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Abstract - Handloom industry is the largest cottage industry 

providing widest avenues for employment opportunities, next to 

agriculture, prime thrust has been given to implementation of 

schemes for promotion and development of handloom sectors. 

From the beginning, co-operative has been considered to be the 

ideal infrastructural institution for implementation of various 

schemes for development of decentralized cottage industry like 

handlooms. Almost all schemes are therefore formulated co-

operative oriented. Emphasis has also been laid upon formation 

of co-operatives with handloom weavers. The challenges in this 

sector include inadequate training for Upgradation of skills, 

unorganized structure, weak financial base of the weavers etc. 

But the major and fundamental challenges are lack of innovative 

designs and inadequate fashion marketing.  However, the 

weavers face a number of challenges which affect their livelihood 

and overall wellbeing. The present study focused on the quality 

work life on Integrated Handloom Cluster Development Scheme 

(IHCDS) of the handloom weavers in Andhra Pradesh district, 

India. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

he handloom sector embodies the rich traditional, 

historical and cultural diversity that distinguishes India 

from the rest of the world. It has been sustained by 

transferring skills from one generation to another (Mamta 

Chaudhary et al. 2015). The handloom industry is one of the 

oldest cottage industries in India diffused widely through the 

country. It is the part of Indian culture and tradition. The 

artisans of India are famous for hand spinning, hand printing 

and hand typing. They are accustomed to the art of weaving as 

a hereditary occupation. The industry transcends sectarian 

linguistic and communal barriers. 

 Handloom sector plays a very important role in the 

country’s economy. As per Handloom Census (2009-10) 

shown in Table 1.1, there are 23.77 lakh handlooms in India 

and 43.32 lakh handloom weavers and allied workers in India. 

The handloom work force is predominantly female, 

constituting 77.90 per cent of the total work force. The man 

days worked per annum per weaver were 234 days and the 

share of full time weavers in the total was 64 per cent. The 

share of weaver households reporting more than 60 per cent 

income from handlooms and related activities was 35 per cent. 

The idle looms, however, was only 4 per cent. The findings of 

the census indicate that there are some improvements in the 

status of handloom industry in the country. 

 A handloom forms a part of the heritage of India and 

exemplifies the richness and diversity of our country and the 

artistry of the weavers (Fayaz Ahmad and Hussain A.N., 

2013). The popular belief is that the handloom industry has 

survived only because of government support (Tasneem 

Shazli and Abdul Munir, 2014). However, an alternative 

viewpoint suggests that the industry endured because of its 

ability to adapt to the challenging needs of the textile markets 

of India by providing quality goods with skillful designs 

(Mukund and Sundari, 2001; Bharatan, 1988). A look at the 

handloom industry over the past years reveals that the changes 

in production technology are few but the changes in the 

market are substantial. While handlooms has been losing the 

low end market to the power looms, it has been gaining new 

ground in the high and mid-range markets with its creation of 

new niches. 

The concept of cluster is derived from the concept of 

Industrial District, which owes its genesis to the successful 

functioning of Italian Industrial districts. The concept of 

Industrial district has been introduced long ago. The noted 

economist Alfred Marshall (1919) described the successfully 

performing textile and metal working regions of UK, 

Germany and France during the latter half of the 19th 

Century. Marshal stated that Small and Medium Enterprises 

(SMEs) can experience economic gains when clustered in 

terms of geographic concentration and performing a typical 

industrial activity. According to him, it can be gained through 

inter-firm division of labor. Economic gains are reinforced 

through the evolution of a common set of cultural and social 

values, which may be termed as the “local industrial 

atmosphere” (Marshal, 1974). 

 This exogenous factor is a typical dynamics of 

activities and information conditioned by the relationship 

between firms. This is a wealth created by virtue of 

interaction of firms producing similar or related products and 

are interdependent of each other due to (a) their incapability 

of complete vertical integration for any final product (from 

the view point of the end-user) (b) their flexibility in 

specializing in producing a part of the final product 

T 
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(simultaneously being) ensured by firms specializing in 

complementary activities for product completion. The 

relationship between firms, their raw material suppliers, 

traders, service providers, financiers, and national and 

international policy issues also conditions development. These 

dynamics are called the cluster dynamics and the geographic 

concentration of these actors is termed a cluster in a static 

framework. 

 Ashis Mitra et.al (2009) in their work on “a 

diagnostic report on cluster development programme of 

Shantipur handloom cluster, Nadia, West Bengal” examined 

the cluster development programme of Shantipur handloom 

cluster to formulate a sustainable business plan as well as 

marketing plan to assist this cluster to compete in the ever 

challenging textile business. The study also describes the 

evolution/historical background of the cluster, its 

geographical location, existing cluster structure and 

infrastructure analysis to facilitate formulation of a 

sustainable business-cum marketing plan. Not many studies 

have exclusively been found devoted to examine the 

economics of Handloom clusters in India 

Several schemes are being implemented for Socio-Economic 

Development of Handloom Weavers in Andhra Pradesh both 

through 100 per cent State and Central Government Schemes 

and matching schemes of the Central Government with State 

matching share as per the budget provisions. The Government 

of Andhra Pradesh also implemented the Centre initiated 

Integrated Handloom Cluster Development Scheme (IHDS) in 

2007-08 with the following specific objectives.  

 Focus on formation of Handloom Weavers Group as 

a visible entity.  

 Develop the Handloom Weavers Groups to become 

self-sustainable.  

 Inclusive approach to cover weavers both 

Cooperative and Outside Co-operative Fold.  

 Skill Up-gradation of Handloom Weavers/ Workers 

to produce diversified products with improved 

quality to meet the market requirements.  

 In addition to the Central Government Schemes, the 

State Government also introduced some schemes for the 

development of socio economic conditions of the weavers and 

also the industry as a whole. The following are some of the 

schemes of the State Government such as: Interest Subsidy, 

Old Age Pensions to Weavers, State Government Loan 

Weavers Scheme, Indiramma Housing Programme, Payment 

of Ex-Gratia to the Families of Suicidal Weavers, 

Establishment of Samishti Handloom Sales Emporia, Netha 

Bazaars, Scheme for Training and Infrastructural support to 

Handloom Sector, and Subsidy on Purchase Hank Yarn, Dyes 

& Chemicals from NHDC and APCO. 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 Rao (1979) pointed out the declining employment 

opportunities in the handloom industry. The weavers were 

trying to change their profession and taking up alternative 

jobs. According to the researcher, inadequate financial 

support from government, the weavers are facing the problem 

of hike in raw material cost, scarcity of necessary inputs, lack 

of proper production, marketing and financial facilities. 

Mahapatro (1986) the study revealed that the major evil in the 

handloom industry is master weavers. He pointed out that the 

master weavers have become exploiters of the poor weavers. 

However, the growth of the co-operative sector might lead to 

automatic shrinkage and ultimate extinction of the master 

weaver system.  

Rama Mohan Rao (1990) in his book “Development 

of Handloom Industry” has touched the socio-economic 

profile of the weavers in handloom industry in Andhra 

Pradesh. He has presented an overall view of the performance 

of primary weavers’ co-operative societies. Lakshmi 

Narasaiah and Krishna (1999) studied the crisis in handloom 

industry. This study found that handloom industry has been 

facing the problem of improper financial facilities and 

irregular supply of yarn. As a result the raw material price 

increases every year and the cost of the handloom cloth has 

increased than the power loom Cloth.  

 Gurumoorthy and Rengachary (2003) found that the 

main problems are shortage of input, poor working capital, 

pricing of handloom products, accumulation of huge stock 

and marketing of handloom products. Asha Krishna Kumar 

(2003) points out the need for the expansion of domestic and 

international market for Indian Handloom products. The 

researcher argued that in the era of globalization when the 

market is flooded with textiles from China and other 

countries, the regional specialization of handlooms, of which 

the list is endless, can be used to provide a well-defined 

product identity. Mubarak Ali (2004) has stated that weaving 

community is feeding the finch in every aspect of their 

working life, be its production or marketing or finance or 

anything else. The community has been today pushed to the 

mercy of the government. Sinha R. (2005) has analyzed the 

status of women and economic development in India. She has 

also analyzed the regional pattern in female participation in 

handloom weaving.  

 Savita Modak (2006) has also explained that in 

weaving customer dreams’ the success story of fabindia, a 

company for export on retail marketing of handlooms. She 

stated that fabindia’s achievement as a major player in retail 

handloom sector in India is due to the fact the company have 

believed in good business practices and never compromised 

on best quality. The handloom industry, if managed well 

provides wealth and propensity to rural India. This is achieved 

because they understand how to invest in social and natural 

capital over a long period with a concurrent ability to manage 

the process. Mahendra et al. (2008) studied the problems and 

prospects of the handloom sector in Andhra Pradesh. The 

master weavers, middle men and independent weavers are 

examined in their study with support of field work. They 

analyzed the threat of power loom and its competition on 
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handloom weaving and concluded the power loom industry 

development is suppressing the handloom industry. Paul B. B. 

(2009) opined that Tamilanadu is the home land of hand 

weaving, spinning, dyeing, painting/printing and draws the 

attention of not only India people but also the world wide 

mass. The historical and tradition of hand weaving in the state 

had gone through many ups and downs for centuries. It has 

shown its glories journey successfully, in spite of different 

foreign countries like Ditches, Portuguese and at last British’s. 

Tamilanadu has been maintaining the vivid designs array of 

colors patterns and styles alive comparing with other states. 

Tamilanadu women follow the traditional sari, during the 

marriage cradle for her child and even at the time of leaving 

for celestial world upon her demise. Skilled manpower, wide 

range of products brought huge demand in domestic and 

export market integrated with financial and organizational 

support from centre and state governments.  

Margaret C. Perivoliotis (2009) studied the diachronic 

aesthetic powers of hand looming and interlacing techniques. 

Author successfully evaluated the cultural significance of the 

ancient handicraft techniques. This case study explains 

looming and weaving methodology in modern hand craft 

production. It also tried to show the possibility for modern 

jewels and results from specific methods theoretically and 

practically. New quality jewelry designs with the adaption of 

traditional handicraft methodologies are also attempted. The 

case study promotes teaching projects in jewelry design. The 

teaching assignments / textile design education development 

leads innovation in the handicraft field.  

 Amita Pandya and Joymati Thoudam (2010) studied 

the textile zones in North East region of India focusing on 

specific designs. They indicated that due to intrusion of 

modern technology, the traditional hand weaver textiles of 

Manipur are scarcely found and changing in terms of designs 

and motives. Documentation of the hand-woven textiles of 

Manipur is the initiative to conduct the study. Madhuri G.V. 

and Tejaswani K. (2012) stated that India occupies second 

place in the production of cotton cellulosic fiber and silk in 

the world. All the states in India claim their culture and 

heritage in handloom products. Their study explained 

comprehensively the challenges faced by handloom industry 

in Andhra Pradesh. The present situation of handloom 

industry and the frame work of internationalization process of 

SMEs are presented. Mhamudur Rahman Md. (2013) studied 

the handloom scenario in Bangladesh and stated that this 

sector had glorious past, questionable present and doubtful 

future due to various internal and external forces. Their study 

identified the prospects of handloom industry in Bangladesh. 

The study revealed some predetermined factors, like-shortage 

of working capital, high cost of raw materials, lack of 

organizing capability, inadequate technology and efficiency, 

lack of policy support and huge knowledge gap, lack of power 

supply and shortage of credit facility are the main factors of 

the handloom industry in Bangladesh. Premsundar B. and 

Kannan J. (2013) stated that women’s empowerment has 

become a growing concern both at the national and 

international levels on the subjugated, disadvantaged and 

status of women in the society. In India, this concern i.e. 

women’s empowerment has to be focused mainly in non 

formal sectors, where the women’s work force is 

predominant. One among them is handloom sector. Handloom 

is one of the largest economic activities, after agriculture, 

providing direct and indirect employment as well as being 

predominately a non-farm activity. Rama Ramaswami (2013) 

stated that handloom is the second largest employment 

provider after agriculture in India. According to the research, 

the clusters of handlooms and handicrafts got good success in 

the country. Marketing has been a general problem in the 

handloom industry in India. The Chanderi (M.P) Madhya 

Pradesh and Kannur (Kerala) clusters are the best set 

examples of making inroads into international markets.  

 Mintu Kundu (2014) said the future prospects and 

further development of handloom industry is possible and if 

the industry grows well and if the industry grows well and can 

solve the present problems of backwardness. Konita 

Basumatary (2014) mentioned that in Assam districts in 

Bodoland territorial area is leading in production of handloom 

products. Handloom products are in great demand in this 

district as well as state and national market. In employment 

generation as well as rural development, and play in vital role 

in Assam. The researcher analyzed achievements of handloom 

sector in BTAD (Bodoland Territorial Area Districts Assam) 

and also the problems related to socio-economic conditions of 

weavers. Priyanka Bhutani (2014) observed the significance 

of the unique identity of handloom sector and its prevailing 

issues faced by the sector. The study explains the reasons why 

handloom lost its identity and deserving value and suggests 

possible remedies for revival. Venkateswaran A. (2014) said 

that handlooms are known in India, right from the historical 

ages. He studied the dynamics of local level trade in plant 

based hand loom products and socio economic profile of 

weavers. He studied that hand that handloom evidently 

contributes significantly by generating more employment 

opportunities and providing bread to the rural poor. The 

studies referred in the earlier paragraphs confined to either 

certain regions or some specific issues of handloom industry. 

None of the studies focused on handloom clusters and 

measured the impact of the clusters on the socio-economic 

conditions of the weavers. The present study has been taken 

up to fill the gap and to contribute for the development of the 

handloom industry.   

III. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 The main objective of the study is to analyze the 

quality of work life of the weavers covered under handloom 

cluster scheme of Andhra Pradesh, India. 

IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND HYPOTHESES 

 The required data are collected through primary and 

secondary sources. The secondary data was collected from the 

Department of Handlooms and Textiles, Government of 
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Andhra Pradesh, APCO, and other related government offices. 

Data and information was also collected from research 

reports, journals, publications and district offices. Secondary 

data are also collected from the administrative office of the 

selected clusters. The primary data was collected from 

weavers working under cluster scheme. The Andhra Pradesh 

state is selected for the study. Since the weavers are present in 

all most all the district of Andhra Pradesh in large number, the 

census study is beyond the capacity of the researcher. 

Therefore, three districts namely Ananthapur, East Godavari, 

and Srikakulam are selected based on existence of large 

number of clusters compared to other districts of Andhra 

Pradesh. The member weavers of all the 14 clusters form the 

sample frame. Survey method is used to collect information 

from weavers. The research instrument was structured 

questionnaire. Since the size of the population is large, quota 

sampling method is used to decide sample size. The size of 

the sample for each district was 150 weavers working under 

cluster scheme. Thus, the sample size of the three selected 

districts was 450. Simple random sampling technique is used 

to select sample units. 

The following hypothesis has been formulated for testing: 

H0: There is no significant impact of the IHCDS on the 

quality of work life of member weavers. 

HA: There is a significant impact of the IHCDS on the quality 

of work life of member weavers. 

V. STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 

The study analyzes the demographic profile of the 

respondents with reference to age, gender, education 

background, monthly income, and place of residence as 

shown in table 1.  

Table 1: Demographic Profile of Respondents (n=450) 

Factor 

Districts 

Total Srikakula

m 

Guntur East 

Godavari 

Age  

30 & below 
8 

(1.77) 
9 

(1.99) 
11 

(2.44) 
28 

(6.22) 

31 – 40 
48 

(10.66) 

36 

(8.00) 

33 

(7.33) 

117 

(26.00) 

41 – 50 
48 

(10.66) 
38 

(8.44) 
42 

(9.33) 
128 

(28.44) 

Above 50 
46 

(10.22) 

67 

(14.88) 

64 

(14.22) 

177 

(39.33) 

Gender 

Male 
101 

(22.44) 
98 

(21.77) 
121 

(26.88) 
320 

(71.11) 

Female 
49 

(10.88) 

52 

(11.55) 

29 

(6.44) 

130 

(28.88) 

Education 

Illiterate 
121 

(26.88) 
129 

(28.66) 
127 

(28.22) 
337 

(83.88) 

SSC 
22 

(4.88) 

14 

(3.11) 

16 

(3.55) 

52 

(11.55) 

Intermediat 5 4 5 14 

e (1.11) (0.88) (1.11) (3.11) 

Graduation 

-tech 

1 

(0.22) 

3 

(0.66) 

2 

(0.44) 

6 

(1.33) 

Diploma 
1 

(0.22) 

0 

(0.00) 

0 

(0.00) 

1 

(0.22) 

Place of residence 

Rural 
120 

(26.66) 

100 

(22.22) 

120 

(26.66) 

340 

(75.55) 

Urban 
30 

(6.66) 

50 

(11.11) 

30 

(6.66) 

110 

(24.44) 

Monthly income 

Rs. 5000 

and below 

25 

(5.55) 

15 

(3.33) 

48 

(10.66) 

88 

(19.55) 

Rs 5000 - 

10000 

117 

(26.00) 

84 

(18.66) 

56 

(12.44) 

257 

(57.11) 

Rs 10001 - 

15000 

14 

(3.11) 

16 

(3.55) 

18 

(4.00) 

48 

(10.66) 

Above 
Rs.20000 

4 
(0.88) 

8 
(1.77) 

45 
(10.00) 

57 
(12.66) 

Source: Primary Data 

 

The table 1 reveals the demographic profile of the 

respondents. The age of the respondents varied between 

below 30 years and above 50 years. The data reveals that the 

largest groups of the respondents are in the age group of 

above 50 years (39.33 percent). Out of the total, 28.44 per 

cent of the respondents are in 41-50 years age group and 26 

per cent of the respondents belong to 31-40 years age group. 

The respondents who are in the age group of 30 years and 

below are very less in number representing 6.22 per cent. It 

can be inferred from the data that the handloom sector is 

unable to attract youngsters in to this profession. The gender 

wise distribution of respondents reveals that out of the total, 

71.11 per cent of the respondents are males and about 29 

percent are females. The female respondents are relatively 

more in East Godavari and Ananthapur districts. The female 

respondents are less in number in Srikakulam district. The 

district wise educational background of the respondents shows 

that about 84 per cent of the respondents are illiterate persons. 

There are 11.55 per cent of the respondents who studied SSC. 

The respondents who completed intermediate education were 

3.11 per cent. Graduates are 6 in number representing 1.33 per 

cent of the total, while 1 respondent completed diploma 

course. 

The analysis regarding the place of residence shows 

that 76 per cent of the respondents belong to rural areas and 

while 24.44 per cent of the respondents carry out the 

profession in urban areas. The monthly family income of the 

respondents varied between Rs. 5,000 & below and above 

Rs.20,000. The monthly family income of 10.66 per cent of 

the respondents is in range of Rs. 10,000 to Rs.15,000 and  

57.11 per cent of the respondents varied between Rs.5,000 

and Rs10000. There are 12.66 per cent of the respondents 

whose monthly income is more than Rs.20,000 while the 

monthly family income of 19.55 of the respondents was 

Rs.5,000 and below.  

The study attempts to know the impact of Integrated 

Handloom Cluster Development Scheme on economic 
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conditions of weavers using mean and percentage score 

values. Table 2 shows us the statements which talks about the 

quality of life of responded weavers.  

Table 2: Opinion on Quality of Life 

 Statements on quality of life Mean SD 
Percentage 

Score 

A. Personal life 3.33 0.78 58.28 

B. Relationship with spouse 3.72 0.46 67.89 

C. Romantic life 3.53 0.51 63.17 

D. Job 3.19 0.96 54.78 

E. Co-workers 3.27 0.46 56.67 

F. Actual work you do 3.13 0.84 53.33 

G. 
Handling of problems in your 

life 
3.13 1.08 53.17 

H. Accomplishments in life 3.33 0.60 58.17 

I. Physical appearance 3.43 0.81 60.72 

J. Self satisfaction 3.21 0.87 55.33 

K. Ability to adjust to change in life 3.07 0.85 51.72 

L. Life as a whole 3.16 0.99 53.89 

M. Achievement of  life ambition 3.08 0.65 51.89 

N. Creativity 3.44 0.61 61.06 

 Total 3.28 0.74 57.14 

Source: Primary data 

The table 2 reveals that the high percentage score for 

relationship with spouse with 67.89% next comes the 

romantic life of the weavers with 63.17% interestingly less 

percentage is for ability to adjust to change in their life 

(51.72%) and overall contentment with their life (51.89%). 

When checking with all the statements that represents quality 

of life, all are above 50% range for none of the factor they 

were below 50%. This aspect which represents the quality of 

life shall be increased up to 100% by providing facilities and 

benefits to make the weavers life colorful. 

VI. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

MLR (Multiple linear Regressions) analysis was 

carried out to study and establish the relationship between the 

demographic factors (Gender, Age and Place of residence) of 

respondents and their quality of life (both personnel and 

professional) as shown in table 3. 
Table 3. Regression Analysis: 

Quality of Life versus Gender, Age, Place of Residence 

Predictor Coef SE Coef T P 

Constant 4.09125 0.09199 44.48 0.000 

Gender -0.07664 0.03547 -2.16 0.031 

Age 0.02999 0.01714 1.75 0.081 

Place of 

Residence 
-0.64059 0.03750 -17.08 0.000 

R-Sq = 43.9%   P-Value: 0.000 

The R-square value (43.9%) reveals that there is a 

43.9% variation due to the independent variables on the 

dependent variable quality of life.  It considers the regression 

equation in the model and examines the strength of the 

independent variables in predicting the dependent variable. It 

was assumed that there is a significant linear relationship 

between the demographic factors extracted above and their 

probability of association with various statements related to 

quality of life. Two variables (Gender and Place of Residence) 

out of three contributed significantly to the equation at 5% 

level. 

Table 4 ANOVA’s test results towards statements on quality of life of the 

responded weavers 

District n Mean SD F-Value P-Value 

Srikakulam 150 3.3552 .42253 

2.842 0.059 Guntur 150 3.2452 .43910 

East Godavari 150 3.2571 .45357 

 

The table 4 reveals that the ANOVA test value is 

2.842 and its corresponding P-value (0.059) reveals that there 

is no significant mean difference among the three districts 

with respect to quality of life but the average opinion score of 

Srikakulam (3.3552) is little bit greater than the three districts 

followed by East Godavari and then Guntur. Further, the 

scores are greater than “3” which specifies that the average 

opinion is greater than Neutral level.   

VII. CONCLUSION 

The quality of life is assessed by the variables such 

as personal life, relationship with spouse, romantic life, job, 

co-workers, actual work you do, handling of problems in your 

life, accomplishments in life, physical appearance,  self 

satisfaction,  creativity, ability to adjust to change in life, life 

as a whole, and achievement of life ambition. The mean 

experience of the respondents was 16.92 years. There is more 

number of highly experienced weavers in Srikakulam district 

compared to East Godavari and Ananthapur districts. Out of 

the total, 70.44 per cent of the respondents learn new things 

through observation. The respondents who took training 

through government agencies constitute about 30 per cent of 

the total. 

The mean values and percentage score of each 

variable are reveals that all the 14 statements got a mean value 

of 3.28. 'Relationship with spouse' got the highest score of 

67.89 per cent followed by 'romantic life' 63.17 per cent and 

'physical appearance' 60.72 per cent. The statement which got 

the lowest value of 51.72 per cent was the 'ability to adjust in 

change in life'. It can be inferred from the above that the 

respondents are not unhappy with of the quality of life and at 

the same time not fully satisfied. There is a scope for 

enhancement of quality of life of the weavers by way of 

initiating more and appropriate development schemes.  
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