be concluded that engagement in vices such as gambling and alcoholism do not greatly 

influence juvenile delinquency, while other vices, such as online game addiction has the slim chance to create 

juvenile delinquent students. The results indicate that students’ perceptions and observations of vices within 

their social circles contribute to their understanding of delinquent behaviors, but not all vices lead directly to 

delinquent actions. External factors such as peer pressure, family dynamics, and socio-economic conditions 

were identified as underlying influences that shape the engagement in vices and subsequent delinquency. 

These findings emphasize the need for holistic interventions that address both the individual and 

environmental factors contributing to juvenile delinquency. Moreover, the study underscores the importance of 

creating a supportive ecosystem where students can thrive without resorting to harmful behaviors. 

Recommendation 

This study serves as a baseline for understanding juvenile delinquency in schools, emphasizing the moderate 

influence of vices such as gambling and alcoholism, along with external factors like peer pressure, family 

dynamics, and socio-economic conditions. Based on these findings, it is recommended that schools implement 

comprehensive intervention programs that strengthen guidance and counseling services, reinforce school 

policies, and actively involve parents and the community in addressing these issues. Additionally, fostering 

peer support programs, student-led initiatives, and enrichment activities such as sports, arts, and financial 

literacy can provide constructive alternatives to harmful behaviors. 

To further mitigate juvenile delinquency, the study advocates for coordinated actions among schools, families, 

and community stakeholders. Schools should raise awareness of the consequences of vices and delinquent acts 

while offering mentorship and counseling services to help students navigate personal and social challenges. 

Parents are urged to foster open communication, monitor their children’s activities, and educate them on the 

dangers of vices and the importance of healthy peer relationships. Meanwhile, policymakers and community 

leaders should create and support programs that reduce minors’ access to gambling and substance abuse. 

Collaborative efforts among these groups are essential in establishing safe and structured environments for 

youth. 

Future research should explore the long-term effects of vices on delinquency using larger and more diverse 

samples to enhance the study’s applicability. By addressing the multifaceted nature of juvenile delinquency, 

stakeholders can create supportive environments that reduce delinquent behavior and promote positive youth 

development. 
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