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ABSTRACT

This study analysed the socioeconomic factors affecting the quality of life residents in Ikwerre Local
Government Area of Rivers State, Nigeria. The study was guided by three research questions and
hypotheses. The study adopted a qualitative and quantitative survey research design. The population of the
study area was 469,788 persons, as projected in the 2022 population. A sample of 400 respondents was
selected to represent the population of Ikwerre local government area. The sample size was determined
using the Taro Yamane formula, while stratified random sampling was used to pick the respondents. The
study revealed, among others, that multiple regression coefficient (R) was 0.44 and 0.41, indicating a
moderate and significant relationship between the socioeconomic factors and the quality of life of residents
in Ikwerre Local Government Area of Rivers State respectively. Furthermore, there is no significant
variation in residents’ perceptions of the quality of life across localities in Rivers State’s Ikwerre Local
Government Area (sig. = 0.00 > 0.05, F = 4.17, df = 382). Based on the findings, the study concluded that
innovative ideas and programmes like job creation, improved access to healthcare an education, and poverty
alleviation among others need to be implemented in order to secure the quality of life for rural populations.
Therefore, the study recommended, among others that the Ikwerre Local Government Council should
implement public policies that address the needs of low-income earners so that their socioeconomic status
can be improved and their quality of life enhanced.

Keywords: Quality of life, livability, socioeconomic factors, perception, dependency

INTRODUCTION

The term quality of life (QOL) was coined in the United States after World War II. At first, it meant “the
good life” and was limited to having or not having typical consumer goods. Good quality of life (QOL)
meant affluence—having a car, a house of one’s own, or other commodities. It was a “have” category. The
concept gradually evolved, and its range widened to encompass life satisfaction, the realisation of one’s
needs and aspirations, and modifying one’s environment to better cope with them. In other words, the QOL
concept gradually evolved from “have” to “be.” Consequently, a high quality of life was reserved for the
healthy. Only a healthy society, so the argument went, could produce material and cultural goods and enable
people to use them, achieving a high level of development that is the mark of a better quality of life
(Pacione, 2003).

Quality of life (QOL) has also been defined as an individual’s appraisal of his/her own life situation within a
specific time span (Chris and Kathy, 2006). In other words, it is the appraisal of a fragment of one’s life
which takes place between the human subject on the one hand and the factors which have an impact on
him/her from the external environment and the internal environment (his/her own body) on the other hand.
Observer ratings are viewed as additional, complementary information to the process of QOL assessment,
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although such ratings are not free of subjectivity in the perception of reality. The importance which people
ascribe to various aspects of life partly depends on the role the rater is playing in the diagnostic process and
the rater’s profession. For instance, physicians pay more attention to the somatic state and to physical
complaints which may reduce quality of life. Psychologists and the patient’s family on the other hand pay
more attention to psychosocial dimensions. The subjective source — direct appraisal of one’s situation by the
interested party — is however considered the most important and most valid source of information.

Socioeconomic factors entail factors such as income, education, and employment opportunities that can
affect the quality of life of individuals. The environmental factors include the quality of air, water, and land,
as well as access to green spaces and recreational facilities. Lastly, residents’ perceptions of quality of life
entail their subjective evaluation of their well-being and satisfaction with their living conditions, which is
often influenced by factors such as safety, community engagement, and cultural opportunities in the local
government area. Understanding and addressing these factors is crucial for creating sustainable and
equitable communities that promote the quality of life for all residents, regardless of their socioeconomic
status, gender, educational level, or religion.

Nowadays, cities have become the target of quality-of-life measurement since they exhibit contemporary
culture, ranging from technological development to social progress. Indeed, the process of urban planning
and environmental management is aimed at raising quality of life, especially with regard to improvement of
facilities and services that fulfil socio-economic needs such as education, health, housing, entertainment,
and safety. The natural environment from evolution was divinely structured to meet the needs, interest and
healthy living condition of man devoid of hazardous consequences. However, human insatiable needs
necessitated by the thirst for economic empowerment has negatively impacted on the environment.

Based on these, researcher tends to investigate the socioeconomic attributes that affect the quality of life of
residents in Ikwerre Local Government Area of Rivers State.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The dependence on the environment for support for human life is integral to our survival and has been since
the beginning of time. The environment practically shapes the quality of our lives, as it influences our access
to food and water, safe housing, and other amenities necessary for a life of dignity. As such, today, our
environment continues to experience numerous challenges posed by modern industry and technology, such
as climate change, air pollution, waste disposal, resource depletion, and so on, which have had devastating
effects on ecosystems and the well-being of people, particularly those in low-income communities who are
often unable to access the resources that would allow them to adapt and protect themselves against the
worsening impacts of these changes. As such, assessment of the quality of the environment has become a
priority when determining the quality of life in any area.

Ikwerre Local Government Area, just like other areas in Rivers State, Nigeria, is facing immense
environmental challenges. With its rise in population as a result of rural-urban migration, Ikwerre Local
Government Area is facing disturbances to the natural environment caused by increased human activity.
According to Gaibie and Davids (2009), the area grew from 5,000 people in 1915, two years after its
inception, to 79,634 in 1953, and to 179,563 in 1963. Also, the 1991 census listed the city’s population as
440,399, and the 2006 census estimated it at 541,115. The population was projected from the census figure
of 2006 to a population of 963,373 in 2010, thus giving an indication of impressive population growth over
the years.

Consequently, the problems that accompany such growth in an area like Ikwerre LGA, which is largely rural
with few developed urban areas, are numerous, ranging from population increase, occupancy ratio, inadequate
housing to overcrowding and traffic congestion, which result in deteriorating environmental quality such as
air and water pollution. Some of the problems these could pose to the quality of human life include increase
economic growth, growing demand of jobs, lack of housing and schools, lack of
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infrastructure leading to poor living, political turmoil, a decrease in air quality due to pollution caused by
increased vehicle traffic, an increase in water pollution caused by the use of contaminated or untreated water
for domestic use, an increase in crime rates due to the influx of people to the area, and a strain on
infrastructure due to the high demand for services such as electricity and waste management.

Environmental factors like air and water pollution can have a negative impact on public health, leading to an
increase in the risk of diseases such as respiratory illness, cancer, and other serious illnesses. Irrespective of
these health issues, the Rivers State government has not taken sufficient steps to address these issues in a
timely manner. For example, despite the formation of a task force to combat illegal crude refining, which
has resulted in the spread of black soot in the atmosphere, which is known to cause respiratory illnesses, the
actions of both local and state governments have been ineffective in curbing the activities of these illegal
refineries and improving the quality of the air in the area.

With these challenges posing a very serious threat to the quality of life in Ikwerre LGA, there is an urgent
need for effective planning and development strategies that take into consideration the needs of all
stakeholders. However, to achieve that, the first step is to carry out an analysis of the quality of life in the
area in order to identify the root causes of these problems and then develop targeted solutions that can be
implemented to improve the quality of life in Ikwerre LGA. It is against this backdrop that the study
investigated the quality of life in Ikwerre Local Government Area of Rivers State, Nigeria.

THE STUDY AREA

The Ikwerre Local Government Area is located along the coast of southern Nigeria at latitudes 5°0°0”N and
6°50°0”E and longitudes 5°10°0”N and 7°0°0”E. It is one of the burgeoning urban centres in the Niger Delta
region. The northern border of Ikwerre Local Government Area is shared with Imo State, and the southern
border is shared with Obio/akpor Local Government Area in Rivers State. It is bounded in the west by the
Emuoha Local Government Area of Rivers State and east by the Etche Local Government Area of Rivers
State. Environmental services in the Ikwerre local government area have taken account of the aspects of
human health (including quality of life) that are determined by physical, chemical, biological, social, and
psychosocial factors in the environment. Environmental health services help in creating and maintaining
good public health and environmental quality within the Ikwerre local government area, ensuring such basic
health requirements as the availability of clean water, clean air, safe food, etc. for the citizenry.
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Figure 1: Map of Ikwerre Local Government Area showing the study areas
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Source: https://www.researchgate.net/figure/map-of-rivers-state-showing-its-coastal-location

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

The meaning of the phrase “urban quality of life” differs a good deal as it is variously used but, in general, it
is intended to refer to either the conditions of the environment in which people live (air and water pollution,
or poor housing, for example), or to some attribute of people themselves (such as health or educational
achievement) (Pacione, 2003). Lotfi and Solaimani (2009) stated that a number of researchers have
reviewed literature on Quality of Life (QOL) and there is general agreement that a meaningful definition of
QOL must recognize that there are two linked dimensions to the concept, namely a psychological one and
an environmental one.) (Lotfi and Solaimani, 2009) argue that “a person’s QOL is dependent on the
exogenous (objective) facts of his or her life and the endogenous (subjective) perceptions he or she has of
these factors and of himself or herself.” There are two sets of indicators for measuring quality of life with
which most of the researchers are agreed. The first set comprises objective indicators which refer to the
objective and visible aspects of urban life and are defined by different elements, for example the number of
hospitals in a city, unemployment rate, the volume of crime and the area of urban green spaces. The second
set comprises subjective indicators which try to measure and quantify the citizens’ satisfaction with those
objective attributes (Lotfi and Solaimani, 2009).

In another study McCrea (2005), examined different geographic levels of subjective urban quality of life
and discovered that regional satisfaction was best predicted by evaluations of regional services (such as
health and education) and the cost of living, while evaluations of environmental and urban growth problems
were significant predictors of regional satisfaction for younger persons. Neighbourhood satisfaction was
best predicted by evaluations of social interactions, neighbourhood crime and public facilities (parks,
libraries), while housing satisfaction was predicted best by age of home and home ownership.

Chor, and Wai (2006) also explored the relationship between the accessibility to prestigious schools and the
value of housing properties in Singapore. The findings indicate that the accessibility to prestigious schools
does affect residential property price, and it significantly explains the variation in housing prices in
Singapore. However, these are not valued as highly as other attributes, such as neighbourhood prestige and
tenure of the property. Song and Knaap (2004) analyzed the prices of single family houses when mixed land
uses are included in neighbourhoods in Washington County. They concluded that housing prices increased
with their proximity to — or with increasing amount of — public parks or neighbourhood commercial land
uses.

Hall (2008) considered valuation of amenities in urban neighbourhoods and satisfaction with both those
neighbourhoods and life in general. First, rents were used to estimate neighbourhood amenities price in San
Jose, which explained 39 percent of the standardized variation in rents. Some districts ranked very high in
housing characteristics but poorly in neighbourhood amenities, while others ranked poorly in housing
characteristics but high in neighbourhood amenities, suggesting that policy measures might reduce
inequality in urban areas through improving neighbourhood amenities. Second, the paper explored
differences in the valuation of amenities by calculating prices in different urban areas. In more sparsely
populated urban areas, distance to national parks was less important, but distance to primary roads became
more important. Finally, housing and safety satisfaction represented the key components of life satisfaction.

Ramesh and Madhavi (2009) demonstrate that poor working conditions and prevalent negative economic
situations induce high stress among farmers. As a result, Ramesh and Madhavi (2009) conclude, a
significant percentage attend health clinics due to stress-related illnesses. Fasoranti (2008) found that high
work demands and expectations, coupled with low control and lack of social support can lead to a poor
psycho-social work environment, with increased stress levels, ill mental health, depression, and, in the worst
cases, suicide. Internationally, farmers with mental illnesses have different health service options depending
on their location.
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METHODOLOGY

This study used a survey research design because it allowed the researcher to shed light on current issues or
problems through a data collection process that allowed the researcher to describe the situation more
thoroughly. The method also described or identified “what” participants believed, felt, or did in relation to
the topic under study. The suitability of the design is that it affords the researcher the opportunity to
integrate the qualitative and quantitative methods of data collection and analysis.

The population of the study entails households in Ikwerre LGA, Rivers State. According to the data
available at the time of this study, the population was made up of an estimated 469,788 people living in
78,269 households in Ikwerre LGA (Source: LGA Demographic Report, 2022).

Using the population projection formula Pt = Po (1+ r)" and a population growth rate of 3.2%, the 1991
population was projected to 2022 as shown in the table below;

Pt=Po (1+1)"
Where Pt = population year to be projected, 2022
Po = population base year, 1991
1 = constant
r = population growth rate
n = number of years the projection period cover

Table 5.1 Zones and Population Distribution

Population Distribution

Zones [Towns 1991 (2022 |Sample Size
Zone A

1 Omerelu 9450 |25090 |21
2 Apani 5659 |15025 (13
3 Ubima 10800 (28674 |24
4 Elele 40000 (106201 (36
Zone B

1 Umuanwa 9250 [24559 |39
2 Isiokpo 8733 |23186 |46
3 Ozuoha 14100 |37436 |32
4 Igwuruta 22200 |58942 (50
Zone C

1 Omademe (9050 (24028 |20
2 Omagwa 9500 25223 |30
3 Ipo 7750 |20577 |18
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4 Aluu 10950 (29073 |33

Zone D

1 Umuoji 4300 (11417 |7

2 Umuayemele|3200 |8496 |7

3 Umuope 3300 (8762 |7

4 Uturu 3300 |8762 |7

5 Uborum 3200 |8496 |7

6 Umudiala |2200 |5841 |5
Total 177,442|469,788)400

Source: Researcher’s Projection, 2022

Example; Population projection of Omerelu town from 1991 to 2022 where the base population is given as
9450

Pt=Po (1+1)"
Pt = 9450[1 + 3.2/100]31
= 9450[1 + 0.032]3!
= 9450[1.032]31
= 9450[2.65503723437]
= 25090(Projected population of Omerelu to 2022)

Primary data consisted of household surveys, interviews, and field observations. A carefully designed
questionnaire was used for collecting data for the study, among respondents in the selected communities
using the systematic sampling technique. 400 copies of structured questionnaires were administered to the
selected households. The questionnaire was structured to measure the effect of socioeconomic attributes and
environmental attributes on the quality of life among residents in Ikwerre Local Government Area of Rivers
State. Secondary Data consisted of sources such as journal articles, the internet, papers presented at
conferences, and reports from ministries, government agencies, and environmental agencies. Population
figures for the study area were obtained from the National Population Commission (NPC) in Rivers State,
while population estimates and sample size were statistically determined.

Quantitative data from the questionnaires was coded and entered using Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS) version 25. Research questions were answered using descriptive statistics such as
frequency, percentages, means, and standard deviation, while hypotheses were tested using multiple
regression analysis and analysis of variance (ANOVA) at the 0.05 level of significance

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Level of Quality of Life of the Residents in Ikwerre Local Government Area

The result showed that the total satisfaction of the residents in the Ikwerre local government area of Rivers
State is below average, with significant areas of improvement needed in infrastructure, economic
opportunities, environmental sustainability, security and safety, social cohesion, and access to basic
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amenities. However, the tested hypothesis one revealed that there is a significant variation in the level of
quality of life of the residents in the Ikwerre local government area. These findings imply that the quality of
life of the residents is not uniform and that there are certain areas or groups within the community that may
be experiencing a higher or lower quality of life than others.

Table 6.1: Mean distribution of the level of quality of life of the residents in Ikwerre local Government Area

Respondents ( n =400
S/IN |Items P ( ) —
VH |[H |L |VL |Mean |Std. D|Rank |Decision
Access to basic amenities such as clean th :
L water, electricity, and healthcare 38 |31 188 1143 1191 10.90 8 Disagree
5 Availability of quality education for all 59 143|187 |41 190 086 loth Disagree
age groups
Sustainable economic opportunities and th .
3. employment 21 |161 (123 |95 |[2.27 0.88 |5 Disagree
n Adequate |nfra§tructure, including roads o5 |61 l153 lo1 [2.40 108 |ath Disagree
and transportation
5, |Access to markets for goods and 114 |235 [27 |24 [3.10 [0.76 [2n@  |Agree
services
6. Somalcqheswnamong members of the 36 |29 l194 |141 1190 losg |oth Disagree
community
7 EnVIronm'entaIsustalnabllltyand 23 172|171 132 l196  loss leth Disagree
conservation efforts
Security and safety of residents 43 (36 |175 (146 |1.94 0.94 |7t Disagree
Sustainable agricultural system 189 |140 |59 |12 |3.27 0.82 |18t Agree
10, |Efficient waste management and 36 [205 |76 (83 [2.49 [0.92 |3 |Disagree
sanitation systems
Grand Mean 2.31

Source: Field Data (2022)
(Criterion Mean = 2.5, Mean: 1.0-2.49 =Disagree, 2.5-4.00=Agree

VH= Very High H= high L= low VL= very low

The findings are consistent with the study of Wokekoro and Owei (2014), which revealed from their study
that residential quality of life was low with garbage on the streets. There was no street lighting, and periodic
flooding occurred in the neighbourhoods. The study revealed that 16.4% of the residents were unhappy with
their residential quality of life, and 49.2% of the residents perceived their neighbourhoods to be of medium
quality.

Socio-economic Factors Affecting the Quality of Life of Respondents in Ikwerre Local Government
Area

The results revealed that residents in the Ikwerre Local Government Area perceive inadequate healthcare
facilities and services, low educational attainment, a lack of clean water and sanitation, low-income levels,
the absence of basic amenities, insufficient parks and recreational facilities, weak cultural values and
traditions, and limited employment opportunities as major socioeconomic factors that affect their quality of
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life. However, security and safety do not seem to be a significant concern for them. However, testing
hypothesis two revealed that there is a significant relationship between the socioeconomic factors and the
quality of life of residents in the Ikwerre Local Government Area. As such, a one-unit increase in HFS, IL,
EBA, and TI would lead to a significant improvement in the quality of life of residents in the Ikwerre Local
Government Area, while the other socioeconomic factors would not have a significant impact on their
quality of life.

Table 6.2: Socio-economic factor that affect the quality of life of residents in Ikwerre Local Government
Area

SIN|Villages HFS|EA CWS |IL EBA|SSR |TI PRFICVT |[EO |n
1. |Omerelu 8 [13 16 10 16 |9 9 9 (18 14 21
2. |Apani 7 19 6 4 10 |9 5 9 |11 10 13
3. |Ubima 6 14 14 12 17 |15 14 20 |17 14 24
4. |Elele 31 (15 16 33 28 (18 33 25 |19 23 33
5. |Umuanwa |12 |19 24 32 29 |6 24 19 |25 22 39
6. |lsiokpo 43 |29 27 42 39 |19 46 19 |29 23 46
7. |Ozuoha 10 |16 12 32 23 |11 20 13 |21 20 32
8. |lgwuruta 48 (20 24 50 35 |28 50 33 |29 40 50
9. [Omademe |10 |9 8 20 15 |2 8 8 |13 12 20
10. [Omagwa 29 |20 17 22 20 |19 30 8 |16 25 30
11. [Ipo 14 |7 15 9 13 |9 7 12 |11 14 18
12. [Aluu 31 |14 23 25 24 |21 33 20 |20 27 33
13. [Umuoji 7 |0 1 7 6 |7 4 2 |6 7 7
14. |Umuayemele [6 |7 3 7 7 6 3 6 |5 7 7
15. [Umuope 7 |6 5 7 2 |4 1 3 |2 5 7
16. [Uturu 6 |5 7 7 7 |4 5 5 |7 7 7
17. [Uborum 7 |6 7 2 7 |6 6 6 |2 4 7
18. [Umudiala |6 |6 2 2 6 |4 5 3 |4 0 6
Total for Yes|288 |215 227 323 304 |197 303 220 |255 274 3400
% of Yes 72%|53.75%0|56.75%|80.75%(76%06(49.25%|75.75%|55%0(63.75%0|68.5%
Total for No 112 |185 173 77 96 (203 97 180 |145 126
% of No 28%0|46.25%0|43.25%|19.25%(24%|50.75%0|24.25%|45%0(36.25%|31.5%

Source: Field Data (2022) [Displayed Responses were for those who indicated “Yes”]

HFS=Healthcare facilities & EA=Educational attainment CWS= Clean water and
services sanitation
_ EBA=Electricity and other basic SSR=Security and safety of
IL=Income levels . .
amenities residents
CVT=Cultural values and

TI=Transportation infrastructure PRF=Parks & recreational facilities "
traditions

EO=Employment opportunities
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This result was corroborated by Marmot and Wilkinson (2006), who revealed that an individual’s
occupation is, directly and indirectly, connected to their socioeconomic status. In other words, other forms
of socioeconomic status are directly linked to higher levels of education. Also, Oyeleke and Tanga (2017)
corroborated the findings by their study which revealed that age, gender, marital status, number of wives,
number of children, and experience in a rural area, occupation and educational attainment predicted quality
of life. The result was also supported by Sahin et al. (2019), whose study revealed that because of the high
level of obsolescence and physical deterioration in the locality, there is usually a very low level of economic
conditions and a poor social life that takes place in such locality. Adedimeji and Odutolu (2007) in their
study revealed that identified and ranked certain issues that they considered most important in terms of
improving the quality of life of PLWHA some of which included social and economic issues. The issue
rated highest was the availability of care and social support from family members and close friends (93%).
Other highly rated concerns include; financial pressures (89%), stigma and discrimination (87%) among
others.

Residential Perception of the Quality of Life in Ikwerre Local Government Area

The result showed that the overall perception of the quality of life in Ikwerre Local Government Area of
Rivers State is below average, with the respondents indicating dissatisfaction with various aspects of their
livability, particularly in the aspect of education, healthcare, sanitation, security, employment opportunities,
government support, and political stability. Furthermore, the tested hypothesis four revealed that there is
evidential variation in the residential perception on quality of life in Ikwerre Local Government Area.

Table 6.3: Mean distribution of residents’ perception of the quality of life in Ikwerre Local Government Area

Respondents ( n = 400)
SA |A [D [SD |Mean [Std. D|Rank |Decision

SIN |ltems

1 Thg level of security in my community is 38 |31 |188 143 101 090 |6th Disagree
satisfactory
5 There is tolerable basic amenities such as 103 1116 105 |76 |2.62 107 |ond Agree

water and electricity
3. |The road network in my area is adequate |86 [150 (90 (74 (2.62 1.02 [2nd Agree
The cost of living is relatively affordable |140 (84 |114 |62 [2.76 [1.10 |15t Agree

g, |Ihere are reasonable employment 26 |16 199 |150 [1.77 o8t [sth  |Disagree
opportunities in my area

6. The healthcare system in my area is up to 36 |29 1104 1141 l190 loss [7th Disagree
standard

7 The educational system in my area is up 23 |72 1171 134 |19 loge lath Disagree

to standard

8. TheIeveIof_clea}nllne;ssandsanltatlon in 12 las |175 146 1194 lo.9a [5th Disagree
my community is satisfactory

0. There is a high level of political stability 13 |12 215 1160 1170 loes |1oth Disagree
in my area
The level of government support and

10. [(intervention in my community is 12 |35 [197 [156 |76 [0.74 |9  |Disagree
commendable
Grand Mean 2.09

Source: Field Survey, 2022
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(Criterion Mean = 2.5, Mean: 1.0-2.49 =Disagree, 2.5-4.00=Agree

The findings are consistent with the study of Wokekoro and Owei (2014), which revealed from their study
that residential quality of life, was low with garbage on the streets. There was no street lighting and periodic
flooding occurring in the neighbourhoods. The study revealed that 16.4% of the residents were unhappy
with their residential quality of life and 49.2% of the residents’ perceived neighbourhoods to be of medium
quality. Also, the result was supported by Sahin et al. (2019), whose study revealed that because of the high
level of obsolescence and physical deterioration in the locality, there is usually very low level of economic
conditions and poor social life that takes place in such locality.

CONCLUSION

The result of the study stated that the quality of life in Ikwerre Local Government Area of Rivers State is
poor. The outcome, however, can be directly or indirectly attributed to factors like the extent of availability
of portable water, electricity availability, the quality and reliability of the government, the quality of
recreational facilities, the cleanliness of the area, and access to waste disposal facilities, among others. With
respect to the brisance of these challenges on the quality of life of residents, it is imperative for the Rivers
State government, especially the Ikwerre Local Government Council, to initiate action to address such
environmental challenges. Presently, there seems to be little or no evidence that the Rivers State government
has established policies and programmes for addressing such environmental challenges to the satisfaction of
the people.

Furthermore, the socio-economic condition, which showed no significant relationship with the quality of
life, was an indication of how the quality of life was affected by financial stability. In other words, the more
stable the economic condition, the higher the gratification. For those in hinterland areas, it was determined
that more than half of the population was living on an income below the poverty line, which had major
consequences on the satisfaction as well as the order of the people in their locality. Therefore, the study
concludes that if these issues must be addressed, innovative ideas and programmes like job creation,
improved access to healthcare and education, and poverty alleviation initiatives among others need to be
implemented in order to secure the satisfaction for rural populations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

With the findings in this study, it proposes that; The Ikwerre Local Government Council should employ or
utilize public policies that address the needs of low-income earners, so that their socioeconomic status can
be improved, and their quality of life enhanced. Governments and non-governmental organisations in
Ikwerre LGA should focus their efforts on providing social welfare programmes, such as job training,
employment assistance, financial aid, and other forms of assistance, to enhance the satisfaction of residents
in the area. The Ikwerre Local Government Council should focus their efforts on providing basic
infrastructure and services such as communication systems, fire station, gas systems, public works,
transportation systems, educational centres/school systems, power, water supply systems, health facilities,
and improved sanitation in order to enhance the gratification residents in the area. The Ikwerre Local
Government Council should take proactive steps to mitigate the impact of these environmental hazards by
improving the drainage systems, regulating toxic emissions from industrial facilities, and increasing public
awareness about proper waste disposal and management.
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