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Abstract: - The 1999 constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria identifies the Local Government as the third tier of 

government, and thus an instrument for the achievement of 

sustainable development at the grassroots. Certain basic 

functions are therefore ascribed to it by the constitution. Many 

researchers have been conducted on the performance of local 

governments in Nigeria, and other political systems in world. 

However, these researches have not used the constitutional 

functions of the local government as basis for the appraisal of the 

local government. Using the survey research method, this study 

not only seeks to investigate respondents’ perception on the 

extent to which local government had performed their 

constitutional roles in the South Western part of Nigeria, but also 

to compare and identify if there is any difference between the oil 

and non oil producing states of the region. The study discovered 

that the performance level of local governments is still below and 

expectation, and that there is a minimal difference in the local 

governments’ performance at both the oil and non oil producing 

states of the South West region of Nigeria. The study 

recommends that local government staff should be trained on 

their constitutional roles, and also local government 

administrations should be financially empowered to carry out 

their expected roles. 

Keywords: Development, performance, comparison, grassroots, 

constitution. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

n most societies of the world, development programs and 

agenda have often been an offshoot of the needs and 

demands of the people at the local levels. Thus, in most cases, 

the efficiency of governance is measured by the extent to 

which the developmental and survival needs of the people at 

the local levels have been met and or neglected. This 

understanding therefore to a large extent underscores the 

arguments of the Efficiency-Service Schools of thought on the 

necessity of local governments in any nation of the world. 

 According to this school of thought, the essential 

function of local government is not restricted to democratic 

socialization and practice but the provision of essential 

services to the people in accordance to the needs and demands 

of the people in that geographical area (W.J.M, 1954). It is the 

provision of these services that therefore determines if 

government is successful or not; responsive or repulsive; and 

whether it is welfaristic or predatory. 

 In line with this perception, as far back as 1987, the 

Political Bureau report had conceived the local government as 

being the most viable instrument for the delivery of social 

services to the people. This is given the fact it is the tier of 

government that is nearest to the people; better situated to 

articulate and aggregate the demands of the people, and thus a 

vital instrument for the proposal and execution of grassroots 

development and thus national development (Ugwu, 2004). 

This observation by the Political Bureau is positively 

associated directly with the 1976 Local Government reforms 

which underscored the need to decentralize State 

Governments to Local levels so as to actively harness local 

resources for rapid development (Bureau, 1976) 

 To this end therefore, section seven, Fourth Schedule 

of 1999 constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria had 

stipulated the constitutional functions of the local government 

council to cover the economic, political, environmental, 

educational and social aspects of life of the citizens at the at 

the seven hundred and seventy four local government areas in 

Nigeria.   

 However, the Nigeria experience has been such that 

over the years, the local governments have either not attained 

or have been prevented from the achievement of the lofty 

ideas behind their establishments. Thus, at various times, and 

under different regimes, the third tier of government had been 

the subject of various reforms, reviews and re-organisation, all 

in a bid to make it functional within the context of 

expectations of local and in event, national development. 

Thus, (Dare, 1988) had observed that no institution in Nigeria 

had been subjected to so much reform, review or 

reorganization as the local government. Unfortunately 

however, these reforms had not yielded the expected result. 

 While militarization of governance in Nigeria could 

be explained as being the bane of Local Government 

administration and therefore the cause, amongst others, for the 

under performances of Local Government in Nigeria, the 

uninterrupted seventeen year democratic governance calls for 

a paradigm shift of this aging conclusion. However before 

such could be researched into, it is important to empirically 

ascertain if the local government is efficient under a 

democratic regime or otherwise. 

 

I 



International Journal of Research and Innovation in Social Science (IJRISS) |Volume II, Issue V, May 2018|ISSN 2454-6186 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 97 
 

II. AIMS AND OBJECTIVE 

 In the democratic dispensation of Nigeria, many 

State governments have presented enviable scorecards of 

service delivery to the people. But given the fact that the 

people are in the best position to ascertain the reception of 

service delivery; and given the fact that the local government 

is the nearest government to the people and therefore prone to 

quicker and valid assessment by the people, this study while 

seeking to investigate the extent to which the local 

government has been of service to the people, its primary 

focus is on the comparison of service delivery in Ondo with 

that of other states in the South West of Nigeria. This would 

invariably ascertain whether the oil wealth of Ondo State has 

a distinctive impact on the lives of the citizenry as compared 

with the other non-oil producing states in the South West 

region. 

III. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 The quest for development takes the pinnacle of the 

pyramid of needs of most developing countries, of which 

Nigeria is one. This quest therefore necessitates the 

formulation and execution of policies, including systems of 

government that is perceived to deliver the much needed 

development to such a political system. However in 

heterogeneous societies such as Nigeria, the best for m of 

government seems to be the Federal system, which in practice 

makes room for the existence of three tiers of government – 

federal, state and local government. 

 The Local Government has been conceived as a 

government under the responsibility of the local people and in 

the interest of the local population by local representative 

bodies (Ikelegbe A.O., 2005). Furthermore, he reiterates that it 

is a segment of a constituent state or region of a nation state, 

established by law to provide public services and regulate 

public affairs within its area of jurisdiction. These public 

services were to be such as are needed for the development of 

the grassroots. In tandem with the quest for development, 

the developmental school of local government studies has 

submitted that given the parallel need of integration as a 

catalyst to development, the local government is better 

equipped and strategically located to promote local integration 

into the main stream of national governance and also promote 

development from the grassroots. Thus beyond the purpose of 

decongesting government at the centre, the local government 

as a tier of government is very essential at the attainment of 

development through the generation and execution of realistic 

and lasting programmes that foster social and economic 

betterment at the grassroots (Emily, 1962). 

 It is in this light that the local government had been 

saddled with constitutional functions aimed at grassroots 

development in particular and national development as a 

whole. However in most literatures on Nigeria‟s local 

government the performance management on these functions 

have been lacking? Performance management in this light is 

seen as by Hurley  “… a process for establishing a shared 

understanding about what is to be achieved and how it is to be 

achieved, and an approach to managing people that increases 

the probability of achieving success. It allows people to 

identify their own unique contribution to the achievements of 

the objectives of their organization by forging meaningful 

linkages between personal and sectional objectives and overall 

objectives”. (Hurley, J. (1999).  

 The practical operations of the Local Government 

system in Nigeria are such that gives little or no room for 

people‟s participation. Thus, while the constitution in its 

fourth schedule clearly stipulates what should  achieved, the 

way and manner for its achievement is however left to the 

whims and caprices of the administrators of the local 

governments, who in most cases do not consult the people 

they govern, thus disallowing them form contributing to the 

achievements of these constitutional objectives. 

 Given the exclusion of the people in the process 

therefore, it becomes a herculean task in order to appraise the 

performance of local government administrations based on the 

expectations of the people at the grassroots. While scholars 

have at times developed certain performance indicators with 

which to appraise local governments, such appraisals have not 

been based on the delivery of public services as needed by the 

people. In this regard, (Palmer, 1993) observed that 

performance indicators often used in local systems are such 

that have few performance indicators which are sensitive to 

consumer‟s needs.  

For example, in his research work (Abutudu, 2011) 

on the Local government focused on the eight core principles 

of governance as identified by UNESCAP, and sought to 

identify the existence, if any, in the local administration of 

Nigeria. However, while suggesting that good governance 

could promote development oriented services to the people, 

the research did not seek to identify the much needed 

development oriented services needed by particular grassroots 

and also the extent to which local governments actually 

deliver its constitutional services to its teeming population. 

Also, while local governments were set up to 

enhance rural infrastructural delivery, Lawal had observed 

that various local governments in Nigeria had failed to 

achieve this goal (Lawal, 2014). Although the causes of these 

failures which included corruption, poor management, 

misappropriation and misapplication of local government 

funds were identified, the research work was silent on the 

actual infrastructures. Thus, given these lacuna, it is difficult 

to establish the basis of appraising the extent to which a local 

government had delivered public services to people across 

States. The most pliable basis of appraisal therefore remains 

the constitutional provisions for their establishment and 

purpose, which this study adopts.  

In the fourth schedule of the 1999 constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria, the functions of the local 

government are well provided for. Essentially these functions 

include the following: 
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(a) The consideration and making of recommendations 

to a state commission on economic planning or any 

similar body on: 

1. The economic development of the state, 

particularly in so far as the areas of 

authority of the council and of the state are 

affected, and 

2. Proposals made by the said commission or 

body; 

(b) Collection of rates, radio and television licenses 

(c) Establishment and maintenance of cemeteries, burial 

grounds and homes for the destitute or infirm 

(d) Licensing of bicycles, trucks, other mechanically 

propelled trucks, canoes, wheel barrows and carts. 

(e) Establishment of slaughter houses, slaughter slabs, 

markets, motor parks and public conveniences; 

(f) Construction and maintenance of roads, streets, street 

lightings, drains and other public highways, parks, 

gardens, open spaces or such public facilities as may 

be prescribed from time to time by the House of 

Assembly of the State. 

(g) Naming or roads, and streets and numbering of 

houses 

(h) Provision and maintenance of public conveniences, 

sewage and refuse disposal. 

(i) Registration of all births, deaths and marriages 

(j) Assessment of privately owned houses or tenements 

for the purposes of levying such rates as may be 

prescribed by the house of Assembly of States. 

(k) Control and regulation of: 

1. Outdoor advertising and hoarding 

2. Movement and keeping of pets of all 

description 

3.   Shops and kiosks 

4.  Restaurants, bakeries and other places of 

sale of food to the public 

5. Laundries 

6. Licensing, regulation and control of the sale 

of liquor 

(l) Participation of such council in the government of  a 

State as regards the following matters: 

1) the provision and maintenance of primary 

adult and vocational education, 

2) the development of agriculture and natural 

resources other than the exploitation of 

minerals 

3) The provision and maintenance of health 

services 

4) such other functions as may be conferred on 

a local government council by the House of 

Assembly of the State. (Nigeria, 1999) 

Therefore, this study becomes essential, as the 

delivery of services highlighted in the constitution have 

implications on the quality of life of citizens, and the resultant 

development of the people, grassroots and the nation 

(Donnelly, M., 1998) 

IV. METHODOLOGY 

The data used in this study were derived from 

primary and secondary sources. The survey administration 

procedures which involved the use of structured 

questionnaires and also informal interviews were employed to 

solicit for information from respondents from the South 

Western part of Nigeria. Nine hundred questionnaires( that is, 

three hundred from each of the three states considered)  from 

randomly selected respondents were analyzed. While 

secondary data were content analysed, qualitative data were 

analysed using simple descriptive statistical tools given that 

the establishment of relationships between and or among the 

variables tested was outside the scope of this study. Ondo 

State was selected for comparison with other selected South 

West States (Ogun, and Osun), because it was the only Oil 

derivative state, which gets additional income from the federal 

government and also because compared to others, which are 

under the control of the All Progressives Congress (APC), the  

state is under the control of the Peoples Democratic Party 

(PDP) 

Theoretical Framework 

The investigation of the peoples perception of the 

performance of constitutional roles to the people of the 

grassroots by the local government informs the necessity of 

using the Structural functional approach as a theoretical 

framework for this study. As developed by Talcot Parson, the 

approach identifies required functions needed for both 

survival and development of the society, and the efficacy of 

structures placed in position to do so.  Thus, McIntyre 

(1966).defined functions as the contribution that an item 

makes to the maintenance of the whole while structure is the 

arrangement of the roles of which a social system is 

composed.   

Although, this approach was developed with the 

family in mind, but its adaptation into the study of political 

systems has benefitted the better understanding of political 

interactions and their aftermath in any given society. The 

constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria had enunciated 

certain functions which would not only lead to the 

development of the country as a whole, but also develop the 

people at the grassroots level. The same constitution had also 

made structures available that could well carry out these 

functions in the most convenient way. It is the investigation of 

the extent of achievement of these goals within the given 

structures that can give us a valid outcome on the success or 

otherwise of these structures. The research work did not 

extend to the impact of the status quo on the relationship 

between decentralisation and service delivery of the local 

governments. 

Structural functionalism becomes imperative in the 

investigation of a study of this nature, since the local 



International Journal of Research and Innovation in Social Science (IJRISS) |Volume II, Issue V, May 2018|ISSN 2454-6186 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 99 
 

government stands as the link of service delivery to the end 

users in a democratic state in Nigeria. Thus, more or less, the 

Federal and State Governments depend on the Local 

Governments for development and survival. Once a local 

government is functional and delivers to the people, there is a 

general belief that government is working. 

V. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

 The first objective of this research was to determine, 

from respondent‟s perspective, in the South Western part of 

Nigeria, the extent to which the Local Governments have been 

observed to perform their constitutional role, according to the 

fourth schedule of the 1999 constitution in Nigeria.  

VI. DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

Table 1: Sex of respondents 

Gender 
Respondents‟ 

Frequency 

Percentage 

(%) 

Male 498 55.3 

Female 402 44.7 

Total 900 100 

             Source: Field Work 2015 

The distribution of participants in the study revealed 

that more men (55.3per cent) than women (44.7per cent) 

responded to the questionnaires. This disparity in gender 

however would not affect the general outcomes of the study, 

as the aim is not to determine the relationship between gender 

and local government service delivery in the States under 

study. 

Table 2: Age Distribution of respondents 

Age Respondents‟ Frequency 
Percentage 

(%) 

16-21 94 10.4 

22-27 243 27 

28-33 227 25.2 

34-39 174 19.3 

40-45 101 11.2 

46 and above 61 6.9 

Total 900 100 

       Source: Field Work 2015 

More people in the working and enlightened age 

bracket took part in this research as shown in From Table 2. 

amongst the 900 respondents, about 97per cent of the 

respondents are still within the working class age, hence are 

expected to have rational perceptions of the extent of service 

delivery of local governments at the grassroots, as well as in 

their community or local government of abode. 

 

Table 3: Highest educational attainment of respondents 

Qualifications 
Respondents‟ 

Frequency 

Percentage 

(%) 

Primary/SSCE 165 18.3 

OND/NCE 271 30.1 

HND/BSc. 345 38.3 

MSC/Mphil/Phd 67 7.4 

Others 52 5.9 

Total 900 100 

Source: Field Work 2015 

Table 3 above showed that all the respondents are 

literate, howbeit to different levels. Thus, they are able to 

understand the demands of the questionnaires and answer 

appropriately, thus enabling them to give objective opinion on 

the local government service delivery in their areas of abode. 

Table 4: Employment Status of respondents 

Nature of 

Employment 
Respondents‟ Frequency 

Percentage 

(%) 

Government Employed 311 34.6 

Private sector employed 236 26.2 

Self Employed 225 25 

Unemployed 128 14.2 

Total 900 100 

   Source: Field Work 2015 

Table 4, show that while 14.2per cent of the 

respondents are unemployed, 25per cent are self employed. 

Thus, about 39.2per cent of the respondents would be 

potential beneficiaries of a responsive local government‟s 

programmes of poverty alleviation, small scale enterprises 

loans, and job creation. Their responses go a long way in 

arriving at valid conclusions on local government service 

delivery in the selected areas. 

TABLE 5: GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF RESPONDENTS‟ 

VIEW ON SERVICE DELIVERY. 

S/N SERVICE DELIVERY 

AVERAGE 

PERCENTAGE 

AGREED 
 

1 
Provision of homes for Mentally 

impaired people 
33.3 

2 
Maintenance (Cleaning) of Burial 

Grounds 
35.5 

3 
Quick and Effective Response to 

People’s Needs 
37.5 

4 
Provision of Slaughter houses for 

animals 
44.5 

5 
Provision of Parks, Gardens and Open 

spaces for Parties and Picnics 
45.5 

6 Provision of Cemeteries for Burial 47.5 

7 Provision of Employment to citizens 50.5 

8 
Provision of Drainages by Local 

Government 
56.5 
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9 
Provision of licenses to Trucks and 

other vehicles 
59.5 

10 Repair and Maintenance of Road 53 

11 Provision of care for the handicapped 56.5 

12 
Provision of Bicycle, Carts and Wheel 

barrow Licenses 
57 

13 
Provision of Public conveniences 

(Public Toilet) 
57.5 

14 Provision of Waste Disposal Pits 62.5 

15 Provision of good health care service 66.5 

16 
Local Government should be 

autonomous for better service delivery 
77 

17 Establishment of Markets 79 

Source: Field survey 2016 

Table 5 above reveals that, from the respondents‟ 

viewpoint, based on their experiences with the local 

governments, less than 40per cent of the respondents agreed 

that the local governments have carried out their constitutional 

roles in the areas of provision of homes for mentally impaired 

people (33.3per cent), maintenance (cleaning) of burial 

grounds (35.5per cent) and quick and effective response to 

people‟s needs (37.5per cent). This implies that about 60per 

cent of the respondents are of the opinion that the local 

governments have not delivered public service to the populace 

in these areas.  

The implications of these are noticeable in the 

indiscriminate wandering of mentally insane people in the 

streets, thereby posing dangers to law abiding citizens and 

themselves. In certain cases, the non provision of homes for 

the mentally imbalanced had motivated criminals to disguise 

as insane adults, thus escaping the prying eyes of law 

enforcement agents as they carry out nefarious activities of 

criminal surveillance, kidnapping and sometimes murders. In 

addition to this, the non maintenance of burial grounds has 

also been responsible for people‟s refusal to patronize 

government burial grounds for the purpose of interment of the 

dead.  Rather, it has become a common phenomenon in these 

areas to bury their dead in the house and on habitable lands; 

and these comes with its health hazards to the community and 

in recent times have been identified as a means of transmitting 

communicable diseases in the society.  

Furthermore, the less than quick and effective 

responses to people‟s needs by the local governments have 

also refuted the claim that the local government is the closest 

government to the people. While lack of funds, manpower and 

machines are often given as reasons for this, the people at the 

grassroots have by this lackadaisical attitude of the local 

government been alienated from government, and in most 

cases, have reduced their commitment to government 

programmes at the local level. 

Also, less than 50 per cent of the respondents in the 

South Western part of Nigeria are of the opinion that the local 

governments have delivered expected services in the areas of 

provision of slaughter houses for animals (44.5per cent), 

provision of cemeteries for burial (47.5per cent), and 

provision of parks, gardens and open spaces for parties and 

picnics (45.5per cent).  This percentage however suggests that 

while these services may be available, they are not sufficiently 

provided as to meet the needs of the majority of the people at 

the grassroots level. The implications of this insufficiency 

with regards to slaughter houses has contributed to the 

slaughter and sales of unhealthy animals to the general 

populace, including the processing of beef in unhygienic 

locations and manner thereby contributing to the spread of 

diseases in the community. 

 As observed earlier, the non provision of cemeteries 

for burial also has its own attendant health hazards on the 

community, while the inadequate provision of parks, gardens 

and open spaces for parties and picnics has inhibited to a large 

extent monitored spaces for socialization and integration of 

the various peoples in the society. In addition to this, there 

have been indiscriminate blockages of roads and streets for 

the purpose of holding parties thereby causing traffic jams, 

manpower hour losses and noise pollution and their attendant 

health related complications. 

However, more than 50per cent of the respondents in 

the south Western part of Nigeria unanimously agreed that the 

local governments have delivered public service in certain 

areas. These include: provision of employment to citizens 

(50.5per cent), provision of drainages by local government 

(56.5per cent), provision of licenses to trucks and other 

vehicles (59.5per cent), repair and maintenance of road (53per 

cent), provision of care for the handicapped (56.5per cent), 

provision of bicycle, carts and wheel barrow licenses (57per 

cent), and provision of public conveniences (public toilet) 

(57.5per cent). Apart from the provision of licenses to trucks 

and other vehicles; and the provision of bicycle, carts and 

wheel barrow licenses, which are internally generated income 

sources for the local government, all other areas of service 

delivery mentioned above have improved the socio-economic 

status of the people at the grassroots level, although the 

perception indicates that such performances are still averagely 

done. These have in no mean way contributed to the 

development of the local governments and the people. 

Finally, this study deduced that more than 60per cent 

of the respondents agreed that the local governments in the 

South Western part of Nigeria have delivered public services 

to the people in the areas of: provision of waste disposal pits 

(62.5per cent), provision of good health care service (66.5per 

cent) and the establishment of markets (79 per cent). While 

the provision of waste disposal pits reduces the menace of 

indiscriminate dumping of refuse, which could have created 

health hazards, the provision of effective primary health care 

centers and services at the grassroots have also contributed to 

reductions in maternal birth mortalities, curbed the spread of 

communicable diseases, promoted vaccination programs and 

also provided appropriate health education to the people of the 

grassroots. The provision of markets have also boosted the 

economic livelihood of the people at the grassroots as well as 
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contributed to the local governments‟ internally generated 

revenue through the issuance of sales taxes. 

 The second objective of this research was the 

comparison of the respondents‟ views on the Local 

government‟s service delivery to the people, in Ondo state, 

being Oil producing State and other selected States in the 

South West part of the country. 

TABLE 6: COMPARISON OF PERCEIVED LOCAL GOVERNMENT‟S 

SERVICE DELIVERY 

S/N SERVICE DELIVERY 

ONDO STATE 

PERCENTAGE 

AGREED 

OTHER 

STATES 

PERCENTAGE 

AGREED 

1 

Provision of homes for 

Mentally impaired 

people 

 

20 25 

2 
Maintenance (Cleaning) 

of Burial Grounds 
33 38 

3 
Quick and Effective 

Response to People’s 

Needs 

34 41 

4 
Provision of Slaughter 

houses for animals 
44 45 

5 

Provision of Parks, 

Gardens and Open 

spaces for Parties and 

Picnics 

39 52 

6 
Provision of Cemeteries 

for Burial 

 

42 53 

7 
Provision of 

Employment to citizens 
46 55 

8 
Provision of Drainages 

by Local Government 

 

55 58 

9 
Provision of licenses to 

Trucks and other 

vehicles 

60 59 

10 
Repair and Maintenance 

of Road 
46 60 

11 
Provision of care for the 

handicapped 
52 61 

12 
Provision of Bicycle, 

Carts and Wheel barrow 

Licenses 

53 61 

13 
Provision of Public 

conveniences (Public 

Toilet) 

51 64 

14 
Provision of Waste 

Disposal Pits 
59 66 

15 
Provision of good health 

care service 
65 68 

16 

Local Government 

should be autonomous 

for better service 

delivery 

79 75 

17 
Establishment of 

Markets 
79 79 

Source: Field survey 2016 

The table 6 above shows the perception of respondents of the 

selected southwest local governments and Ondo state with 

regards to their constitutional roles. While there were areas of 

perceived congruence in the levels of performance with 

regards to certain roles (e.g. Establishment of Markets), there 

were areas where other South West state residents had a slight 

but higher perception of performance than Ondo State, (e.g. 

maintenance (cleaning) of burial grounds, provision of 

slaughter houses for animals, provision of drainages by local 

government and provision of good health care services). 

 However, there was a clear difference of more than 

8per cent in the perception of respondents in Ondo State viz a 

viz their counterparts in other South West States with regards 

to the delivery of certain key services to the people. These 

areas border on health, economic and social needs. For 

example while 55per cent of the respondents in other States 

affirm that the Local Government provides employment to 

people in the grassroots, only 46per cent affirm that Ondo 

State does the same. In interviews conducted with some of the 

respondents, such employments range from direct labour on 

casual basis, to full employment at the local government 

secretariat and sub offices. In Ondo State, respondents 

reported a mass sack of „illegitimate‟ staffs and redeployment 

of local government staffs to primary schools as classroom 

teachers. 

 The variance in the provision of employment, 

possibly for casual and direct labour workers in Ondo State in 

comparison to other States could be adduced to be related to 

the reduced performance of other constitutional roles by the 

local government. From the table 2 above, only 46per cent of 

the respondents in Ondo State affirm that the local 

governments repair roads compared to 60per cent of 

respondents in other states who affirm same. Bad roads have a 

negative impact on the socio-economic development of any 

political system as it affects all aspects of development. The 

repair and maintenance of roads could have also provided 

employment to people at the grassroots on regular basis. 

 Furthermore, with regards to the provision of public 

conveniences (public toilet), and provision of waste disposal 

pits 64per cent and 66per cent of the respondents in other 

South West States affirm the performance of these services 

respectively compared with 51per cent and 59per cent in 

Ondo State. Also with regards to the provision of cemeteries 

for burial, only 42per cent of the respondents in Ondo State 

perceived that the local government performs this function in 

comparison to 53per cent affirmation in other South West 

States. The implication of this has been discussed above.  The 

point to note however is that while the local governments in 

this study have been affirmed to perform these functions, the 

percentage of affirmation in Ondo State, an oil-producing 

State is less than other States in the region.  

 Leisure is an important social need that rejuvenates 

the body, and thus promotes better productivity (Ingrid et al 

2012, Deci and Ryan 1985) . Therefore, the provision of 

leisure centers has important roles in the social and 

development of the grassroots. While 52per cent of 

respondents in other South West states affirmed that their 

local governments have made provisions for parks, gardens 

and open spaces for parties and picnics, only 39per cent of 
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respondents in Ondo State affirm same. The absence of these 

leisure facilities impinges on the level of socialization and 

integration of the people at the grassroots. The lack of open 

spaces and gardens for parties also affects traffic and human 

movement as party makers block roads in order to have 

parties. When there is an impediment against transportation, it 

also has implications for economic development of that area.  

 Finally, the local government was created to bring 

government closer to the people. The government at the centre 

is too far to the people at the grassroots thus impeding prompt 

response to the needs of the people, and thus frustrates the 

efforts in making people fully identify with government 

programme (Ugwu, 2004). The local government due to its 

closeness to the people also acts as the tier for the articulation 

and aggregation of the demands of the people. It is however 

pertinent to note that only a few percentages of the 

respondents (34per cent in Ondo State and 41per cent in other 

South West States) affirm that the local government responds 

quickly and effectively to their emergent needs. This lack 

luster performance in this area contributes to a large extent to 

the feeling of alienation from governance and in effect may 

reduce the level of commitment to the programmes of 

government. The neglect of this important role therefore 

impacts negatively on the emerging developmental needs of 

the grassroots.  

VII. CONCLUSION 

 The Local Governments in the South Western part of 

Nigeria, from the respondents‟ perspective have averagely 

performed the constitutional roles as assigned to them by the 

1999 constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. In order 

for this third tier of government to achieve the quest of 

sustainable development for the grassroots, there is a need for 

more people oriented and impactful programmes aimed at 

meeting the needs of the people. Also, the study observed that 

neither did the Oil wealth accrued to Ondo State nor its being 

controlled by another party, did not create any significant 

positive deviations from the performance of other South West 

local governments in Nigeria. This study recommends 

adequate training for staff and political administrators of the 

local governments to align them with their constitutional 

expectations, and also suggests that more funds should be 

allocated to the local governments in order to empower them 

to achieve their constitutional objectives to the people at the 

grassroots. 
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