
International Journal of Research and Innovation in Social Science (IJRISS) |Volume III, Issue XI, November 2019|ISSN 2454-6186 

 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 165 
 

Urbanization and Its Social Vices in Nigeria 

John, Wajim
1
, Adamu, Dauda Garba

2
, Shimfe, Harry Grace

3
 

1,2,3
Department of Sociology, Federal University, Wukari, 200 Katsina-Ala Road, P.M.B 1020 Wukari, Nigeria 

Abstract: - This scholarly paper examined Urbanization and its 

Social Vices in Nigeria. Urbanization is a population change 

from rural to urban areas, and the steady increase in the 

proportion of people living in urban areas. The interplay of both 

“Push and Pull” factors at the points of origin and destination 

stimulates migrations. The push factors, which cause migration, 

include political fear, unemployment, poor medical facilities etc. 

Similarly, the pull factors are the desire to better life, job 

opportunities, improved living conditions, desire for qualitative 

education, better housing, improved medical care and a good 

network of roads among several others. Majority of others who 

migrated from rural to urban areas that have no jobs to do 

became more impoverished to the point of becoming social 

misfits otherwise known as area boys and girls. Crimes and 

insecurity; poverty and unemployment; and environmental 

problems are social vices of urbanization in Nigeria. Secondary 

sources of data collection were used for this scholarly paper. 

Amongst other recommendations it is recommended that, 

government should give more attention to the social plights of 

rural dwellers in order to reduce their mass exodus from the 

rural areas to urban areas.  

Keywords: Urbanization, urban area, rural area, migration, 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 combination of the growth by densification and growth 

by expansion approaches presents a useful framework to 

understand the processes of urban development that occurred 

in post-independence Nigerian urban areas (Ogu, 2005). 

Growth by expansion often occurs at the edges of existing 

urban areas and refers to the appearance of new parts of a city. 

It emerges when disconnected developments and residential 

settlements that do not form part of urban areas start to be 

incorporated into city limits due to physical expansion 

pressures (Atu et al., 2012). This process is supported by 

diminishing commuting distances to the urban core, which 

allow the ever-expanding absorption of discontinuous 

settlement on the periphery into an existing urban fabric. This 

process of growth and urban change integrates a diversity of 

settlements, ranging from housing estates, educational 

facilities and industrial sites to unplanned residential 

developments on urban fringes progressively incorporating 

peripheral settlements (Ogu, 2005.).  

Growth by densification, in contrast, is defined by 

the emergence of various numerous independent houses in 

areas previously occupied by single large housing structures. 

This pattern of growth is frequently found in urban cores or 

already existing urban neighbourhoods, and results from land 

scarcity. As the term indicates, this leads to higher density as a 

higher number of settlements appear in an area where 

previously just one was present. Such growth by densification 

has led to the appearance of various forms of development 

within the traditional core of Nigerian cities, and notably to 

the emergence of informal settlements. This process has been 

well-documented in Ibadan in particular (Mabogunje, 1968; 

Fourchard, 2003). The post-independence period thus saw the 

transformation of Nigerian urban structures into entities with a 

stronger degree of complexity. In a transition from a spatial 

composition formed by two or three distinct and legible urban 

districts or zones, the explosive socio-spatial processes of 

expansion that Nigerian cities underwent in the post-

independence period caused a diversification in their urban 

form, reflecting the appearance of a multiplicity of functions, 

activities and social realities that were previously non-

existent. 

During the 1970s, revenues from oil production were 

mobilised to promote industrialisation, on the one hand, and to 

develop modern urban infrastructures, on the other 

(Fourchard, 2003). Improved water supply systems, paved 

streets, highways and bridges appeared in cities and towns. 

The development of urban utilities and infrastructure attracted 

a large influx of population into towns established as state 

capitals under the new administrative structure of the country.  

Urban population growth inevitably has an impact on 

the physical shape and urban structure of cities – the 

arrangement of land use in urban areas. As cities absorb new 

inhabitants, the land cover they occupy expands and new 

districts or areas appear which transforms their urban 

structures.  Torum (2002) unveiled that the interplay of both 

“Push and Pull” factors at the points of origin and destination 

stimulates migrations. The push factors, which cause 

migration include: political fear, lack of food, unemployment, 

wars and unhappy lifestyle, etc. Similarly, the pull factors are 

the desire to better life, job opportunities, improved living 

conditions, desire for qualitative education, better housing, 

improved medical care and a good network of roads. Urban 

and rural areas all over the developing world are becoming 

more closely linked socially, economically and politically 

(Deshingkar, 2004). The increasing mobility of rural 

populations to urban areas constitutes a lot of burden in the 

place of destination. As such, an analysis of one 

decomposable component or consequence, such as unbearable 

population density, impinges on other issues within the 

identifiable cycle of burdens. For instance, in examining the 

immediate effect of rural to urban migration, which is an 

increase in population or at the extreme its explosion, various 

other subsequent effects are expected to be considered. 

Population explosion activates the housing challenge both at 

A 
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micro family and macro society levels. Congestion in 

households and communities has implications for both the 

health and psychology of victims. Majority of others who 

migrated from rural to urban areas that have no jobs to do 

became more impoverished to the point of becoming social 

misfits otherwise known as “area boys and girls”. 

II. CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION 

Urbanization 

This simply refers to the movement of people from 

an area with less demand for labour to an area with high 

demand for labour and with surplus employment opportunities 

either in public sectors or private sectors or both. Urbanization 

is a population change from rural to urban areas, the steady 

increase in the proportion of people living in urban areas, and 

the ways in which each society adapts to the change. This 

concept has been traditionally defined as the process of city 

formation and city growth. Urbanization involves the way 

social activities locate themselves in space and according to 

interdependent processes of societal development and change. 

Urbanization is simply put as the change of settlement from 

rural to an urban society, which is influenced by social, 

economic, and political developments.  

Urban Area 

The definition of an area known as „urban‟ varies 

from country to country, with periodic reclassification, can 

also vary within one country over time, making direct 

comparisons difficult. An urban area can be defined by one or 

more of the following: administrative criteria or political 

boundaries (e.g., area within the jurisdiction of a municipality 

or town committee); a threshold population size (where the 

minimum for an urban settlement is typically in the region of 

2,000 people, although this varies globally between 200 and 

50,000); population density, economic function (e.g., where a 

significant majority of the population are not primarily 

engaged in agriculture, or where there is surplus employment 

opportunities); the presence of urban characteristics (e.g., 

paved streets, electric lighting, sewerage etc). 

III. THEORETICAL EXPLANATIONS 

The following theories were reviewed, adopted and 

considered worthy for the justification of this scholarly paper; 

suburbanization theory of urbanization, stouffer‟s law of 

intervening opportunities, and push and pull factors theory of 

migration.  

Suburbanization theory of Urbanization 

Suburbanization entails “beyond the city”. This 

refers to the peripheral areas of large cities around the world 

(Fishman, 1987). As cities grow, it expands towards outskirt 

areas and thus peripheral or suburban areas develop and grow. 

Cities expand towards peripheral area due to high density, 

increasing urban land price and pollution also leading to well 

developed transport and communication facilities. This theory 

further asserts that it is the responsibility of urban government 

to provide basic amenities in these areas as these suburban 

areas may not necessarily have a separate political unit. The 

extensions of the urban areas due to high population density 

also contribute to some degrees of vices or challenges in the 

urban areas which is the rationale for this scholarly paper. 

Stouffer’s law of intervening opportunities  

This theory unveils that the number of persons going 

to a given distance is directly proportional to the number of 

opportunities at that distance and inversely proportional to the 

number of intervening opportunities”. This implies that as 

employment opportunities are available in the urban areas so 

also the number of people migrating from the place of less 

labour demand which is the rural areas to the place of high 

labour demand which is the urban areas. Stouffer also 

articulated that between the final destination and departure 

place if there are good opportunities then the migrant will 

settle down in between rather than their planned final 

destination. Stouffer argues that the volume of migration had 

less to do with distance and population than with the 

availability of opportunities in each location 

(http://www.civil.iitb.ac.in/~dhingra/ce751/module3.pdf). 

Push and pull factors theory 

This theory reveals that what makes most people 

from rural areas to migrate to urban areas is because of rural 

poverty, environmental shocks inter alia, and to urge for the 

urban areas is the better employment opportunities, advanced 

medical facilities, better educational system among others in 

the urban areas. The population pressures in the urban areas 

affect the environment and create more social vices in the 

urban areas. Push factors are those things that are 

unfavourable about the specific area that one lives in and 

hence push them to move away from that particular area. Pull 

factors are those things that attract one to another area due to 

various reasons. Push factors can be less of employment 

opportunities, natural disaster, war, pollution, poor, housing 

etc. and pull factors can be better employment opportunities, 

better living conditions, healthy environment etc. However, it 

is difficult to say whether migrants are pushed by rural 

poverty or pulled better opportunities in city 

(http://geog.ucsb.edu/~tobler/publications/pdf_docs/movemen

t/migration/ PushPull.pdf) 

Causes of Urbanization 

The causes of urbanization identified by Pawan (2016) are as 

follows: 

 Industrial growth 

 Social factors  

 Employment opportunities  

 Modernization  

 

 Industrial growth 

Industrial growth is a major cause of urbanization. It has 

expanded the employment opportunities. Rural people have 
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migrated to cities on account of better employment 

opportunities. When urban population growth rate is 40% in 

India, the industrial growth rate is about 60% per annum. 

 Social Factors 

Many social factors such as attraction of cities, better standard 

of living, better educational facilities, need for status also 

induce people to migrate to cities. There are numerous social 

benefits attributed to life in the cities and towns. 

 Employment opportunities 

In rural sector people have to depend mainly on agriculture 

for their livelihood. But Indian agriculture is depending on 

monsoon. In drought situations or natural calamities, rural 

people have to migrate to cities. In cities and towns, there are 

ample job opportunities that continually draw people from the 

rural areas to seek better livelihood. Therefore, the majority of 

people frequently migrate into urban areas to access well  

paying jobs as urban areas have countless employment 

opportunities in all developmental sectors such as public 

health, education, transport, sports and recreation, industries, 

and business enterprises. 

 Modernization 

Urban areas are characterized by sophisticated technology 

better infrastructure, communication, medical facilities, etc. In 

urban areas, people also embrace changes in the modes of 

living namely residential habits, attitudes, dressing, food, and 

beliefs. 

IV. FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR URBAN GROWTH IN 

NIGERIA 

Some of the factors responsible for urban growth in Nigeria 

are identified and articulated below: 

Natural Increase of Births and Migration 

During the pre-colonial period in Nigeria, the 

population of the traditional towns grew very slowly through 

natural increase of births over deaths. Migration from war and 

disasters prone areas to safe heavens also contributed to urban 

population growth in Nigeria as a nation state. Persistent inter-

tribal wars led to sudden and serious decline in the population 

of many settlements while some were completely destroyed 

by the enemy. In the South-Western part, there were few other 

towns and cities such as Ibadan, Benin, Ile-Ife, Oyo, and 

Ilesha, whose populations were enlarged by the influx of 

displaced persons and refugees fleeing from war affected 

areas. There was a clear increase in the population of urban 

centres which was more than doubled the number recorded in 

1931 (Olujimi, 1993, 2003b). The urban centres of Lagos, 

Port Harcourt, Warri, Jos, Kaduna and Kano have grown very 

fast. Abuja, the Federal Capital City and some of the new 

State capitals have also experienced phenomenal growth as a 

result of migration (Adepoju, 2006). 

 

Trade and Commerce 

In Nigeria during the colonial era, the country 

witnessed great trading activities by European traders who 

penetrated more into the hinterland. This led to the 

establishment of more trading centres at places like Abeokuta, 

Iseyin and Oshogbo. The Obas and village-heads in 

settlements along the routes passed by the European traders 

arranged means for the carrying of the European traders from 

one settlement to the other (Dike, 1960). Rapid urban growth 

has resulted in problems of urban congestion/overcrowding, 

poor housing, poor environmental sanitation, unemployment, 

crimes and other social vices which have come to characterize 

Nigeria's large urban centres. Administrative units‟ 

headquarters were established in existing traditional towns 

while new towns were created to carry out the functions of 

administration trade in Nigeria.  

States and Administrative Units Creation 

The impetus for the increase in urban population in 

Nigeria among many factors is the creation of new states, 

LGAs and development centres. The headquarters of these 

states and LGAs became attractive centres for jobs, thereby 

pulling people from rural areas to urban areas or centres, 

through rural-urban migration. The differences in occupations 

and functions attracts population to urban centres, making the 

urban centres to serve as engine of economic development and 

to act as population magnet to surrounding rural dwellers 

(Egunjobi, 1999, Olujimi, 2005b). The Post Colonial is the 

most significant period in the history of urban development in 

Nigeria, as the period witnessed phenomenal urban growth. 

The number of urban centres rose from the few regional 

centres at independence, which were essentially regional 

headquarters, such as Ibadan, Enugu, Kaduna, Benin, Lagos 

and Maiduguri among others. Nigeria currently has more than 

500 urban centres including mega-cities. In essence, 

urbanization is the process by which urban population 

increases in absolute number and in proportion to rural 

population either through the increase in population of 

existing cities or through the growth of new ones (Olujimi, 

2011).  

V. SOCIAL VICES OF URBANIZATION IN NIGERIA 

Due to the mass exodus of people from rural areas to 

urban areas for the purpose of better employment 

opportunities, quality medical and educational facilities 

among others there are increasing competition for facilities 

based on the high standard of living in urban areas, which 

triggered numerous challenges in the urban areas as a result of 

such movement. Many people including farmers who 

migrated to cities in search of a better life end up becoming 

casual labourers as they lack adequate skills. This results to 

one of the worst challenges of urbanization which is the 

growth of slums (urban areas that are heavily populated with 

substandard housing and very poor living conditions). These 

slums are usually located on lands that are not owned by the 

slum dwellers. Many researchers revealed that the conditions 
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of the housing where over 60% of urban dwellers live in 

Nigeria are highly deplorable (Onokerhoraye, 1976; Wahab, 

et al. 1990; Olotuah and Adesiji, 2005). High rates of 

overcrowding, substandard buildings, and infrastructural 

inadequacies have been reported in all the urban centres in 

Nigeria (Adedibu, 1985 and Onibokun, 1987). Therefore, the 

slum dwellers can be evicted at any time by the land owners. 

Crowding and lack of sanitation can contributes to outbreak of 

diseases, shortage of sewage disposal, utilities such as water 

and electricity are also scarce. Other evils of urbanization 

includes unemployment since the number of people 

competing for jobs is more than jobs available, unemployment 

is an inevitable problem, unemployment and poverty coerce 

people into anti-social activities. Slums become a breeding 

ground for criminal activities.  

Urbanization has increased the poverty level in cities 

due to the alarming population growth of urban centres, and 

this is further aggravated by unemployment, 

underemployment, a decrease in real wages due to persistent 

inflation and uncontrolled migration (Celia, 2006). Details of 

the vices of urbanization are elucidated below: 

Environmental/Ecological problems and Climate Change:  

In Nigeria, Mba, et al. (2004) identifies several types 

of environmental problems classified as ecological, poaching 

and habitat loss, increasing desertification and soil erosion. 

These are further subdivided into pollution (water, land, visual 

and noise), deforestation, global warming and slum 

development, etc. Environmental problems in the urban 

centres have resulted to many health problems in Nigeria, and 

they also have a negative effect on the overall economy of the 

country. Apart from general health implications of 

environmental problems, there are tendencies of the problems 

affecting the psyche of the people. For example, residents of 

urban slums are known to show deviance attitudes, apathy to 

government programmes and anti-social values like, 

prostitution, crimes, and juvenile delinquency (Adedeji and 

Ezeyi, 2010). Improper wastes management has made the 

societal fabric of many urban centres in Nigeria to be very 

unsightly. Traffic congestion which increases the generation 

of the cars‟ exhaust due to the traffic delay is another major 

environmental problem in Nigerian urban centres. Slums 

developments in urban centres also deplete the physical 

environment, increases crimes and violence.  

Other environmental impacts of urbanization 

includes temperature due to factors such as paving over 

formerly vegetated land, increasing number of residences and 

high-rise apartments and industries, temperature increases 

drastically. Air pollution that are emanating from factories and 

automobiles causes harmful emissions of gases and smoke. 

Water cycle changes as cities have more precipitation than 

surrounding areas. Due to dumping of sewage from factories 

in water bodies, water pollution occur which can lead to 

outbreaks of epidemics. With urbanization Habitats that meant 

to accommodate many animals and birds are destroyed in 

order to make an area urbanized.  

  Odjugo (2011) unveils that Nigeria is experiencing 

global warming at the rate higher than the global mean 

temperatures. In Nigeria, the mean increase in temperature 

from 1971 to 2008 is 1.78 degree centigrade, compared to the 

global mean increase in temperature of 0.74 0C since 

instrumental global temperature measurement started in 1860. 

The sharp increase in temperature between 1971 and 2005 in 

Nigeria could be linked to the effect of climate change and its 

associated global warming earlier reported (Mabo, 2006 and 

Odjugo, 2011).  

Poverty and Unemployment 

Poverty is seen by World Bank (1996) as hunger, 

lack of shelter, being sick and not being able to see a doctor, 

not having access to school and not knowing how to read. An 

act of living on less than a dollar per day signifies that one is 

poor. Aluko (1975) asserted that poverty is a lack of command 

over basic consumption needs. Poverty is also having fear for 

tomorrow, the state of hopelessness and to be jobless. 

Ayedun, et al., (2011) reveals that more than 70 million 

Nigerians live in poverty. The reason for the high rate of 

poverty in Nigeria is as a result of the inadequate job 

opportunities, infrastructural facilities and services that are not 

adequate enough to meet the demands of urban dwellers.  

Unemployment is very high in all urban centres in 

Nigeria, and the main reason is because of the high population 

of migrants from the rural areas in Nigeria, and as the 

unemployment rate is increasing in the urban centres that of 

the country side is reducing because of the homogenous kind 

of activity which is agriculture. Rural-urban migration has a 

significant impact on unemployment levels of the destination 

cities (Aworemi  et al., 2011). One of the major consequences 

of the rapid urbanization process has been the burgeoning 

supply of job seekers in both the modern (formal) and 

traditional (informal) sectors of the urban economy (Todaro, 

1997).  

 Crimes and Insecurity  

The proliferation of crimes in Nigerian urban centres 

include robbery, kidnapping, rape, murder, child trafficking, 

murder, political violence, fraud, suicide, and prostitution 

among other crimes, which are the resultant factors of 

urbanization. All these crimes are urban affairs and not rural 

affairs, because many inhabitants of the countryside are 

related in one way or the other. Celia (2006) opines that rapid 

urbanization, industrialization, and migration to the cities are 

major factors that contribute to higher crime rates in 

Philippine urban centres. This is not in contrast to the 

urbanization vices as regards crimes in Nigerian urban areas. 

The Nigerian Police numerical strength is not commensurate 

with the total population, as one Policeman to 5,000 

Nigerians; unlike in developed countries with one Policeman 

to about 400 people (Agbola, 1997).  
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In many urban centres of Nigeria today, criminal 

activities and violence are assuming dangerous tendencies as 

they threaten lives and properties, the national sense of well-

being and coherence, peace, social order and security, thus, 

reducing the quality of life of the citizens (Ahmed, 2010). At 

least, one of these crimes is committed on daily basis in 

Nigerian urban centre, while in some cases the culprits are 

always at large, due to the exploded population growth of 

urban centres with millions of people. Out of all the crimes in 

Nigeria, robbery incidence is the highest with 27.3% (Robert, 

2007). Small Arms Survey (2007) shows that 1.6% of 

households own a firearm in Nigeria. It is unlawful for any 

person in Nigeria, apart from the government security agents 

to own or carry firearm. But the number of persons with 

firearms continues to increase as robbery and kidnapping 

incidence has become an order of the day in many urban 

centres in developing or transitional countries. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Urbanization usually occurs when people move from 

villages to cities for settlement either temporal or permanent 

in hope of better employment opportunities, higher standard 

of living, quality education and health facilities. This usually 

takes place in developing countries especially Nigeria. In rural 

areas, people also become victims of unpredictable weather 

conditions such as drought and floods which can adversely 

affect their livelihood. This mass exodus of people from rural 

to urban areas also constituted a lot of vices in the place of 

destination such as crime and insecurity, poverty and 

unemployment, ecological/environmental problems among 

several others. To some extent these problems push other 

people from their place of destination to their place of origin. 

VII. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 The government should give more attention to the 

social plight of rural dwellers in order to reduce their 

mass exodus from the rural areas to urban areas. 

 Government should established some of her agencies 

annexes at the rural areas so as to absorb the rural 

educated youths than leaving them migrating to the 

urban areas and make the urban areas congested. 

 Environmental offenders should be fined. 

 Securities network in the urban areas should be given 

more attention by the government to enable them 

arrest and prosecute criminals who are making some 

part of urban areas difficult place to live. 
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