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ABSTRACT

As science, technology, and society continue to intersect, there is a greater need than ever for ethical frameworks
that include moral reflection into the core processes of research, design, and governance, rather than merely
regulating reactively. This article expands on the idea of the ethical interface, which is a dynamic space where
societal values, technology systems, and scientific knowledge interact, negotiate, and change one another. The
study offers a multifaceted model of the ethical interface that includes epistemic, institutional, cultural, and
participative dimensions, drawing on critical social theory, philosophical ethics, and Science and Technology
Studies (STS). Four recent case studies—qglobal vaccine inequities during the COVID-19 pandemic, human germ
line editing via CRISPR, algorithmic bias in artificial intelligence, and data misuse in the Cambridge Analytical
scandal—illustrate this framework. Instead of being added as an afterthought, the analysis shows how ethical
consideration can be incorporated into techno scientific practice from the beginning. Through the integration of
feminist critiques, postcolonial perspectives, and global justice considerations, the suggested model tackles
disparities in risk allocation, innovation, and representation. The paper argues for an anticipatory, inclusive, and
culturally plural ethics that can direct science and technology toward the common good. It ends by describing
consequences for policy, education, and participatory governance.

Keywords: Ethical Interface, Science and Technology Studies, Responsible Innovation, Global Justice,
Technological Citizenship, Postcolonial Ethics

INTRODUCTION

Technology and science have always been more than just instruments of material advancement; they are strong
forces that change how societies act, think, and envision the future. Techno scientific developments have
changed economies, political structures, and even the idea of what it means to be human, from the printing press
to artificial intelligence. Nevertheless, urgent ethical issues—not just about what can be done, but also about
what should be done, by whom, and for whose benefit—arise with every revolutionary step.

In the past, ethical oversight in science and technology has frequently been reactive, appearing in reaction to
obvious consequences like accidents in technology, medical malpractice, or environmental degradation. They
tend to treat ethics as an external restraint applied after technical or scientific paths have already been established,
even though such reactions have produced significant safeguards—codes of conduct, regulatory bodies, and
human rights frameworks. In a time when inventions can have worldwide, irrevocable effects and when change
is happening faster than both public discussion and regulation, this approach is becoming more and more
insufficient.

In order to reconsider how science, technology, and society interact, this article promotes the idea of the ethical
interface. The ethical interface is viewed as a recursive, co-productive arena where values, knowledge, and
power are continuously negotiated rather than as a straight pipeline where science creates technology, which
subsequently affects society. This reinterpretation makes it possible for ethics to be directly incorporated into
the technological science design and development processes, opening up possibilities for inclusive engagement,
anticipatory governance, and context-sensitive decision-making.
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The method used here emphasizes how knowledge creation and technological innovation are socially integrated,
drawing on Science and Technology Studies (STS). Along with feminist and postcolonial critiques that
emphasize the significance of contextual knowledge, cultural pluralism, and epistemic fairness, it also
incorporates philosophical traditions such as deontology, consequentialism, and virtue ethics. The resulting
paradigm seeks to provide useful tools for ethical innovation in addition to criticizing current structures.

There are five sections to the analysis. First, by interacting with STS and moral philosophy, the theoretical
underpinnings of the ethical interface are established. Second, the study's methodology—which combines
illustrative case analysis and conceptual synthesis—is described. Third, the ethical interface lens is used to
analyze four recent case studies: COVID-19 vaccine distribution, CRISPR gene editing, Cambridge Analytical,
and algorithmic bias in Al. Fourth, a multifaceted Ethical Interface Matrix that includes epistemological,
institutional, cultural, and participative dimensions is proposed in the article. The conclusion concludes by
considering the consequences for governance, education, and policy and making the case for a change in global
science and technology toward proactive, pluralistic ethics.

This article argues for a change in the conception, assessment, and governance of techno science by placing
ethics within the co-production of knowledge and societal order. In order to successfully navigate the
opportunities and risks of the twenty-first century, the ethical interface is a practical necessity rather than an
ideal.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Science and Technology Studies (STS) Foundations

A critical perspective for comprehending how science, technology, and society are mutually shaped is provided
by science and technology studies, or STS. STS rejects ideas of scientific and technical determinism and stresses
that technological innovation and knowledge production are socially embedded processes impacted by political
structures, economic interests, and cultural norms (Jasanoff, 2004; Bijker, Hughes, & Pinch, 2012). According
to this viewpoint, science and technology are co-produced with social structures and value systems, challenging
the notion that they are neutral tools used to an external social reality (Latour, 2005).

The Social Construction of Technology (SCOT) paradigm, which shows how technological artifacts gain
stability and meaning through negotiation among pertinent social groups, is a significant contribution of STS
(Pinch & Bijker, 1984). Comparably, Actor—Network Theory (ANT) highlights the distributed agency that
defines contemporary sociotechnical systems by extending the analytical domain to encompass both human and
non-human actors (Callon, 1986; Latour, 2005). In all methods, ethics must take into consideration the diverse
networks that give rise to technoscientific results; it cannot be limited to professional codes or regulatory
checklists.

The idea of co-production as proposed by Sheila Jasanoff is especially pertinent to the ethical interface. It
explains how social order and scientific knowledge are shaped simultaneously, demonstrating the
interdependence of normative and epistemic commitments. For instance, discussions around genetically
modified organisms (GMOs) touch on issues of identity, governance, and trust just as much as they do molecular
biology. This realization is essential to redefining ethics as an internal, proactive process as opposed to an
external assessment phase.

Philosophical Ethics and Moral Traditions

Normative ethical frameworks must be combined with STS findings in order to properly describe the ethical
interface. Different evaluative lenses are offered by the three main traditions of virtue ethics, consequentialism,
and deontology:

Kant's deontology (1785/1993) places a strong emphasis on obligations, rights, and moral principles that apply
regardless of the results. This tradition in techno science emphasizes informed consent, respect for individuals,
and the inherent worth of human dignity.
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Consequentialism (Mill, 1863/1998) seeks to enhance the common good or reduce damage by evaluating actions
according to their results. This method frequently corresponds with cost—benefit assessments in policy but risks
overlooking distributive justice and minority voices.

The moral character of agents is the main focus of virtue ethics (Aristotle, 350 BCE/2004), which emphasizes
characteristics like wisdom, humility, and responsibility as essential to ethical scientific and engineering work.

Even if each tradition provides insightful advice, none of them alone can adequately address the intricate,
dispersed, and culturally diverse nature of ethical quandaries in science and technology.

Feminist, Postcolonial, and Plural Ethics

The abstract universalism of conventional moral theories is criticized by feminist ethics (Gilligan, 1982;
Haraway, 1988), which promotes relationality, caring, and situated knowledge. These methods stress the need
for ethical reasoning to take into account embodiment, context, and the lived experiences of people impacted by
technological advancements.

Postcolonial ethics challenges Eurocentric and Universalist assumptions by questioning the global imbalances
ingrained in scientific and technical institutions (Harding, 2011; Shiva, 1997). By promoting the
acknowledgement and incorporation of Indigenous and non-Western knowledge systems into international
innovation and governance frameworks, it places a strong emphasis on epistemic justice.

Together, these viewpoints enhance the ethical interface by emphasizing how power, representation, and cultural
variety are all intertwined with moral judgment.

Defining the Ethical Interface
Building on STS and ethical theory, the ethical interface is defined here as:

Scientific knowledge, technical systems, and societal values interact, negotiate, and co-evolve in this dynamic,
recursive realm, which integrates normative reflection into all phases of innovation, from conception to
implementation.

The ethical interface acknowledges the interconnection of science, technology, and society, in contrast to linear
models that divide these fields into distinct spheres. It is intrinsically bidirectional: new information reshapes
political and economic priorities, technology infrastructures alter cultural norms, and society values impact
scientific agendas. From the design of laboratory research to discussions about global governance, this recursive
trend opens up a variety of avenues for ethical participation.

The ethical interface is in line with the new paradigm of responsible innovation since it views ethics as an
essential part of technoscientific practice rather than as an external remedy (Stilgoe, Owen, & Macnaghten,
2013). According to this paradigm, actors must be reflective, anticipate effects, engage in inclusive deliberation,
and be sensitive to changing social demands and concerns.

METHODOLOGY

Research Paradigm and Philosophical Orientation

The paradigms used in this work include interpretivist, critical-constructivist, and qualitative. Since it recognizes
that moral reasoning and knowledge production are located within particular social, political, and cultural
contexts, this method is ideal for examining ethical issues in science and technology (Haraway, 1988; Jasanoff,
2004). Understanding how ethical meanings are created, debated, and operationalized in various technoscientific
contexts is the focus of the research rather than the pursuit of universal, context-free laws.

This paradigm's crucial dimension demonstrates a dedication to investigating the power dynamics that influence
who engages in science and technology, whose knowledge is valued, and how risks and rewards are allocated.
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In line with Science and Technology Studies (STS), constructivism acknowledges that diverse actors, such as
institutions, communities, and non-human agents, negotiate to produce scientific facts and technical artifacts.

Research Design

The work uses illustrated case study analysis in conjunction with a theoretical synthesis. The idea of the ethical
interface and its operational aspects are constructed through theoretical synthesis, which incorporates ideas from
critical social theory, normative ethics, and STS. Case studies provide practical examples of how ethical
quandaries appear and are handled (or ignored) in practice, helping to root this conceptual framework in real-
world settings.

This design is exploratory rather than hypothesis-testing, aiming to generate a multidimensional framework that
is both analytically rigorous and practically applicable.

Case Study Selection

Instead of testing hypotheses, this design is exploratory in nature and seeks to produce a multifaceted framework
that is both practically useful and analytically sound.

Purposive sampling was used to choose four case studies in order to guarantee theme diversity, worldwide
applicability, and a range of technological domains:

The COMPAS risk assessment system in the US criminal justice system is an example of algorithmic bias in
artificial intelligence.

Human germ line editing: He Jiankui modified embryos in China using CRISPR-Cas9.
The Cambridge Analytical-Facebook scandal: Data exploitation and political manipulation.

Global Vaccine Inequity: Differences in the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine between high-income and
low-income nations.

These cases were selected because they provide light on several aspects of the ethical interface, including global
justice, surveillance capitalism, governance gaps, and epistemic prejudice. They also enable for cross-cultural
examination because they represent different socio-political situations.

Data Sources

Only secondary data from academic, institutional, and public sources—such as peer-reviewed journal papers in
STS, ethics, and related fields—is used in this study.

Guidelines and policy reports from agencies including the OECD, UNESCO, and the World Health Organization
(WHO).

Media coverage and investigative journalism; ¢ Regulatory and legal records that are accessible to the public.
To maintain analytical balance and lessen epistemic bias, data sources were chosen to reflect a variety of
viewpoints, including business, governmental, civil society, and scientific.

Analytical Approach
There were two phases to the analysis:

Theoretical Mapping: To determine the fundamental elements of the ethical interface, concepts from STS and
ethics were methodically mapped.

Case Analysis: Every case study was analyzed using these dimensions as a guide, with particular attention paid
to: o How institutional frameworks and societal values influenced scientific and technological processes.
How moral issues were discussed, disregarded, or disputed.
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Which governance methods were used, and how successful were they?

The analytical method blends normative evaluation to determine how well the meanings and narratives
surrounding each case correspond with the values of justice, inclusivity, and accountability with hermeneutic
interpretation to comprehend those meanings.

Reflexivity and Limitations

Interpretation is inherently shaped by my positionality as the researcher within the scholarly and cultural
framework of STS and ethics. Continuous self-examination of presumptions, potential biases, and interpretation
decisions are all part of this reflexive position.

The methodology's drawbacks include: * The case study method's limited generalizability; results are illustrative
rather than statistically representative; * Rapid technological change, which may make ethical assessments time-
bound; and * Reliance on secondary data, which may leave out important stakeholder perspectives.

The combined theoretical-empirical approach offers a strong basis for creating and illuminating the ethical
interface framework in spite of these drawbacks.

Case Studies: Ethical Dilemmas at the Science—Technology-Society Nexus

The four case studies that follow provide examples of how the ethical interface functions in practical settings.
In addition to showing the repercussions of ignoring embedded ethical thinking, each story illustrates how
scientific and technological processes are co-produced with societal ideals. Collectively, they shed light on the
ethical interface’s institutional, cultural, participative, and epistemic facets.

Algorithmic Bias in Artificial Intelligence: The COMPAS System

After a 2016 ProPublica investigation exposed racial prejudice, the Correctional Offender Management Profiling
for Alternative Sanctions (COMPAS) algorithm—which is frequently used in American courtrooms to forecast
recidivism risk—became controversial (Angwin et al., 2016). Even after adjusting for past criminal history,
black defendants were nearly twice as likely as white defendants to be mistakenly classified as high-risk.

Ethical Interface Analysis

Epistemic Dimension: The algorithm’s predictions reflected biases present in historical criminal justice data,
illustrating how “objective” models inherit and amplify systemic inequalities (Eubanks, 2018).

Institutional Dimension: Proprietary ownership by the software developer limited transparency and
accountability, highlighting governance gaps in algorithmic auditing.

Cultural Dimension: Public debates revealed divergent societal values regarding fairness, public safety, and
privacy.

Participatory Dimension: Stakeholders most affected—defendants and marginalized communities—had little
to no role in system design or evaluation.

The COMPAS case exemplifies the need for participatory, bias-aware Al governance frameworks embedded at
the design stage, rather than reactive mitigation after harm occurs.

Epistemic Dimension: The algorithm's predictions demonstrated how "objective” models perpetuate systemic
disparities by reflecting biases seen in past criminal justice data (Eubanks, 2018).

Institutional Dimension: The software developer's proprietary ownership restricted accountability and
transparency, exposing governance flaws in algorithmic auditing.

Cultural Aspect: Disparate cultural views on privacy, public safety, and justice were exposed by public
discussions.
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Participatory Dimension: Defendants and marginalized communities, the stakeholders most impacted, played
little to no part in the creation or assessment of the system.

Instead of reactive mitigation after harm occurs, the COMPAS scenario highlights the necessity of participative,
bias-aware Al governance systems integrated in the design stage.

Human Germ line Editing: He Jiankui and CRISPR-Cas9

In 2018, Chinese scientist He Jiankui announced the birth of twin girls whose genomes had been edited with
CRISPR-Cas9 to confer resistance to HIV. The experiment, conducted in secrecy and without robust ethical
oversight, was met with global condemnation (Cyranoski & Ledford, 2018).

Ethical Interface Analysis

Epistemic Dimension: Scientific knowledge of CRISPR’s long-term effects was incomplete, raising questions
about the adequacy of risk assessment in high-stakes biomedical research.

Institutional Dimension: China’s regulatory oversight was inconsistent, and international governance
mechanisms for germ line editing were underdeveloped.

Cultural Dimension: Divergent cultural attitudes toward genetic enhancement complicated global consensus
on permissible applications.

Participatory Dimension: The parents’ consent was obtained under ethically questionable conditions, and
broader societal voices were absent from decision-making.

The birth of twin girls whose genomes had been altered using CRISPR-Cas9 to give HIV resistance was revealed
by Chinese scientist He Jiankui in 2018. The experiment, which was carried out in secret and lacked strict ethical
supervision, was denounced worldwide (Cyranoski & Ledford, 2018).

Epistemic Dimension: The lack of scientific understanding on the long-term impacts of CRISPR raised concerns
about the suitability of risk assessment in high-stakes biomedical research.

Institutional Dimension: International governance mechanisms for germ line editing were lacking, and China’s
regulatory monitoring was uneven.

Cultural Aspect: Global agreement on acceptable uses of genetic modification was hampered by differing
cultural perspectives.

Participatory Dimension: Decision-making did not include the opinions of the larger society, and the parents'
assent was acquired under dubious ethical circumstances.

The case underscores the importance of anticipatory ethics, global governance frameworks, and transnational
dialogue to address morally contested innovations.

Data Exploitation and Political Manipulation: Cambridge Analytical

The 2018 Cambridge Analytica scandal revealed that the company harvested personal data from millions of
Facebook users without consent, using it to influence political campaigns in the U.S. and U.K. (Cadwalladr &
Graham-Harrison, 2018).

Ethical Interface Analysis

In order to handle morally contentious technologies, the case emphasizes the value of anticipatory ethics, global
governance frameworks, and transnational discourse.
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According to the 2018 Cambridge Analytica controversy, the corporation illegally collected personal
information from millions of Facebook users and used it to sway political campaigns in the United States and
the United Kingdom (Cadwalladr & Graham-Harrison, 2018).

Analysis of Ethical Interfaces

Epistemic Dimension: The data analytics techniques limited public scrutiny and informed knowledge by using
proprietary, opague algorithms.

Institutional Dimension: The integration of political strategy, digital advertising, and the commercialization of
personal data was not foreseen by weak regulatory frameworks.

Cultural Aspect: The controversy revealed conflicting international privacy standards as well as opposing
democratic ideals, such as freedom of speech vs immunity from coercion.

Participatory Dimension: There was a severe lack of digital technical citizenship since citizens lacked any real
control over the usage of their data.

This case illustrates the dangers of treating digital platforms as neutral intermediaries, emphasizing the need for
ethics-driven data governance.

Global Vaccine Inequity: COVID-19 Distribution Disparities

The rapid development of COVID-19 vaccines was a scientific achievement of unprecedented scale. However,
by 2021, stark disparities emerged: high-income nations secured the majority of vaccine doses, while many low-
income countries faced prolonged shortages (WHO, 2021).

Ethical Interface Analysis

Epistemic Dimension: Vaccine trial data and distribution models often prioritized high-income countries, side-
lining local epidemiological knowledge in the Global South.

Institutional Dimension: Patent protections and market-driven allocation undermined initiatives like COVAX
intended to ensure equitable access.

Cultural Dimension: Global narratives of “vaccine nationalism” clashed with calls for solidarity and global
public health ethics.

This example highlights the need for ethics-driven data governance by highlighting the risks associated with
perceiving digital platforms as impartial middlemen.

The swift creation of COVID-19 vaccines was an unparalleled scientific triumph. But by 2021, there were clear
differences: most vaccine doses were obtained by high-income countries, whereas many low-income countries
had protracted shortages (WHO, 2021).

Analysis of Ethical Interfaces

Epidemiological Aspect: High-income nations were frequently given precedence in vaccine trial data and
distribution models, ignoring local epidemiological expertise in the Global South.

Institutional Dimension: Programs like COVAX that aimed to guarantee fair access were weakened by patent
restrictions and market-driven distribution.

Cultural Aspect: Global discourses of "vaccine nationalism™ ran counter to appeals for international cooperation
and public health ethics.

Page 1148 www.rsisinternational.org


https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/

R

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN APPLIED SCIENCE (I1JRIAS)
ISSN No. 2454-6194 | DOI: 10.51584/1JRIAS |Volume X Issue VIII August 2025

MRCH
ot 6,

s
~

% RSIS ¥

Participatory Dimension: Decision-making on vaccine distribution was concentrated among pharmaceutical
firms, wealthy governments, and multilateral agencies, with limited input from affected populations.

The vaccine inequity crisis highlights structural injustices at the ethical interface, pointing to the need for
governance models that integrate global justice principles into biomedical innovation.

Participatory Dimension: Affected populations had little say in vaccination distribution decisions, which were
mostly made by pharmaceutical companies, affluent governments, and international organizations.

A governance model that incorporates global justice principles into biomedical innovation is necessary, as the
vaccine inequality crisis exposes systemic inequities at the ethical interface.

Integration of Case Information

Synthesis of Case Insights.

In all four instances, recurring themes show up:

Knowledge production processes are intricately linked to ethical concerns.

Risks and injustices are made worse by institutional governance gaps.

Cultural values influence how people view and react to technological and scientific advancements.
Democratic legitimacy in decision-making is restricted by participatory inadequacies.

These insights inform the development of the Ethical Interface Matrix presented in the following section—a
multidimensional framework for embedding ethics into science and technology.

The Ethical Interface Matrix

These observations guide the creation of the multifaceted framework for integrating ethics with science and
technology, the Ethical Interface Matrix, which is shown in the part that follows.

The matrix of the Ethical Interface

This section introduces the Ethical Interface Matrix, a multifaceted framework for integrating ethical reflection
into science and technology from conception to deployment, building on the theoretical synthesis in Section 2
and the practical insights from Section 4. The matrix is intended to serve as a practical manual for entrepreneurs
and organizations looking to match technological advancement with societal ideals, as well as an analytical tool
for scholars and decision-makers.

Purpose and Rationale

Existing ethical frameworks, such as risk assessments, professional codes, or regulatory compliance, are usually
used reactively and frequently concentrate on certain facets of technoscientific practice (e.g., privacy, safety).
To overcome this constraint, the Ethical Interface Matrix incorporates four interconnected dimensions:

1. Epistemic: The process by which knowledge is created, verified, and constrained.

2. Institutional: How ethical behavior is facilitated or impeded by governance frameworks.

3. Cultural: How technological science both shapes and is shaped by society norms, values, and imaginations.
4. Participatory: How interested parties collaborate to produce knowledge and make decisions.

These characteristics align with frequent ethical conflict points found in the case studies and in more general
STS research.
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The Four Dimensions of the Ethical Interface
Epistemic Dimension

Definition: The structures, assumptions, and practices through which scientific and technological knowledge is
generated.

Ethical Concerns: Bias in data, limits of predictive models, epistemic exclusion, and neglect of uncertainty.

Case Illustration: In the COMPAS Al case, reliance on biased historical data compromised fairness, illustrating
the need for transparent, reflexive knowledge practices.

Institutional Dimension

Definition: The formal and informal governance mechanisms, including policies, regulations, and
organizational norms, that shape techno scientific activity.

Ethical Concerns: Regulatory capture, lack of oversight, and inadequate global coordination.

Case Illustration: CRISPR germ line editing revealed gaps in both national regulation and international
governance, underscoring the importance of anticipatory policy frameworks.

The structures, presumptions, and procedures that go into creating scientific and technological knowledge are
referred to as the epistemic dimension.

Ethical issues include data bias, predictive model limitations, epistemic exclusion, and uncertainty neglect.
instance Illustration: Fairness was jeopardized in the COMPAS Al instance due to the use of skewed historical
data, highlighting the necessity of open, reflective knowledge procedures.

Institutional Dimension ¢ Definition: The formal and informal governance structures that influence
technoscientific activities, such as rules, regulations, and organizational standards.

Ethical issues include regulatory capture, supervision deficiencies, and insufficient international collaboration.

Example: CRISPR germ line editing exposed weaknesses in international governance as well as national
regulation, highlighting the significance of proactive policy frameworks.

CULTURAL DIMENSION

Definition: The narratives, values, and imaginaries that define the social meaning of scientific and technological
developments.

Ethical Concerns: Cultural misalignment, moral pluralism, and symbolic impacts on identity and community.

Case |lllustration: Vaccine nationalism during COVID-19 reflected conflicting cultural framings of
responsibility—solidarity versus self-interest.

Participatory Dimension

Definition: The processes through which stakeholders—especially those most affected—are involved in shaping
scientific and technological agendas.

Ethical Concerns: Democratic deficits, tokenistic consultation, and exclusion of marginalized voices.

Case lllustration: The Cambridge Analytical scandal demonstrated a profound lack of public agency over
personal data usage, eroding trust in digital platforms.
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Cultural Dimension ¢ Definition: The stories, ideals, and imaginations that shape how scientific and
technological advancements are interpreted in society.

Ethical issues include moral plurality, cultural misalignment, and symbolic effects on community and identity.
Example: During COVID-19, vaccine nationalism mirrored opposing cultural conceptions of accountability:
self-interest vs solidarity.

The mechanisms by which stakeholders, particularly those who are most impacted, participate in determining
scientific and technical goals are known as the "participatory dimension."

Ethical issues include the marginalization of marginalized voices, tokenistic consultation, and democratic
inadequacies.

Example: The Cambridge Analytical scandal undermined public confidence in digital platforms by exposing a
severe absence of public agency over the use of personal data.

Interactions and Overlaps

While analytically distinct, the four dimensions are interdependent. For example, epistemic biases often stem
from institutional priorities and cultural narratives, while participatory deficits exacerbate both governance
failures and cultural disconnection. The Ethical Interface Matrix emphasizes these intersections, enabling a more
holistic diagnosis of ethical challenges.

Application of the Matrix

Policy and Governance:

The four dimensions are reliant on each other, although they are analytically separate. For instance, institutional
agendas and cultural narratives frequently give rise to epistemic biases, whereas participative inadequacies
worsen governance shortcomings and cultural alienation. By highlighting these intersections, the Ethical
Interface Matrix makes it possible to diagnose ethical issues more comprehensively.

Epistemic: Demand open and honest disclosure of data sources, procedures, and constraints.

Institutional: Put in place anticipatory, flexible regulations that change when new technology do.

Cultural: Encourage intercultural communication in global policy-making organizations.

Participatory: Create legally binding procedures for co-designing technological projects and consulting
stakeholders.

Research and Innovation Practice:

Integrate value-sensitive design (Friedman, Kahn, & Borning, 2008) at the earliest stages.
Conduct participatory technology assessments involving civil society actors.

Use scenario planning to anticipate long-term and cross-cultural impacts.

Education and Capacity Building:

Embed STS and ethics modules into STEM curricula.

Train policymakers and technologists in reflexive, cross-disciplinary methods.
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Contribution and Advantages

From the very beginning, incorporate value-sensitive design (Friedman, Kahn, & Borning, 2008).
Engage civil society actors in participatory technology evaluations.

To foresee long-term and cross-cultural effects, use scenario planning.

Education and Capacity Building: ¢ Teach policymakers and technologists reflective, cross-disciplinary
techniques; ¢ Integrate STS and ethics modules into STEM programs.

Contribution and Benefits

The Ethical Interface Matrix contributes to the area in the following ways: 1. It offers a cohesive framework that
links empirical application with normative theory.

Addressing cultural and global diversity while thwarting Western-centric bias in moral leadership.
Providing a diagnostic tool to find ethical weaknesses in all stages of the technological and scientific lifecycle.
Supporting proactive ethics, aligning with responsible innovation paradigms.

The matrix aids in bridging the gap between the lived realities of science, technology, and society and abstract
moral precepts by operationalizing ethics as an embedded, multifaceted process.

Global and Cultural Implications

Without addressing the significant cultural and global imbalances that influence science and technology, the
ethical interface cannot be properly comprehended or operationalized. The historical trajectories of colonialism,
economic dependency, and geopolitical power are interwoven with innovation systems; these trajectories impact
knowledge production, value prioritization, and the allocation of risks and rewards.

Postcolonial Perspectives on Techno science

The implicit universalism of prevailing ethical frameworks is criticized by postcolonial science and technology
studies, who contend that they frequently replicate the epistemic hierarchies created during colonial rule
(Harding, 2011; Shiva, 1997). Indigenous knowledge systems and local epistemologies are marginalized when
scientific and technical paradigms created in the Global North are exported to the Global South as "best
practices™ without being adequately tailored to local settings.

For instance, in the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine, market-driven allocation patterns and intellectual
property regimes reflected past resource extraction trends in which wealthier countries obtained disproportionate
advantages at the expense of poorer ones. By supporting redistributive justice in the governance of global
innovation and epistemic justice—the acknowledgment and integration of multiple knowledge systems—
postcolonial ethics fights these injustices.

Indigenous Knowledge and Pluriversal Ethics

With an emphasis on stewardship, reciprocity, and intergenerational responsibility, indigenous epistemologies
provide relational and holistic understandings of science, technology, and nature (Battiste, 2002; Smith, 2012).
More than just token inclusion is needed to integrate different viewpoints into mainstream scientific practice;
pluriversality—the coexistence of several equally valid knowledge systems—needs to be accommodated by
reorganizing research agendas and governance structures.

Therefore, the cultural dimension of the ethical interface encompasses more than just cultural "sensitivity"; it
also includes institutional commitments to Indigenous sovereignty over data, resources, and intellectual property,
as well as to parity in decision-making and collaborative knowledge development.

Page 1152 www.rsisinternational.org


https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/

\HIC Y
™ ",

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN APPLIED SCIENCE (I1JRIAS)
ISSN No. 2454-6194 | DOI: 10.51584/1JRIAS |Volume X Issue VIII August 2025

MRCH
ot 6,

~

% RSIS ¥

Bridging North-South Divides in Science and Technology Governance

Institutions and objectives from the Global North frequently dominate global science and technology
governance, resulting in policy frameworks that do not effectively represent the interests of low- and middle-
income nations. Asymmetrical distribution of technological risks, unequal access, and uneven capacity-building
are the results of this governance imbalance, which appears in a variety of sectors, including digital infrastructure
and climate change adaptation technologies.

To bridge these gaps, we need:

Institutional Reform: Expanding the participation of players from the Global South in decision-making
organizations like the Internet Governance Forum, the World Health Organization, and climate governance
organizations.

Capacity Building: Encouraging the development of human capital and research infrastructure in
underrepresented areas to foster local innovation leadership.

Fair Benefit Sharing: Making certain that technical partnerships provide equal access to results, financial gains,
and intellectual property.

Cultural Negotiation in Global Ethics

Moral pluralism—the fact that various communities may have divergent but equally legitimate ideas of justice,
dignity, and accountability—must be navigated by global ethics. Because it integrates intercultural
communication into all phases of the technoscientific lifecycle, the ethical interface offers a forum for these
discussions. Procedural justice is given top priority in this method, which guarantees inclusive, open, and
culturally sensitive decision-making processes.

Instead of aiming for universal agreement, global government may allow variety while upholding common
ethical values like reciprocity, respect, and non-maleficence by institutionalizing cultural negotiation.

Implications for the Ethical Interface Matrix

The Ethical Interface Matrix is expanded in two significant ways by the global and cultural factors included
here:

Cultural Dimension: Broadens to specifically encompass the institutionalization of cross-cultural negotiation
techniques and epistemic plurality.

Participatory Dimension: Extends to include fair representation in international governance frameworks,
guaranteeing that underrepresented opinions are not only heard but also have the power to make decisions.

With these improvements, the matrix is better prepared to accommodate the reality of a multicultural, multipolar
world where moral direction needs to be both principled and situation-specific.

CONCLUSION

Through the idea of the ethical interface, this article has argued for a reinterpretation of the interaction between
science, technology, and society. The ethical interface imagines a recursive, co-productive arena where values,
knowledge, and power continuously shape one another, as opposed to viewing ethics as an external restriction
or a reactive precaution. Through the integration of ideas from feminist theory, postcolonial viewpoints,
philosophical ethics, and Science and Technology Studies (STS), the framework offers a multifaceted strategy
that can handle the complexity and diversity of today's technoscientific problems.

With its epistemic, institutional, cultural, and participative features, the suggested Ethical Interface Matrix
provides a useful tool for integrating ethics throughout the entire innovation lifecycle. Four illustrative case
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studies—the Cambridge Analytica scandal, CRISPR germline editing, algorithmic bias in Al, and global
vaccination inequity—showcase its analytical flexibility and explain how it may be applied to a wide range of
disciplines. Each instance demonstrated how systemic ethical failings can result from ignoring one or more
matrix dimensions, highlighting the necessity of an integrative and proactive approach.

The global and cultural analysis emphasized that the historical and geopolitical circumstances in which science
and technology function are inextricably linked to ethical governance. The development of a fair and sustainable
global innovation system depends on addressing North-South governance disparities, promoting epistemic
pluralism, and incorporating Indigenous knowledge systems.

Policy and Practice Implications

The matrix provides policymakers with a guide for inclusive governance, cross-cultural negotiation, and
anticipatory regulation. It gives teachers a framework for incorporating ethics into STEM courses in ways that
go beyond mere compliance and toward critical reflexivity. It acts as a manual for value-sensitive design and
collaborative technology creation for innovators.

Future Research.

To evaluate and improve the Ethical Interface Matrix in various institutional, technological, and cultural
contexts, more empirical research is required. Comparative research across industries including digital
infrastructure, biomedical innovation, and environmental technology could improve its generalizability and draw
attention to domain-specific modifications. Furthermore, studies on epistemic inclusivity and participatory
quality measurement would aid in operationalization in practice and policy.

In conclusion, the ethical interface is a normative requirement as well as a conceptual novelty. Integrating ethics
into innovation is essential to ensure that science and technology serve the common good in a time when
decisions made by technoscientists have never-before-seen worldwide repercussions.

REFERENCES

1. Angwin, J.,, Larson, J., Mattu, S., & Kirchner, L. (2016). Machine bias. ProPublica.
Bijker, W. E., Hughes, T. P., & Pinch, T. J. (2012). The social construction of technological systems.
MIT Press.

2. Callon, M. (1986). Some elements of a sociology of translation. In J. Law (Ed.), Power, action and belief.
Routledge.

3. Cyranoski, D., & Ledford, H. (2018). Genome-edited baby claim provokes international outcry. Nature.
Eubanks, V. (2018). Automating inequality. St. Martin's Press.

4. Friedman, B., Kahn, P. H., & Borning, A. (2008). Value sensitive design and information systems. In K.

5. Himma & H. Tavani (Eds.), The handbook of information and computer ethics.

6. Harding, S. (2011). The postcolonial science and technology studies reader. Duke University Press.

7. Haraway, D. (1988). Situated knowledges. Feminist Studies.

8. Latour, B. (2005). Reassembling the social. Oxford University Press.

9. Shiva, V. (1997). Biopiracy: The plunder of nature and knowledge. South End Press.

10. Smith, L. T. (2012). Decolonizing methodologies. Zed Books.

11. Stilgoe, J., Owen, R., & Macnaghten, P. (2013). Developing a framework for responsible innovation.
Research Policy.

12. World Health Organization. (2021). WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing on
COVID-19 — 22 March 2021.

Page 1154

www.rsisinternational.org


https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/

