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ABSTRACT

Purpose of the study: The purpose of the study was to conduct a critical analysis of democratic electoral
reforms and its impact on peace and security in Somaliland.

Methodology: The researchers used an employed a cross-sectional research design integrating qualitative and
quantitative methods. A sample of 230 people was used for primary data using a questionnaire-based survey
and Interviews Guide.

Findings: According to the results, results show that democratic electoral reforms affect peace building efforts
in Somaliland, based on the findings, more so, the study on regression analysis of democratic electoral reforms
and security in Somaliland, based on the findings, and lastly results on the challenges to electoral reforms
hindering peace and security in Somaliland. Based on the responses, it was found that the major challenge
faced in electoral reforms is Limited resources to deploy in their democratic processes.

Conclusion and study implications: The conclusion of this study underscores the critical impact of
democratic electoral reforms on peacebuilding and security in Somaliland. The findings reveal that effective
electoral reforms can foster peace by enhancing political stability and reducing conflict. Reforms that
emphasize transparency, inclusivity, and representation strengthen trust in governance and support social
cohesion, creating a more secure environment. However, challenges like limited resources, political
fragmentation, and clan-based affiliations hinder the full realization of these benefits. These insights highlight
the need for policy interventions that prioritize robust democratic frameworks, resource allocation, and
capacity building for electoral institutions, potentially guiding policymakers, international stakeholders, and
civil society in promoting sustainable peace and security in the region.

Keywords: Democratic electoral reforms, Peace and security, and Electoral process

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

The Soviet Union and the United States played a significant role in the Cold War, leading to the establishment
of democratic reforms. These reforms, particularly in electoral assistance, have become crucial in aid
initiatives. The international community has used electoral assistance to resolve internal conflicts and reinforce
peace processes in post-civil conflict environments (Ajulo, 2022). Since the end of the Cold War, the electoral
dimension of peace operations has become increasingly important, with elections being a fundamental aspect
of the peace process.

Globally, electoral democracies depend on elections that are credible, free, fair, and held at regular intervals.
While it is acknowledged that elections alone do not constitute a democracy, it is equally true that genuine
democracy cannot exist without transparent electoral processes (Ojo, 2021). Therefore, it can be reasonably
concluded that the future of democracy is contingent upon the presence of credible elections. Recognizing that
elections are inherently flawed worldwide (Balogun and Ikheloa, 2019), democratic nations periodically strive
to enhance the electoral process by amending electoral laws and regulations. This endeavor is what is referred
to as electoral reforms. Consequently, it is evident that electoral reforms not only enhance the electoral process
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but also act as mechanisms for achieving democratic stability, thereby ensuring the continuity of democratic
practices in the future.

Nigeria, one of the Varieties of Democracies, is facing significant challenges in elections across Africa,
including Nigeria. The country's democratic foundation is threatened by serious irregularities, despite progress
in gender voting, voter registration, inclusion of disabled individuals, and marginalized groups (IDEA, 2014).
The report reveals that factors contributing to electoral fraud include government manipulation of media, civil
society, rule of law, and elections (VDem, 2022). The challenges in Africa extend beyond mere violations of
electoral laws, as the ruling party's unchecked influence shapes these laws and regulations without adequate
oversight from other stakeholders. To address these issues, it is crucial to understand the underlying dynamics
and learn from relevant experiences before investing in electoral reforms in Somaliland.

The electoral framework in Somaliland is being improved through a comprehensive set of initiatives, aiming to
enhance political inclusivity and strengthen democratic institutions. This shift from clan-centric politics to a
more party-oriented system is crucial for fostering peace, stability, and effective governance (Bincof, 2018).
The reforms prioritize citizenship over clan loyalty, encouraging the establishment of political parties based on
ideological beliefs and policy agendas (O’Driscoll, 2018). The reforms also focus on involving marginalized
groups, such as women, individuals with disabilities, and minority populations, through measures like
representation quotas and outreach programs.

Somaliland operates under a multi-party democratic framework. In the year 2000, the nation transitioned from
a clan-based power-sharing system to one that allows for the competition of democratic political parties in
elections (Fadal, 2011). This newly established multi-party system included an agreement on an electoral
timetable for political organizations, stipulating that elections would occur every decade (Fadal, 2011).
Following these elections, the three leading political organizations would be designated as the official
"National Parties” (APD, 2016). In his examination of Law No.14, Dr. Mohamed Fadal from the SORADI
Research Institute notes that there is a lack of clarity regarding whether the successful parties are granted
permanent status in the three constitutional positions available for the multi-party system in Somaliland, or if
there is potential for new entrants to join this exclusive political party framework (2011). Consequently, the
initial three parties recognized as 'national parties—UDUB, UCID, and Kulmiye—have maintained power for
over a decade, contrary to the constitutional stipulation (Fadal, 2011). The uncertainty surrounding the
regulations governing political parties remains unaddressed, continuing to influence the political dynamics
within Somaliland.

The purpose of the study was to conduct a critical analysis of democratic electoral reforms and its impact on
peace and security in Somaliland. Key objectives are:

1) To examine the effect of democratic electoral reforms on Peace building efforts in Somaliland
2) To determine the effect of democratic electoral reforms on security in Somaliland

3) To assess the challenges to electoral reforms hindering peace and security in Somaliland

LITERATURE REVIEW

Electoral Reforms: Key Concepts

A modification to the electoral system that modifies the way the electorate's preferences are reflected in
election outcomes is known as electoral reform (Bryden, 2016). Changes to voting procedures, such as
proportional representation, runoff voting in two rounds, instant-runoff voting (also known as Condorcet
voting), range voting, approval voting, citizen initiatives, referendums, and recall elections, have the potential
to be considered reforms. processes for counting votes, political party regulations, and usually modifications to
election legislation. Voting eligibility (includes expanding the voting pool, granting the right to vote, and
extending the right to vote to previously excluded individuals of a particular age, gender, or race/ethnicity),
How political parties and candidates can have their names on ballots (ballot access) and how they can run for
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office (nomination regulations). Election district boundaries and electoral constituencies. In contrast to single-
member districts, this may involve taking into account districts with several members.

According to Dummett (1997), voting apparatus and ballot design are also part of democratic election reforms.
Unlike X voting under First-past-the-post voting and certain other systems, preferential ballots, as employed in
Single Transferable Voting, require a different ballot design. Scrutinizing (candidates, political parties, etc.
keeping an eye on the election), Election worker and voter safety, anti-corruption, anti-bribery, and anti-
conflict of interest policies, funding for candidates and referendum campaigns, and variables influencing voter
turnout

Democratic electoral reforms, according to Admin (2020), are constructive adjustments made to election
procedures with the goals of fostering more democracy, outlawing the criminalization of politics, selecting the
best candidates for legislative chambers, preventing the abuse of the government apparatus, ensuring fair
representation, etc. According to Hoffmeister (2022), "election reform" is a general phrase used to refer to
modifications intended to increase the electoral process's responsiveness to the needs and preferences of the
general population. They could be administrative, legal, or political in nature, pertaining to the political climate
in which the EMB functions, including granting it greater autonomy or establishing a more efficient
framework for its financing and responsibility.

Democratic electoral Reforms on Peace building

Democratic electoral reforms are essential to peacebuilding initiatives worldwide, serving as a means to
achieve stability and inclusivity (Schultz, 2018). To begin with, the introduction of electoral reforms enhances
transparency and legitimacy within the electoral framework, effectively addressing grievances and alleviating
tensions among various communities. Initiatives such as improving voter registration processes, ensuring
equitable representation through proportional representation systems, and establishing independent electoral
bodies enhance the credibility of elections, thereby reducing the potential for disputes that may lead to
violence.

Moreover, these reforms encourage political engagement and representation, particularly for marginalized
populations, including ethnic minorities and women. By implementing quotas or affirmative action strategies,
electoral frameworks can empower these underrepresented groups, granting them a platform to express their
concerns and aspirations in the political arena. This inclusivity not only fortifies the democratic structure but
also lessens the likelihood of marginalized individuals resorting to violence due to feelings of exclusion from
the political landscape.

Additionally, Bukhari (2024) notes that democratic electoral reforms are instrumental in fostering trust in
institutions and nurturing a culture of dialogue and compromise. The introduction of measures aimed at
preventing electoral fraud, such as effective monitoring systems and safeguarding judicial independence,
enhances citizens' confidence in the electoral process and the rule of law. Furthermore, the promotion of civic
education initiatives helps develop a more informed electorate, capable of engaging in constructive political
discussions and resolving conflicts peacefully through democratic means.

Democratic Electoral Reforms and Security

Democratic electoral reforms are essential for the establishment of fair and transparent elections, which are
fundamental to the principles of democratic governance (Osuji, 2017). These reforms include a variety of
initiatives designed to bolster the integrity of electoral systems, such as enhancing voter registration processes,
instituting strong protections against fraud and manipulation, fostering inclusivity and accessibility, and
improving oversight mechanisms (Debrah & Owusu-Mensah, 2023).

Moreover, it is imperative that electoral reforms emphasize the safeguarding of fundamental rights and civil
liberties, including the rights to freedom of expression, assembly, and association (O'Connell, 2020). These
rights are crucial for nurturing a dynamic political environment and enabling citizens to engage meaningfully
in the electoral process. Consequently, it is vital that electoral reforms protect these rights from unwarranted
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limitations or violations, especially in light of emerging challenges such as disinformation campaigns and
digital manipulation.

Even in established democracies like the United States, there exists a pervasive sense of alienation and
disillusionment among many citizens who perceive the democratic system as increasingly unresponsive to
their needs, with a government that appears less inclined to advocate for their interests (Edel, 2019). In Hong
Kong, protests erupted against a proposed bill that would have allowed the extradition of criminal suspects to
mainland China. Although the bill was eventually withdrawn, demonstrations persisted, with protestors
demanding investigations into police brutality and the release of imprisoned political activists. Similarly, in
Thailand, youth-led protests in 2020 called for the dissolution of parliament, an end to ongoing government
intimidation, and the drafting of a new constitution to enhance civil liberties. In the United States, the '‘Black
Lives Matter' movement gained renewed momentum in response to incidents of police brutality in 2020. The
catalyst for widespread unrest was the brutal public choking of George Floyd, an African-American individual,
by a white police officer. The elections held in November 2020, featuring the incumbent Donald Trump from
the Republican Party and Joe Biden from the Democratic Party, were characterized by significant division and
political tension, marking them as some of the most contentious in American history. Following his electoral
defeat, Donald Trump encouraged his supporters to contest the election results, though these efforts ultimately
proved unsuccessful.

Democracy appears to have been co-opted by the relentless drive of capitalism, which often disregards the
welfare of the majority. The conceptualization of democracy has historically been associated with liberal
economic advancement, which can be interpreted as liberal capitalism. In 1991, the esteemed political scientist
Samuel Huntington noted that “successive waves of democratization have washed over the shore of
dictatorship. Buoyed by a rising tide of economic progress, each wave advanced further—and receded less
than its predecessor” (Huntington 2005). However, this notion of economic ‘progress’ frequently pertains to
capital accumulation and foreign income generation, as well as production and market efficiency, rather than
the enhancement of living conditions for the populace. Consequently, such economic frameworks tend to
benefit a select few individuals or specific societal groups.

In his work, The Future of Capitalism, Collier (2018) asserts that “Modern capitalism has the potential to lift
us all to unprecedented prosperity, but it is morally bankrupt and on track for tragedy.” Collier (2020)
expresses concern over the rising levels of poverty globally and the expanding economic divide, all while the
world maintains an illusion of progress. This article posits that democratic advancement is closely linked to
economic development, with both elements playing a crucial role in fostering peace economics.

Tabassam, Hashmi, and Rehman (2016) established that terrorism, serving as an indicator of security, exerts a
significantly negative influence on economic growth in Pakistan. They emphasized the necessity of
considering the elements contributing to political instability when making economic decisions. Uddin et al.
(2017) identified that security is crucial, while political risk adversely affects growth in developing nations.
Although both factors negatively impact growth, political instability has a more pronounced detrimental effect
compared to political risk in the context of OIC countries, as opposed to non-OIC countries. Their findings
suggest that a decline in political stability hampers growth in developing nations by reducing capital
investment, hindering human capital development, and disrupting the industrialization process. Heo and Tan
(2018) noted that democratic electoral reform Granger-causes growth in ten developing countries, while
economic growth Granger-causes democracy in eleven developing countries, leading to the conclusion that
democracy and economic growth mutually influence each other.

Nguyen (2022) contended that democratic electoral reforms, particularly leader turnover, are linked to security,
and the evidence suggests that leader turnover does not significantly affect economic outcomes in democratic
regimes. The implications of leader turnover in response to economic downturns may differ from its general
effects. Overall, the study remains neutral regarding whether lower generalized trust and increased leader
turnover are inefficient. The findings presented are primarily associative and should not be interpreted as
causal. Nonetheless, the identified patterns are significant and underscore the potential role of leader turnover
in economic stability.
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Challenges for ensuring electoral democratic reforms

A significant challenge facing the electoral landscape is the widespread occurrence of irregularities and
disputes, which significantly erode the credibility and legitimacy of the electoral process (Oni et al., 2017).
Instances of electoral misconduct, including voter intimidation, bribery, and fraud, have been documented in
previous elections, underscoring the urgent need for comprehensive electoral reforms aimed at improving
transparency and accountability (Norris, 2017). It is essential to bolster mechanisms for electoral oversight and
dispute resolution, such as independent electoral commissions and judicial entities, to effectively tackle these
issues.

Additionally, a notable aspect of democracy in the region is the vulnerability of democratic institutions and the
prevalence of hybrid regimes that exhibit both democratic characteristics (such as conducting elections) and
autocratic traits (including control over the judiciary and media, as well as executive dominance over the
legislative branch). The 2019 State of Democracy Report by IDEA indicates that Africa is home to over three-
quarters of the world's fragile democracies—nations that transitioned to democratic governance post-1975 but
subsequently experienced either a partial (hybrid) or complete democratic regression (non-democracy) before
returning to democratic status. More than half of Africa's democracies are classified as weak, demonstrating
subpar performance in at least one democratic attribute (Mwita, 2022).

Local public perceptions correspond with international assessments, suggesting a democratic regression in
certain areas of the region. The 2020 Ibrahim Index on African Governance, informed by Afrobarometer
surveys, revealed that the average score for Public Perception of Overall Governance in Africa was at its
lowest point from 2010 to 2019. Citizens throughout the continent have expressed a belief that elections are
increasingly perceived as less free and fair, and they feel less at liberty to express their opinions compared to a
decade prior. In instances of democratic decline, this deterioration often occurs under the guise of legality,
marked by a gradual erosion of democratic principles. Key factors contributing to this decline include
restrictions on freedom of expression, both in digital spaces and in traditional settings, as well as the
undermining of democratic institutions.

A further significant theme is the challenge posed by economic inequality, frequently exacerbated by global
economic dynamics, to the sustainability and integrity of democracy. The insidious and indirect effects of
unequal economic resources can undermine the quality of democratic processes, influencing voting behavior,
institutional frameworks, campaign financing, and media representation. Changes in the global economy may
have intensified these issues. Moreover, we investigate the extent to which the stagnation of economic growth
over the past four decades in established democracies has fostered a new wave of antidemocratic populism,
reflected in public sentiment and the evolution of political parties (Hussein, 2018).

The emergence of populism and its implications for democratic systems: In recent years, there has been a
significant increase in scholarly interest regarding the rise of populist parties and movements across various
regions, including Latin America, North America, and both Western and Eastern Europe (Paffenholz, 2015).
The complex interplay between populism and democratic principles presents a challenging yet crucial area of
inquiry. Numerous populist leaders ascend to power by claiming to represent “the people,” often in manners
that appear to undermine fundamental tenets of liberal democracy. Our approach involves engaging with and
collaborating alongside established groups on campus, concentrating specifically on the effects that populist
parties and movements have on democracy and the processes of de-democratization.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study utilized a cross-sectional research design that incorporated both qualitative and quantitative
methodologies. The combination of these methods serves as an effective framework for delivering a
comprehensive analysis of the situation, particularly when multiple avenues exist for gathering essential
information to facilitate objective evaluation (Mugenda and Mugenda, 2019). Data collection was conducted
using key informant interviews, a technique that yields valuable insights efficiently and cost-effectively.
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To gather quantitative data, a questionnaire-based survey was administered to a sample of 230 participants,
employing a simple random sampling approach. This method ensures that the selected elements accurately
represent the broader population under investigation (Cooper and Schindler, 2011). The study also employed
stratified random sampling to select participants, which involves dividing the population into distinct
subgroups before applying simple random sampling to gather quantitative data from operational staff. The
selection of staff was executed randomly through a rotational process.

Table 3.1: Population and Sample size

Category Population | Sample | Sampling technique
Civil society 89 35 Stratified and Simple Random
Traditional Leaders and Political Parties leaders | 197 84 Stratified and Simple Random
Minist_ry_ of Internal affairs + electoral | 179 73 Stratified and Simple Random
commission
Religious Leaders 67 28 Stratified and Simple Random
Political and administrative heads Ministries, | 10 10 Census
electoral commission and civil society

Total 542 230

Source: Ministry of information and communication, 2022
Sampling Procedure

This is the method of selecting the elements that was represented in the population under study. The sample
was a group from the population representing the population (Cooper and Schindler, 2011). The study relied
on stratified random sampling in selecting the participants for the study. Stratified and simple random
sampling involves constraining the sample by segregating elements into mutually exclusive subpopulations
(Cooper and Schindler, 2011). After stratified sampling, simple random sampling technique was used to
collect quantitative data from operations staff. The staff was selected randomly through rotary and after was
selected. The reason for adopting this method is to ensure that all the members of the study population have
equal opportunity to be sampled. Simple random sampling enabled the attainment of data from political and
administrative heads. Census inquiry was used to attain the qualitative sample sufficient to enable the
collection of data from the administrative staff of the study.

Data Collection Instruments
Questionnaires

The study used a self-administered questionnaire as the data collection tool. The questionnaire had both closed
and open-ended questions. The researcher settled on this tool because it is simple to administer, and it can
collect a lot of information from a big population within little time. According to Silverman (2005)
questionnaires are very cost effective when compared to face-to-face interviews. Questionnaires are easy to
analyze. Data entry and tabulation for nearly all surveys can be easily done with many computer software
packages

Questionnaires was circulated through a web-based platform google documents and by hand to the staff given
the rapport with the respondents. The questionnaires encompassed closed-end questions to encourage a high
response rate. The research questionnaire included five sections, section one covering general information
from the respondent, and the other sections covering the independent variables of the study.
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The respondents indicated where suitable in the questionnaires which employed a 5 point likert scale and
differential scale, 1 indicating “Strongly Disagree”, 2 indicating “Disagree” ,3 being “Neutral” 4 signifying
“Agree” and 5 being “Strongly Agree”. The specific research objectives of the study were utilized in coming
up with the questionnaire.

Interviews Guide

This was one-on-one interviews conducted with selected key informants (administrators). This method was
preferred as it gives an opportunity to probe the respondents. Some of the questions that was asked in the
questionnaire were asked in the interview guide in order to get thorough understanding of the study. This
enabled the researcher attain qualitative data.

FINDINGS
Demographics

Table 4.1: Gender of Respondents

Response Frequency Percent
Male 143 66.2
Female 73 33.8
Total 216 100.0

Source: Field Data, 2023

The study results indicate that information was attained from both genders, it sought to identity the gender
representation for the respondents in the study, it indicate that all respondents provided their views irrespective
of gender. The study democratic reforms and its impact on peace and security is undertaken by both male and
female, the results indicate that the study is provided on both the state of the gender identity being existence in
the study.

Age of Respondents

Table 4.2: Age of Respondents

Age Frequency Percent
20-29 Years 40 18.5
30-39 Years 79 36.6
40-49 years 68 315
50 Years above 29 13.4
Total 216 100.0

Source: Field Data, 2023

In the study, the researcher indicate that the majority respondents were educated and information attained on
democratic reforms and its effect on peace and security in Somaliland, it's worth noting that the majority
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respondents were youthful and hence have a sharp memory and understand the state of the democratic reforms

and its effect on peace and security in Somaliland.

Effect of democratic electoral reforms on Peace building efforts

The first research objective was to examine the effect of democratic electoral reforms on Peace building efforts
in Somaliland, In order to determine the effect between the democratic electoral reforms on peace building, the
researcher first analyzed data descriptively based on mean and standard deviation to measure the levels of
democratic electoral reforms on Peace building efforts in Somaliland, after presenting descriptive statistics on
the two variables (democratic electoral reforms on Peace building efforts), the researcher conducted simple
linear regression analysis to measure the degree of effect in statistical terms that electoral reforms have on
peace building in Somaliland.

Democratic electoral reforms in Somaliland

Table 4.3: Democratic electoral reforms in Somaliland

Democratic electoral reforms Mean Std. Interpretation
Deviation

There is prohibition of criminalization of politics 3.537 1.452 Moderately High

Parliament undertakes periodic electoral laws analysis | 2.717 1.512 Moderately High

Cabinet reviews the electoral laws after every 4 years | 3.481 1.572 High

The electoral reforms are usually parliament reviewed | 3.259 1.436 Moderately High

to stimulate equal representations

There are electoral reforms conducted that have | 3.175 1.355 Moderately High
curbed resource misuse in elections

Electoral reform systems is provided for in the | 3.282 1.627 Moderately High
national Somaliland constitution

People through a referendum induces the electoral | 2.847 1.555 Moderately High
reforms in Somaliland

Electoral reforms for gender, disability and regional | 3.217 1.323 Moderately High
representations have been done

Average Mean 3.189 1.479 Moderately High

Source: Field Data, 2023

The results in both qualitative and quantitative indicate that there exist democratic reforms in Somaliland but
these reforms are far from the system of developed democracies needed in the realization of adequate political
environments in any country.

Peace building efforts in Somaliland

Table 4.4: Peace building efforts in Somaliland

Mean Std. Deviation | Interpretation

Electoral reforms have generated consensus | 2.328 1.664 Low
among conflicting parties
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Electoral reforms have acted as a tool for | 3.263 1.572 Moderately High
reconciliations

Electoral reforms have created political party | 3.569 1.320 High

freedom

Electoral reforms have provided an understanding | 3.287 1.333 Moderately High

among the parties

Electoral reforms have been enacted to reduce | 3.175 1.389 Moderately High
tension among the parties

Electoral reforms have been used as an icon of | 3.166 1.528 Moderately High
reduction of tension

Electoral reforms are apparatus for the creation of | 2.851 1.451 Moderately High
political negations

Average Mean 3.091 1.465 Moderately High

Source: Field Data, 2023

The findings are in agreement with the qualitative findings. The study results from both questionnaire and
interview attest to the existence of the fairly peaceful situation in Somaliland compared to the entire of
Somalia majorly due to the region being semi-autonomous.

Effect of democratic electoral reforms on Peace building efforts

Table 4.5: Regression analysis of democratic electoral reforms and its effect on Peace building efforts

Model Summary

Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Std. Error of the Estimate

1 2462 .061 .056 .64403

a. Predictors: (Constant), Democratic Reforms

ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares | Df Mean Square | F Sig.
1 Regression | 5.742 1 5.742 13.843 .000°
Residual 88.762 214 415
Total 94.503 215

a. Dependent Variable: Peace building efforts

b. Predictors: (Constant), Democratic Reforms

Coefficients?

Model Unstandardized Standardized |t Sig.
Coefficients Coefficients
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B Std. Error Beta
1 (Constant) 2.981 155 19.201 .000
Democratic Reforms | .180 .048 246 3.721 .000
a. Dependent Variable: Peace building efforts

Source: Field Data, 2023

Table 4.5 presents a regression analysis examining the relationship between democratic electoral reforms and
their impact on peace-building initiatives in Somaliland. The findings reveal an R-value of .246, suggesting
that democratic electoral reforms account for 24.6% of the variance in peace-building efforts within the region.
Furthermore, the analysis indicates that these reforms are significant factors influencing peace-building
activities in Somaliland, as evidenced by a standard error estimate of .6440, which reflects the proximity of the
data points.

The ANOVA results further substantiate the claim that democratic reforms exert a statistically significant
positive influence on peace-building in Somalia, with a P-value of 0.000. This finding underscores the notion
that the implementation of electoral reforms is essential for fostering peace in Somaliland. The F-value of
13.843 further emphasizes the substantial impact of electoral reforms on peace-building efforts.

In summary, the study concludes that democratic electoral reforms significantly affect peace-building
initiatives in Somaliland, with both democratic reform systems and peace efforts yielding P-values of 0.000.
This indicates a robust relationship between the two variables, suggesting that enhancements in democratic
electoral reforms are likely to facilitate improvements in peace-building efforts in the region.

Effect of democratic electoral reforms on security in Somaliland

The second research objective was to examine the effect of democratic electoral reforms on security in
Somaliland, In order to determine the effect between the democratic electoral reforms on security, the
researcher first analyzed data descriptively based on mean and standard deviation to measure the levels of
democratic electoral reforms after presenting descriptive statistics on security, the researcher will conduct
simple linear regression analysis to measure the degree of effect in statistical terms that electoral reforms have
on Security.

Security in Somaliland

Table 4.6: Security in Somaliland

Mean | Std. Deviation | Interpretation

There is cohesion amongst the communities in security 2.648 1.486 Moderately high
Community security without robberies among the people | 2.925 1.395 Moderately high
reduced due to democratic systems

Democratic system is an umbrella for human security 3.277 1.458 Moderately high
Democratic legal system in Somaliland has created | 3.088 1.554 Moderately high
coherence amongst the communities

There are systems enhancing the state of food security in | 3.115 1.462 Moderately high
Somaliland
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There is been total national security due to electoral | 3.111 1.477 Moderately high
reforms
National security situation without conflict is due to | 3.736 1.384 Moderately high

democratic reform system of Somaliland

Average Mean 3.128 1.459 Moderately high

Source: Field Data, 2023

The findings are in agreement with those of the interview responses providing that the security situation in
Somaliland is generally secure. In the findings, it was provided in agreement that security situation in
Somaliland has generally prevailed in the country which has not been utmost but prevailing in the environment
of Somaliland.

Effect of democratic electoral reforms on security in Somaliland

Table 4.7: Effect of democratic electoral reforms on security in Somaliland

Model Summary

Model | R R Square Adjusted R Square | Std. Error of the Estimate

1 .6682 447 444 77533

a. Predictors: (Constant), Democratic Reforms

ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square | F Sig.
1 Regression | 103.813 1 103.813 172.692 | .000°
Residual 128.645 214 .601
Total 232.457 215

a. Dependent Variable: Security

b. Predictors: (Constant), Democratic Reforms

Coefficients?

Model Unstandardized Coefficients | Standardized |t Sig.
Coefficients
B Std. Error Beta
1 (Constant) 702 187 3.756 .000
Democratic Reforms | .764 .058 .668 13.141 .000

a. Dependent Variable: Security

Source: Field Data, 2023
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Table 4.7 presents the results of a regression analysis examining the relationship between democratic electoral
reforms and security in Somaliland. The findings reveal an R-value of .668, suggesting that democratic
electoral reforms account for 66.8% of the variance in security levels within Somaliland. Furthermore, the
analysis indicates that electoral reforms serve as significant determinants influencing security in the region, as
evidenced by a standard error estimate of .77533, which reflects the proximity of the data points.

The ANOVA results further substantiate the claim that democratic reforms exert a statistically significant
positive impact on security in Somaliland, with a P-value of 0.000. This finding implies that the
implementation of electoral reforms is essential for ensuring security in the region. The F-value of 172.692
underscores the substantial effect that electoral reforms have on security outcomes in Somaliland.

In summary, the study concludes that there is a statistically significant relationship between democratic
electoral reforms and security in Somaliland, with both variables exhibiting P-values of 0.000. This indicates a
strong correlation, suggesting that enhancements in democratic electoral reforms are likely to contribute
positively to the improvement of security in Somaliland.

Challenges to electoral reforms hindering peace and security in Somaliland

The third objective of the study was to assess the challenges to electoral reforms hindering peace and security
in Somaliland. In this study, the researcher provided descriptive statistics based on mean and standard
deviations to measure the level of challenge/ hindrance to the peace and security situation in Somaliland.

Table 4.8: Challenges to electoral reforms hindering peace and security in Somaliland

Mean Std. Interpretation
Deviation
Inter boarder conflicts have hindered total peace in | 3.296 1.348 Moderately High
Somaliland
Lack of international recognition of Somaliland as | 2.745 1.405 Moderately High
an independent state hinder its security and peace
Lack of political will to institute democratic 2.736 1.555 Moderately High
institutions
Limited resources to deploy in their democratic 3.916 1.280 High
processes
The clan system of leadership hinder full 3.787 1.336 High
democracy from thriving
Limited international interaction with Somaliland 3.652 1.341 High
hinder its agitation for democratic funding
Political misunderstandings among the politicians in | 3.824 1.314 High
Somaliland

Source: Field Data, 2023

in the analysis, the results indicate that the main challenge frustrating the peace and security in Somaliland
through electoral reforms is lack of Somaliland recognition as an independent state, further more limited
resources to deploy in their democratic processes, Political misunderstandings among the politicians in
Somaliland and a lack of a fully arranged political system which seriously frustrate the state of peace and
security stances and limited resources to implement the electoral reforms in the areas.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Effect of democratic electoral reforms on Peace building efforts in Somaliland

The findings indicate that democratic electoral reforms play a significant role in peace-building initiatives in
Somaliland. The researcher reports an r-value of .246, suggesting that these reforms account for a 24.6%
influence on peace-building efforts in the region. Furthermore, the ANOVA results reveal a statistically
significant positive correlation between democratic reforms and peace-building in Somalia, with a P-value of
0.000. This underscores that the implementation of electoral reforms contributes to peace-building in
Somaliland. Additionally, the analysis of coefficients confirms the statistically significant impact of
democratic electoral reforms on peace-building efforts, with both the reforms and peace initiatives exhibiting
P-values of 0.000. This indicates a moderate effect of democratic electoral reforms on peace-building in the
region.

Effect of democratic electoral reforms on security in Somaliland

The research conducted on the regression analysis of democratic electoral reforms and their impact on security
in Somaliland reveals that the R-value is .668. This suggests that democratic electoral reforms account for a
66.8% influence on security within the region. The ANOVA results further demonstrate that these reforms
have a statistically significant positive effect on security, with a P-value of 0.000. This finding implies that the
implementation of electoral reforms is essential for ensuring security in Somaliland. Additionally, the study
confirms that both democratic electoral reforms and their effects on security are statistically significant, with
both variables exhibiting a P-value of 0.000. This indicates a notable relationship between democratic reform
systems and security, highlighting the moderate impact of these reforms on the overall security landscape.

Challenges to electoral reforms hindering peace and security in Somaliland

The findings regarding the obstacles to electoral reforms that impede peace and security in Somaliland reveal
several significant challenges. The foremost issue identified is the limited resources available for democratic
processes, which received a mean score of 3.916, indicating a high level of concern. Additionally, political
misunderstandings among Somaliland's politicians were noted as a second major challenge, also with a mean
of 3.916 and a standard deviation of 1.314, suggesting a high degree of variability in responses. Regarding the
impact of the clan leadership system on the advancement of full democracy, the mean response was 3.787.
Furthermore, the limited international engagement with Somaliland, which restricts its ability to secure
democratic funding, garnered a mean score of 3.652 and a standard deviation of 1.341, indicating a high level
of concern about the existing interactions among the populace. Another challenge identified is the presence of
cross-border conflicts, which have adversely affected peace efforts in Somaliland, reflected in a mean score of
3.296 and a standard deviation of 1.348, interpreted as moderately high. Additionally, the lack of international
recognition of Somaliland as an independent state poses a significant barrier to its security and peace, with a
mean score of 2.745. Lastly, the absence of political will to establish democratic institutions was rated with a
mean of 2.736, also interpreted as moderately high, suggesting that the overall democratic landscape is
considerably obstructive to the electoral systems necessary for fostering peace and security..

CONCLUSION

The impact of democratic electoral reforms on peacebuilding initiatives in Somaliland is significant, as
indicated by the researcher’s findings, which reveal an R-value of .246. This suggests that these reforms exert
a moderate influence on peacebuilding efforts within the region. The data further demonstrate a statistical
correlation between democratic electoral reforms and peacebuilding activities in Somaliland. Consequently,
the study concludes that the advancement of electoral reforms in Somaliland possesses the potential to enhance
peacebuilding initiatives. In this context, electoral systems serve as a foundational framework that supports the
sustainability of peace efforts among Somaliland's communities. Therefore, the implementation of adequate
electoral reforms is crucial for the realization of peace objectives in the region.
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In addition, the regression analysis examining the relationship between democratic electoral reforms and
security in Somaliland reveals an R-value of .668, indicating a moderate effect of these reforms on security
within the region. This analysis suggests that a well-structured electoral reform environment can provide a
supportive framework for enhancing security. Effective management of electoral processes in Somaliland is
essential for ensuring internal security, thereby creating a conducive environment for safety. It is imperative
that a well-designed and developed security system is established, as this will significantly contribute to
fostering a secure community.

The findings indicate that several challenges impede peace and security in Somaliland, particularly in the
context of electoral reforms. A significant issue is the lack of international recognition of Somaliland as an
independent state, which restricts its access to essential resources necessary for facilitating democratic
processes. Additionally, political misunderstandings among local politicians, coupled with the absence of a
fully structured political system, severely undermine the stability of peace and security in the region. These
factors collectively hinder the establishment of effective political and electoral management systems in
Somaliland. Nevertheless, Somaliland has the potential to foster a conducive environment for peace and
security, thereby enhancing the overall atmosphere for its communities.
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