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Abstract: - Fire insurance is an effective tool in the mitigation of 

fire risks in Nigeria. This paper therefore examines the economic 

benefits of fire insurance on commodity major markets in 

Nigeria.Few large markets within Ibadan, Oyo State Capital 

were selected for this study. It was discovered that most of the 

shop-occupiers at those markets were ignorant of the meaning 

and importance of fire Insurance. The paper further investigated 

major causes of fire in the market, its effect on the individual 

shop occupiers and the business, the level of insurability of the 

shop occupier and the economic benefits of fire insurance. 500 

questionnaire were administered on the randomly selected 

occupants but only 472 questionnaire were returned. Chi – 

square was used to analyze the data collected along with the 

degree of freedom under the level of significance of 5%. Findings 

indicated that the fire outbreak has effects on the occupants 

business to the extent of closing down or losing some of their 

customers. It is therefore recommended that fire insurance 

should be made as part of the compulsory insurances in Nigeria 

so as to reduce the economic burden of losses on the occupants 

and government. Effective and adequately equipped fire brigade 

should be assigned to protect markets against fire incidents. 

Keywords: Fire, Fire Insurance, Fire outbreak, Occupants, Shop-

Occupiers. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

igeria has been globally acknowledged an economic 

giant not deploying its potential towards economic 

growth and development. The country is also made up of 

many urban cities with economic power and a market size 

bigger than some countries in Africa (Taiwo, 2017). 

Markets are very important in the economy of every country. 

A market is a regular gathering of people for the purchase and 

sale of provisions, livestock and other commodities and 

without a single doubt, a market is an integral part of every 

nation and Nigeria is not an exception. In Nigeria, there are 

many markets that attract a huge number of people, where one 

can virtually buy anything at relatively good prices as well as 

get quality items (Idowu, Okoye, Oni, Benjamin and Bello, 

2016) 

Incessant fire outbreaks has cost the national economy of 

Nigeria about N6 trillion in the last five years, with major 

cities like Lagos, Ibadan, Kano, Port Harcourt, Abuja 

experiencing serious   consequences of the scourge (Izuoba, 

2017). 

Insurance is generally known as a risk mitigation strategy. It 

usefulness to market occupiers cannot be over emphasized. 

The most popular property insurance is the standard fire 

insurance policy. The fire insurance policy offers protection 

against any unforeseen loss or damage to property due to fire 

or other perils covered under the policy. The different types of 

property that could be covered under a fire insurance policy 

are dwellings, offices, shops, hospitals, places of worship etc. 

and their contents such as machinery, plants, equipment and 

accessories; finished goods including raw materials, material 

in process, semi-finished goods, finished goods and packing 

materials among other things in factories. 

Fire outbreak in the country has indeed assumed an alarming 

proportion. In Nigeria today, there is barely a day without one 

accident or the other and most has to do with fire outbreak. 

Fire is often describe as the greatest servant but the worst 

master-difficult to control when it turns into inferno- as it 

wrath on, burning and scorching everything on its path. Fire, 

as we all know, has no respect for man; whether rich or poor 

alike. The risk of fire, theft, flood and many other perils are 

constantly within us. It is the effect of all these risks that 

insurance stands to minimize. Many people believe that if 

they are careful they are much less likely to have a fire. While 

it is true that being careful will make you safer, it will not stop 

fire from happening. Most fires are not caused from 

carelessness. They are caused from everyday living that is 

almost impossible for us to change. It has been said that fire is 

a magnificent servant but a terrible master. Fire is one of the 

major causes of waste in any country. It is as a result of this 

that the term fire waste is being used in insurance.  

Losses associated with fire have been with man since the 

invention of fire at the inception of earliest civilization. 

Incidentally, as a result of the sophisticated nature of today, 

the rate of fire losses have equally risen (Izuoba, 2017). Even 

today, hundreds of lives are lost and millions of naira worth of 

damage is still caused by fire every year. The extent of 

damage to property and lives in Nigeria is very difficult to 

calculate due to the fact that most damages due to the fire 

related perils are not always insured. Fire insurance can only 

deal with the financial aspect but even if the owner of fire-

ravaged property is compensated. There could be many 

factors behind fire, for example arson, natural elements, faulty 

wiring, gas apparatus and keeping of petrol in the shop that is 

N 
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using generating set. Therefore, fire insurance is important 

because disaster can happen at any time. 

During the research work, it was discovered that some 

occupiers of the shops in some major markets in Nigeria lost 

most nearly all their properties and ware worth of millions of 

naira to the fire incidents. Some of these shop- occupiers are 

still ignorant of the reasons for buying fire insurance. 

This assertion bring to bear questions such as: What are the 

causes of fire outbreak in Nigeria markets? What is the 

hardship created by fire outbreak to shop occupants? What is 

the level of insurability of the occupants? Does fire insurance 

provide economic benefits? This study seeks to provide 

answers to these questions. 

II. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

In the light of this, the following are the objectives of this 

paper: 

(i) to know the major causes of fire outbreak in Nigeria 

markets; 

(ii) to know the extent of hardship created by the fire 

outbreak to the occupants; 

(iii) to know the level of insurability of the occupants; 

(iv) To know the economic benefits of fire insurance to 

the occupants 

III. RESEARCH HYPOTHESES 

HO1: there is no significant difference on the major causes of 

fire outbreak in Nigeria markets. 

HO2:  the level of insurability does not affect the occupants 

HO3: there is no significant effect of fire outbreak to the 

occupants. 

HO4:  Fire insurance has no economic benefit to the occupants. 

IV. REVIEW OF RELATED ON FIRE INSURANCE 

According to Rumah (2015), fire insurance is a type of 

insurance policy on property that will protect the structure and 

the contents of your home from fire hazards. In addition, fire 

insurance also provides financial help to replace lost 

possessions. The existence of this insurance enables an 

insured go back to normal business as soon as possible.  

According to Donelon (2014), fire accident can incur heavy 

property and financial losses. Having a fire insurance 

coverage saves you from financial disaster and brings you 

back from the cold. Of course if the incident is natural or 

intentional, the policy may or may not cover the damage; 

however, at a turbulent time when you have probably lost 

your house, money, assets, this policy will provide 

compensation to the insured. 

Ojogbo (2004), observed that the basic intention of a fire 

policy is to provide compensation to the insured person in the 

event of damage to the insured property. Fire insurance 

provides the security for home, stock, furniture, business 

buildings, etc., it provides the cost of replacement of 

properties and assets, which gets damaged due to the fire 

outbreak, Obodoechina (2013).  

Fire is defined by the standard fire policy as the actual ignition 

of something which ought not to be on fire and it must be 

accidental or fortuitous as far as the insured is concerned, 

Ojogbo (2004). A fire insurance policy involves an insurance 

company agreeing to pay a certain amount equivalent to the 

estimated loss caused by fire to the insured, within the time 

specified in the contract, Acumen (2009).  

According to Ajiboye (2008),posits that the basic intention of 

a fire policy is to provide compensation to the insured person 

in the event of damage to the insured property. The insurance 

study of fire revealed that fire is a chemical reaction which 

leads to the formation of new products. Fire is a chemical 

reaction accompanied by the emission of heat, light and 

generally smoke, the combination of which is called flame. 

This means that fire involves a change in the material under 

consideration and the change is irreversible. When a chemical 

reaction takes place, new products are formed, for instance, 

when paper is burnt, ash is formed, Obinna (2008).  

It is important to note that the main object of fire insurance is 

to reinstate or replace property damaged or destroyed or to 

compensate an insured person for such damage so that he is 

placed in the same financial position after a loss as he 

occupied immediately before it, Remi (2006). Insurance 

against loss or damage by fire is, of course, one of the 

standard and oldest forms of cover and the major part of any 

policy on real property, Bird (1997).Fire Insurance policy 

covers your home’s structure or fixing and fittings against 

hazard and provides you with the financial resources to 

replace what you have lost, so that you can get back to normal 

as soon as possible, Obodoechina (2013). 

V. CAUSES OF FIRE OUTBREAK AT MAJOR MARKETS 

IN NIGERIA 

Major causes of fire outbreak in the markets are electrical 

installation and overloading of electrical sockets or outlets 

appliances. Other causes are fixing electrical faults personally 

by the shop occupiers when they do not have the skill, 

smoking materials, keeping of petrol in the shop during the 

day and night, rubbish burning, oil that spilt from the 

generating set, over heating of electronic equipment and 

sparks form naked lights. The large percentage of fire 

occurrence at major markets in Nigeria is due to malicious 

damage. A large proportion of fire occurrence may also be 

due to carelessness and ignorance of the shop occupiers. Once 

a fire started, heat is evolved and is being transmitted into 

other materials, which if they are combustible will ignite and 

in turn help to spread the fire heat from the hotter to the cooler 

parts of a solid material, whereby heat is radiated in all 

directions. The rate and extent of spread of fire is affected by 

the nature and disposition of the contents of the premises, the 

construction and layout of the shops and whether the area in 
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which the fire occurs is adequately separated from the rest of 

the shops. 

VI. ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF FIRE INSURANCE 

Fire, though, one of the humanity greatest discoveries is also a 

formidable enemy,Aduloju (2009).Fire insurance is the type 

of insurance coverage in which an individual pays sum of 

money to the company, in exchange to receive advantages for 

the fire losses. Fire insurance provides the security for home, 

home furniture, enterprises buildings and market places. Fire 

insurance policy involves an insurer agreeing to pay a certain 

amount equivalent to the estimated loss caused by fire to the 

insured, within the time specified in the contract. The 

indemnity is subject to change depending upon the policy. 

One should confirm with the insurer about the types of risks 

covered, since one cannot insure the property against all types 

of risks of fire. 

Generally, fire insurance contract is valid for a period of one 

year and it can be extended from the insurance holder’s side. 

Moreover, it can be terminated by either side if policy 

expiration deadline has passed. This insurance not only 

provides safety against the fire risks render but it also plays a 

major role in reducing the fire waste. Fire insurance can really 

help insurance holders in recovering financially as well as 

emotionally. It can provide following benefits to the insurance 

holders:- 

i. Replacement of Contents: Fire hazard causes 

irreparable damage to the lock, stock and other 

items of the house / property. After successful 

acceptance of the claim, insurance holders get 

replacement reimbursement up to a pre-defined 

value of the business or household contents.  

ii. Provisional Housing: This insurance protects 

insurance holders from the loss of home, 

business and other related possessions. Payments 

for the provisional housing represent one of 

those protections where insurance holders can 

stay for a particular period of time. In this time, 

they can repair the structure of their building 

before moving back to the place. 

iii. Rebuilding of the Damaged: Fire brings 

destruction to a building and it can lead to 

significant damage to the house or business 

structure. Under this insurance, policy holders 

get coverage for the replacement or rebuilding of 

the damaged sections. Before committing to the 

policy, people need to make sure that swimming 

pool, garage and outhouses are included in it.    

iv. Preventive Measurements: Policy costs can be 

decreased by the usage of sprinkler systems, fire 

alarms and other measurements of safety inside 

the home or business building. 

v. Prevent Financial Disaster: Fire policy help to 

cover financial losses. It is a critical safety net 

nobody should do without.  

VII. EFFECTS OF FIRE DAMAGE ON BUSINESS 

In a developing economy such as Nigeria, it imperative that 

fire insurance plays a dynamic role for the survival of the 

economy. The effect of this fire outbreak would have caused 

hardship to the shop-occupiers, their family and the nation at 

large as a result of being temporarily or permanently laid off 

and large amount that will be necessary to replace the 

damaged goods and properties. In addition, the effects fire 

damage on a business are that, the shop- occupier will be 

inability to attract customers temporarily , non-fulfillment of 

orders; they will be temporarily or permanently lose 

customers through the transference of their patronage to a 

competitors, as well as spending extra expenditure in form of 

hiring temporary premises for production. 

VIII. METHODOLOGY 

Primary source of data collection was used. Some major 

markets in Ibadan, Oyo State capital were selected as a case 

study. 500 respondents were randomly selected. 500 

questionnaire were administered to shop- occupiers of shops 

in the markets and 472 questionnaire were recovered. The 

markets used for the purpose of this research were Ogunpa 

market, Igbajo market, Sango Planks market, Bola Ige 

International market Gbagi, Old Ife Road, Bodijamarket, 

Dugbemarket and Aleshinloye market. The choice of this 

research area was informed by the fact that Ibadan is the 

second largest city in Africa and has major markets for 

different commodities.Chi-Square was used to analyze the 

data. 

IX. PRESENTATION OF DATA 

Table 1: Return of Questionnaire 

Variable Frequency Percent 
Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Not 
Returned 

28 5.6 5.6 5.6 

Returned 472 94.4 94.4 100.0 

Total 500 100.0 100.0  

Source: Field Survey, 2017 

From the table above, this shows that all the questionnaire that 

were distributed to the occupants in the market were not 

returned, 94.4% of the questionnaires were returned. 

Table 2: Age of the Respondents 

Age 

(Years) 
Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

20-29 14 3.0 3.0 3.0 

30-39 32 6.8 6.8 9.7 

40-49 281 59.5 59.5 69.3 

50-59 76 16.1 16.1 85.4 

60-69 51 10.8 10.8 96.2 

70 and 
above 

18 3.8 3.8 100.0 

Total 472 100.0 100.0  

     Source: Field survey, 2017 
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From the table above, 14 respondents are within (20-29) 

years, 32 respondents are within (30-39) years, 281 

respondents are within (40-49) years, 76 respondents are 

within (50-59) years, 51 respondents are within (60-69) years 

while 18 respondents are 70 years and above. 

Table 3: Years of Occupancy 

Years Frequency Percent 
Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

0-5 11 2.3 2.3 2.3 

6-11 73 15.5 15.5 17.8 

12-17 118 25.0 25.0 42.8 

18-23 141 29.9 29.9 72.7 

24-29 97 20.6 20.6 93.2 

30 and 
above 

32 6.8 6.8 100.0 

Total 472 100.0 100.0  

Source: Field Survey, 2017 

The table above shows that 11,73 , 118, 141,97 and 32 

respondents are within the ages of (0-5), (6-11), (12-17), (18-

23), (24-29) and 30 years and above respectively. 

Table 4: Education Qualification 

Variable Frequency Percent 
Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Primary 97 20.6 20.6 20.6 

Secondary 334 70.8 70.8 91.3 

Tertiary 41 8.7 8.7 100.0 

Total 472 100.0 100.0  

  Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

The table above shows that 97 respondents are primary school 

leaver, 334 respondents are secondary school leaver while 41 

respondents attended various higher institutions. 

Table 5 Causes of Fire Outbreak in Nigerian Markets. 

Variable Frequency Percent 
Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Cooking 

with naked 
Fire in the 

Market 

51 10.8 10.8 10.8 

Illegal 
tapping of 

power 

57 12.1 12.1 22.9 

Improper 
and old 

electrical 

wiring 
system 

64 13.6 13.6 36.4 

Overloading 

electrical 

appliances 

79 16.7 16.7 53.2 

Power 

fluctuation 
13.8 29.2 29.2 89.4 

instability 

Use of 

defective 

generators 

35 7.4 7.4 89.8 

Use of 
substandard 

electrical 

materials 

48 10.2 10.2 100.0 

Total 472 100.0 100.0  

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

The table above shows the various opinions of the respondents 

towards the causes of outbreak in Nigerian Markets. 

Table 6: Level of Insurability of the Occupants. 

Variable Frequency Percent 
Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Avoidance 12 2.5 2.5 2.5 

Retention 439 93.0 93.0 95.6 

Transfer 21 4.4 4.4 100.0 

Total 472 100.0 100.0  

   Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

The table above shows that 12 respondents avoided the risk by 

subletting or quitting the shop, 439 respondents did not even 

buy fire Insurance while 21 respondents only, bought fire 

Insurance. 

Table 7: Does Fire Outbreak Have Effect to the Occupants? 

Variable Frequency Percent 
Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Agreed 168 35.6 35.6 35.6 

Not Agreed 21 4.4 4.4 40.0 

Strongly 

Agreed 
283 60.0 60.0 100.0 

Total 472 100.0 100.0  

   Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

From the table above, 35.6% of the respondents agreed that 

fire outbreak has effect on them, 4.4% disagreed that Fire 

Outbreak has no effect on them while 60% strongly agreed 

that it has effect on them. 

Table 8: Economic Benefit of Fire Insurance 

Variable Frequency Percent 
Valid 

Percent 

Cumulati

ve 

Percent 

Agreed 262 55.5 55.5 55.5 

Not Agreed 13 2.8 2.8 58.3 

Strongly 

Agreed 
197 41.7 41.7 100 

Total 472 100.0 100.0  

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

From the table above, 55.5% of the respondents agreed that 

having fire Insurance is of economic benefit, 2.8% disagreed 
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while 41.7% of the respondents strongly agreed that fire 

Insurance is of economic benefit to them. 

X. TESTING OF HYPOTHESES 

Hypothesis One 

H0: there is no significant difference on the major causes of 

Fire Outbreak in Nigerian Markets. 

Table 9: Comparison of Educational Qualification with causes of Fire 

Outbreak 

 Level of Education  

Causes Primary Secondary Tertiary Total 

Cooking with 

naked fire in the 
Market 

25 20 6 51 

Illegal tapping of 

power 
6 46 5 57 

Improper and old 
electrical wiring 

system 

11 48 5 64 

Overloading 

electrical 
appliances 

8 64 7 79 

Power 

fluctuation 
instability 

31 99 8 138 

Use of defective 

generators 
11 19 5 35 

Use of 
substandard 

electrical 

materials 

5 38 5 48 

Total 97 334 41 472 

    Survey: Field Survey, 2017. 

Table 10: Chi-Square Tests 

 Value df 
Asymp. Sig. (2-

sided) 

Pearson Chi-
Square 

46.604a 12 .000 

Likelihood 

Ratio 
44.077 12 .000 

N of Valid 
Cases 

472   

a. 4 cells (19.0%) have expected count less than 5. The 

minimum expected count is 3.04 

Source: Field survey, 2017 

From table 10 above, degree of freedom (df) =12. Level of 

significance is 5% or 0.05, then table value of X
2 
= 21.026 and 

calculated value from the table above is 46.604 

Decision Rule: 

Reject H0 if x
2
cal> x

2
tab, otherwise accept it. Since the 

calculated value of x
2 

i.e. 21.026, reject the null hypothesis 

(H0) which states that “There is no significant difference on 

the major causes of fire outbreak in Nigerian markets.″ and 

accept the alternate hypothesis (H1) which states that “There is 

significant difference on the major causes of fire outbreak in 

Nigeria Markets.″ 

Conclusion is that there is significant difference on the major 

causes of fire outbreak in Nigeria.
  

Hypothesis Two 

H0: the level of insurability does not affect the occupants. 

Table 11: Comparison of respondents’ Age with their level of Insurability 

 Age of respondents  

Variable 
(20-

29) 

(30-

39) 

(40-

49) 

(50-

59) 

(60-

69) 

(70 

and  

above) 

Total 

Avoidance 0 6 4 1 1 0 12 

Retention 14 19 271 73 46 16 439 

Transfer 0 7 6 2 4 2 21 

Total 14 32 281 76 51 18 472 

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

Table 12: Chi-Square Tests 

 Value Df 
Asymp. Sig. (2-

sided) 

Pearson Chi-

square 
69.777a 10 .000 

Likelihood 
Ration 

42.129 10 .000 

N of Valid 

Cases 
472   

a. 10 cells (55.6%) have expected count less than 5. 

The minimum expected count is. 36. 

         Source: Field Survey, 2017 

From Table 12 above, degree of freedom (df)=10. Level of 

significance is 5% or 0.05, then table value of X
2
=18.307 and 

calculated value from the table above is 69.777 

Decision Rule: 

Reject H0 if x
2

cal> x
2
tab, otherwise accept it. Since the 

calculated value x
2 

i.e 69.777 is greater than the table value of 

x
2
 i.e. 18.307, reject the null hypothesis (H0) which states that 

(H1) which states “The level of insurability affect the 

occupants. 

Conclusion is that the level of insurability affects the 

occupants. 

Hypothesis Three  

H0: There is no significant effect of fire outbreak to the 

occupants. 

Table 13: Comparison of Years of Occupancy with Effect of Fire Outbreak to 

Occupants 

 Years of Occupancy  

Variable (0-5) 
(12-

17) 

(18-

23) 

(24-

29) 

(30 and 

above) 

(6-

11) 
Total 

Agreed 7 44 61 13 11 32 168 
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Not 
Agreed 

0 3 3 10 4 1 21 

Strongly 

Agreed 
4 71 77 74 17 40 283 

Total 11 118 141 97 32 73 472 

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

Table 14: Chi-Square Tests 

 Value Df 
Asymp.Sig.(2-

sided) 

Pearson Chi Square 43.132a 10 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 44.581 10 .000 

N of Valid Cases 472   

a. 5 cells (27.8%) have expected count less than 5. The 

minimum expected count is.49. 

Source: Field Survey, 2017 

From Table 14 above, degree of freedom (df)=10. Level of 

significance is 5% or 0.05, then table Value of X
2
=18.307 and 

calculated value from the table above is 43.132 

Decision Rule 

Reject if x
2
cal> x

2
tab, otherwise accept it. Since the calculated 

value of x
2 

i.e. 43.132isgreater than the table value of x
2 

i.e18.307
, 
reject the null hypothesis (H0) which states that “ 

There is no significant effect of fire outbreak to the 

occupants″ and accept the alternate hypothesis (H1) which 

states that There is significant effect of fire outbreak to the 

occupants″ 

Conclusion is that there is significant effect of fire outbreak to 

the occupants. 

Hypothesis Four 

H0: Fire insurance has no economic benefit to the occupants. 

Table 15: Comparison of education qualification with economic benefit to the 

occupants. 

 Level of Education 
Total 

Variable Primary Secondary Tertiary 

Agreed 63 161 38 262 

Not Agreed 10 3 0 13 

Strongly 

Agreed 
24 170 3 197 

Total 97 334 41 472 

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

Table 16: Chi-square Tests 

 Value df 
Asymp. Sig. (2-

sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 65.451 4 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 64.912 4 .000 

No of Valid Cases 472   

a. 2 cells (22.2%) have expected count less than 5. The 

minimum expected count is 1.13. 

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

From Table 16 above, degree of freedom (df) = 4. Level of 

significance is 5% or 0.05, then table value of X
2 

= 9.488 and 

calculated value from the table above is 65.451 

Decision rule 

Reject H0 if X
2 

cal> X
2 

tab, otherwise accept it. Since the 

calculated value of X
2 
i.e 65.451 is greater than the table value 

of X
2
i.e 9.488, reject the null hypothesis (H0) which states that 

“Fire insurance has no economic benefit to the occupants.” 

And accept the alternative hypothesis (H1) which states that 

“Fire insurance has economic benefit to the occupants.”  

Conclusion is that fire insurance has economic benefit to the 

occupants. 

XI. DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

During the period of carrying out the analysis, it was 

discovered that 472 questionnaires were returned out of 500 

questionnaires. This shows that 94.4% out of the total 

respondents responded.  

From Table 10, the respondents had different opinion towards 

the major causes of fire outbreak in Nigeria markets.  

From Table 12, it was discovered that most nearly all the 

respondents do not have fire insurance to cover the losses they 

might have borne by themselves, thereby the level of 

insurability affect the occupants.  

Furthermore, mostly all the respondents felt the effect of fire 

outbreak in the markets. Lastly it was discovered that having 

fire insurance to cover the occupant’s goods and property is of 

benefit to them. 

XII. CONCLUSION 

The paper based on the economic benefits of fire insurance to 

the shop occupiers over the incessant fire outbreaks at the 

major markets in Nigeria. From the above findings, it was 

discovered that most of the shop occupiers believe that there 

were different causes which led to the fire outbreak in Nigeria 

major market.  

Similarly, the fire outbreak has large effect to the occupants in 

terms of loss of goods and property that worth millions of 

naira.  

In addition, few out of the shop occupiers are having fire 

insurance that covers their shops and its contents. Most of the 

occupants believed that fire outbreak has effect on them and 

having fir insurance policy will be of benefit to them. 

XIII. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the foregoing, the paper recommends that: 



International Journal of Research and Innovation in Social Science (IJRISS) |Volume II, Issue V, May 2018|ISSN 2454-6186 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 52 
 

 Electrical Distribution Company should assess the 

electrical wiring and gadgets at the market place on 

annual basis in order to issue certificate of validity. 

 Government should review Insurance Act 2003 by 

making fire insurance as part of the compulsory 

insurances. 

 State governments need to locate a fire brigade 

station at each large market. 

 Nigerian Fire Service needs to organize regular 

educational seminar on the causes and prevention of 

fire outbreak in the market. 

 Nigerian Fire Service should also organize regular 

training programs on fire control methods so that the 

shop occupiers can learn how to use firefighting 

gadgets in order to control fire outbreak. 

 Insurance companies need to organize seminar and 

conference in order to educate the shop occupiers on 

the need of fire insurance. 

 Automatic fire alarms, installation of sprinkler, fire 

extinguisher and other firefighting materials should 

be kept in good condition at the various shops in the 

market; 

 Shop occupiers should take precaution measures to 

prevent fire occurrence. 

 Effective and adequately equipped fire brigade 

should be assigned to protect the markets at nights 

since most of the fire outbreaks happen at the night 

times. 
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