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ABSTRACT 

This Article explores and analyzes the widespread poverty situation on the African continent and the extent to 

which poverty should be remedied by member states in the African Union (AU) as a regional body. It finds out 

whether regional integration helps the African States and Governments to reduce poverty and how regional 

integration could be used to reduce or eradicate the multidimensional poverty on the continent within the 

framework of international cooperation and regional integration. It also reviews the progress Africa has made 

in terms of advancing towards the achievement of the goals in Agenda 2063 so far and the goals of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The qualitative research method was used in conducting this 

research. Particularly, the exploratory, explanatory, descriptive and historical methods are employed in this 

essay because it delves into the key objectives of forming the AU that was originally the Organization of Africa 

Unity (OAU). The main objective was to achieve sustainable development on the continent. The research 

recommends that African states need to invest in the vulnerable populations on the continent to ensure peace 

and stability. This would in turn pave the way for economic growth and eventually culminate to sustainable 

development on the continent. 

Key words: Regional integration, poverty alleviation, international cooperation, peace, and security; 

sustainable development. 

INTRODUCTION 

This Article focuses on an analysis and description of poverty and the extent to which poverty is so widespread 

in Africa. This chapter finds out whether regional integration helps to reduce poverty on the continent or not. It 

discusses ways and means through which poverty could be reduced within the framework of international 

cooperation and regional integration. It also looks at the progress that Africa has made in terms of achieving the 

goals of its Agenda 2063 thus far and those of the SDGs. The exploratory, explanatory, descriptive and 

historical methods are employed in this chapter because it focuses on one of the key objectives of forming the 

AU. This objective was to achieve sustainable development on the continent.
1 

THE STATE OF POVERTY IN AFRICA 

Generally, Africa is considered as the ‘capital of poverty’. This description is demeaning, but the conditions of 

millions of people living in extreme poverty on the continent is alarming. According to Francisco Ferreira of 

the World Bank, poverty rates remain high in Africa2. He made this statement on a German public, state-owned 

international broadcaster funded by the German federal tax budget, Deutsche Welle a "German Wave" 

abbreviated in English as DW. He claimed that Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region in the world where the 

overall number of extremely poor people is increasing rather than decreasing.3 In the 2018 World Bank's 

Poverty and Shared Prosperity report, DW asserts that “globally, rates of extreme poverty — defined as 

earning less than $1.90 (€1.64) a day — have dramatically declined, falling from 1.9 billion in 1990 to 

                                                
1 Constitutive Act of the African Union, 2000, e-source. 
2 Müller-Jung, 2018, e-sourc: https://www.dw.com/en/world-bank-report-poverty-rates- remain-high-in-africa/a-45926382. 
3 Ibid. 
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approximately 736 million. However, an estimated 413 million people in Africa currently live in extreme 

poverty — more than half of the world's total”.4 

Friederike Müller-Jung of DW spoke with the World Bank's Senior Adviser on Development Research Group, 

Francisco Ferreira, about why poverty rates remain high in Africa and what efforts are being made to reduce 

same. In response to this question, Francisco Ferreira indicated that “conflict, institutional fragility and violence 

are associated with rising poverty; and of course, a number of the world's fragile and conflict-affected countries 

are in Africa”. 5Some of the African states embroiled in conflict are Central African Republic, South Sudan, 

the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burkina Faso, Somalia, Ethiopia, etc. This means that absence of law and 

order is clearly one of the big drivers of slow progress and increases in poverty in the region. 

According to the WB Senior Adviser, the second reason for entrenched poverty in Africa is the rapid population 

growth of the continent. Accordingly, “this is very high particularly in the Sahel and parts of West Africa and it 

is associated with an increase in the numbers of the poor on the continent”.6 The third factor responsible for 

poverty in Africa is that economic growth is stagnated in most African countries. This means that for longer 

periods of time, “economic growth in Africa has been lower than in Asia, for example, which is the other 

region where there was a lot of poverty before, but it's been reducing much faster”7. 

So, growth has been lower. And finally, Africa has been less pro-poor than in other regions. So not only is there 

less growth and it's more volatile but also, it's less good at reaching the poor and improving their conditions. 

Amidst these conditions, poverty may persist as predicted by the Head of the World Bank that has indicated that 

“the crisis facing development is intensifying as the global growth outlook weakens. Our latest forecasts 

indicate a sharp and long-lasting slowdown that will hit developing countries hard”.8 

Making specific references to some African states, the World Bank development expert indicates that “Nigeria 

has at least two big factors that are associated with lower progress. One is the existence of a widespread 

conflict in the northeast of the country with Boko Haram while the other is a very pronounced dependence on an 

extractive industry, which is crude oil in the case of Nigeria”9. Although Nigeria is now Africa's largest 

economy and it's well diversified in some ways, in terms of exports it's still hugely dependent on oil.  

For its part, Equatorial Guinea with its crude Oil resource, Zambia for copper, and the DRC for a number of 

minerals, as well as several other countries are still very heavily reliant on extractive industries. “When a lot of 

the growth is coming from an industry that is capital intensive, that doesn't employ that many people, that 

doesn't have many linkages to the rest of the economy, that has long been a challenge that African 

policymakers”. Simply put, African countries do not diversify their growth corridors. 

To address this, African states need to either shift the pattern of growth towards the sectors and places where 

the poor live or to redistribute the benefits of growth that takes place elsewhere, by investing in the poor people 

themselves, in their education and their health but also in the infrastructure services that they need to become 

productive. A case in point is the Republic of Nigeria, the most populous country in the continent. Nigeria is a 

country that has had a lot of success recently. The West African state overtook South Africa some years ago as 

the largest economy in the region. But it does struggle a lot to make sure that these macro- economic successes 

get translated into benefits for the poor. And that is in some sense emblematic of the region. 

On the issue of countries that have made great progress in reducing poverty in Africa, evidence shows that 

Ethiopia, which despite political challenges has economically done quite well in terms of reducing poverty and 

                                                
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Müller-Jung, 2018, e-source: https://www.dw.com/en/world-bank-report-poverty-rates-remain- high-in- Africa/a-
45926382. 
7 Ibid. 
8 World Bank, 2023. see the Opening Remarks by World Bank Group President David Malpass during the Launch of the 
January 2023 Global Economic Prospects Report; https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2023/01/10/opening-
remarks-by-world-bank-group- president-david-malpass-during-the-launch-the-january-2023-global-economic-prospects. 
9 Ibid. 
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helping to diversify its economy a little bit. It's still mostly an agricultural nation but it has had some growth in 

manufacturing. Of course, there are a lot of urban poor in Africa but many of the people living in extreme 

poverty in Africa are still in rural areas and are still involved in very low productivity agriculture. 

Policymakers must think about them and about bringing investments to them and to where they are. 

The two key things that African states need to do to continue to diversify the economy, particularly in 

countries which are heavily dependent on one or a few extractive industries are that the benefits gained now need 

to be reinvested in more sustainable resources that won't run out eventually, and that capital must be reinvested 

in other forms of capital, primarily human capital. Countries become prosperous, like Germany or Denmark or 

the US, when they have educated, healthy people that are productive. That investment must be made in Africa 

as well. According to Francisco Ferreira 

“It's not enough to build schools or health posts. It's more important to make sure that they are well staffed by 

teachers and health workers who turn up and are not absent a lot of the time. Also, investment in specific kinds 

of infrastructure would really make people more productive, investing in better roads and railways and investing 

in electricity that that is not only available but reliable. If people's goods can flow, their goods can reach 

markets. If electricity is reliable then manufacturing firms can come and invest. They will not do that if the 

electricity is there for only four hours a day. So, there's a lot of investment in human capital and infrastructure 

that would be very important. But none of this can work if there isn't solid democratic governance and the rule 

of law”10. 

Does this mean that there is no economic growth at all in Africa? No. There is there is growth and there has been 

growth and when that growth takes place, there is some reduction in poverty. It's just been slower than one 

would have liked and slower than other regions or countries have managed to do. The current growth rates, no 

matter their size on the continent need to be accompanied by food being on the table of the poor, electricity 

reaching some village where previously it didn't reach, or new wells being dug so that women walk fewer hours 

to get water. So, there is a lot of that growth that is much less visible when one visits a big city but it's that kind 

of progress at the village level where the poor people live that would make a big difference to prosperity at the 

bottom of the distribution. 

In terms of the economic outlook of the continent, If the region continues to perform as it has performed over the 

last ten years, then that outlook probably is not great. The World Bank estimates under the business-as-usual 

scenario that by 2030 “poverty in sub-Saharan Africa will still be as high as 25 percent, whereas in the rest of 

the world it's as low as 2 percent. If that's the case, then almost nine out of 10 poor people in the world will be 

living in Africa”.11 

Now can that be changed. Yes. Africa can change it if it makes the kinds of changes in governance, the kinds 

of improvements in the quality of governance and the kind of investments in human capital and infrastructure 

that are desired. This could lead to a more diversified economy. So, there's certainly a lot of hope. There's a lot 

of vibrant, creative, entrepreneurial people in Africa who could make a huge difference for the region.” 

Bicaba, Brixiová, and Ncube argue that “eradicating extreme poverty for all people everywhere by 2030 is the 

first goal among the UN Sustainable Development Goals that guide the current development agenda.12 They 

have examined the feasibility for Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), the world's poorest but growing region ending 

widespread poverty. They have found out that under plausible assumptions “extreme poverty will not be 

eradicated in SSA by 2030, but it can be reduced to low levels through high growth and income redistribution 

towards the poor segments of the society”13. 

This finding is further supported by the World Bank President who has indicated that “in Sub-Saharan Africa, 

                                                
10 Müller-Jung, 2018, e-source: https://www.dw.com/en/world-bank-report-poverty-rates- remain-high-in- Africa/a-
45926382. 
11 Müller-Jung, 2018, e-sourc: https://www.dw.com/en/world-bank-report-poverty-rates- remain-high-in- Africa/a-
45926382. 
12 Bicaba, Brix ova, and Ncube, 2017, p.1. 
13 Ibid. 
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which is home to 60% of the world’s poor, per-capita income growth is expected to average just 1.2% over the 

next two years—a rate that would cause poverty rates to rise, not fall”. 14Therefore, national, and regional 

policies should aim at structural transformation and industrialization that would make their growth paths more 

inclusive and ‘green’. International organizations, including informal ones such as the G20, can play a critical 

role in this endeavor by encouraging policy coordination and coherence. Further, African countries will need a 

greater scope for bringing their perspectives into global economic debates on issues impacting sustainable 

development on the continent. 

REGIONAL INTEGRATION ON POVERTY REDUCTION IN AFRICA 

At the January 2013 African Union Summit, African Heads of State and Government adopted Agenda 2063 

(‘The Africa We Wan’) as “the continent’s blueprint and master plan for sustainable development and 

economic growth on the continent. This was an affirmation and commitment by African leaders to transform 

Africa into the global powerhouse”15. Agenda 2063 brings the continent together to attain ‘The Africa we 

Want’ for “an integrated, prosperous, and peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens, and representing a 

dynamic force in the international arena”.16 

To fast-track the implementation of Agenda 2063 over the 50 -year period, “the First Ten-Year Implementation 

Plan spanning from 2014 to 2023 was developed and subsequently endorsed at the June 2015 Summit of the 

African Union”.17 This plan encapsulates a set of goals, priority areas and targets that the continent aims to 

achieve at national, regional, and continental levels by the end of 2023. According to the African Union, 

Agenda 2063 is “Africa’s development blueprint to achieve inclusive and sustainable socio- economic 

development over a 50-year period”.18 The continent aims to achieve this objective through the realisation of 

five consecutive ten-year implementation plans. 

To report on the progress of this milestone, the African Union Commission, and the African Union 

Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD) were tasked by policy organs of the African Union to coordinate and 

prepare continental-level biennial performance reports. These reports track and present progress made towards 

the achievement of the goals and targets of Agenda 2063. The first assessment report was prepared and 

published in 2019 while the second was prepared and released to the public in 2022. These continental-level 

reports consolidate progress reports made by the African continent thus far in achieving Agenda 2063.
19 

From 2014 Africa embarked on the implementation of her 50 -year development blueprint through 

domesticating and implementing Agenda 2063 into national and regional development strategies, achieving “an 

aggregate score of 32% of the targets. This report covered 31 out of 55 AU Member States. This was 56% of the 

continent”.20 The second assessment report in 2022 indicates an aggregate score of “51% against the 2021 

targets. 

This second report accounts for 38 AU Member States out of 55”.21 Comparatively, the continent performed 

quite strongly and better in 2022 than in 2019. This incremental success is credited to improved planning, 

closer collaboration around the common Agenda 2063 targets, and improved governance on the continent. 

Conversely, there has been slow progress in some areas for several reasons including limited implementation 

capacity and the global COVID-19 pandemic that impacted all socio-economic aspects of life in Africa.22 

                                                
14 World Bank, 2023. see the Opening Remarks by World Bank Group President David Malpass during the Launch of the 
January 2023 Global Economic Prospects Report; https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2023/01/10/opening-
remarks-by-world-bank-group-president- david-malpass-during-the-launch-the-january-2023-global-economic-prospects. 
15 First Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2019, p. II. 
16 Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2022, p.1. 
17 First Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2019, p. II. 
18 Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2022, p.1. 
19 Ibid. 
20 First Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2019, p. II. 
21 Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2022, p.1. 
22 Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2022, p.1. 
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The 38 African Union Member states that reported during the second assessment are “Algeria, Benin, 

Botswana, Burundi, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Chad, Cote D’Ivoire, Egypt, Eswatini, Equatorial Guinea, 

Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea Conakry, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritania, Mauritius, 

Morocco, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Saharawi Rep. Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, 

South Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe”.23 

The African continental agenda for sustainable development is anchored on seven aspirations. Therefore, these 

two reports measure progress towards the realization of these aspirations. Based on the 2019 progress report, 

the continent saw a weak performance under Aspiration 1 (A prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and 

sustainable development) with an aggregate score of 29%.24 Even though a strong performance was achieved 

for Goal “A high standard of living, quality of life and well-being for all” – attributed to the exponential growth 

in the percentage of the population with access to internet. Similarly, relatively good progress was made on 

Aspiration 2, which calls for “an integrated continent, politically united that is based on the ideals of Pan-

Africanism and the vision of an African Renaissance”, with a score of 44%.
25 

Furthermore, low scores were recorded on matters pertaining to good governance, democracy, respect for 

human rights and the rule of law – related to Aspiration 3 with an aggregate score of 16%. This was mainly due 

to high levels of corruption in delivering public services; weak mechanisms and institutions of holding leaders 

accountable; and low freedom of the press. integration of indigenous African culture, values, and language into 

primary and secondary schools’ curricula. 

The continent registered a good performance on Aspiration 4 (A peaceful and secure Africa) with 48%. Most 

Member States reported the existence of functional national peace mechanisms, in addition to the continental-

level Africa Peace and Security Architecture. The continent saw a very weak performance on Aspiration 5 (An 

Africa with a strong cultural identity, common heritage, values, and beliefs) with the continental score standing 

at 12% against the 2019 target. 

Aspiration 6 (An Africa whose development is people-driven, relying on the potential of the African people, 

especially its women and youth, and caring for children) recorded a relatively strong performance of 38%. This 

was attributed, amongst others, to the implementation of the provisions of the African Charter on the Rights of 

the Youth which scored 77% of the 2019 target.
26  

In the second progress report, Africa recorded a positive upward trend in respect of all seven aspirations vis-à-

vis the 2021 targets. The continent achieved low progress for Aspiration 1 (A prosperous Africa based on 

inclusive growth and sustainable development) with an overall score of 37% against the 2021 targets. This can 

be attributed mainly to a decrease in “GDP per capita from USD3,170 in 2019 to USD2,910 in 2021 and high 

unemployment rates”.27 Notwithstanding the moderate performance under this aspiration, there was 

commendable progress in access to electricity and internet. Furthermore, there were substantial gains in health-

related goals including increased access to sexual and reproductive health services and reduced maternal 

mortality. 

The continent made significant progress in the attainment of Aspiration 2 (An integrated continent politically 

united and based on the ideal of Pan- Africanism and the Vision for Africa’s Renaissance). The strong 

performance of 84% was realized mainly through progress in the signature and ratification of the African 

Continental Free Trade Agreement, which came into effect on 1 January 2021 with the establishment and 

operationalization of a well-functioning AfCFTA Secretariat in Accra, Ghana. So far, 43 countries 

representing 78% of AU membership have submitted their tariff offers. 

There was an overall weak performance of 42% for Aspiration 3 “An Africa of good governance, democracy, 

                                                
23 Ibid, p. VII. 
24 First Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2019. 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2022, p.2. 
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respect for human rights, justice and the rule of law”28 mainly due to low scores for capable institutions and 

transformed leadership at all levels. Nevertheless, most Member States had a satisfactory performance. They 

reported progress in promoting good governance, democratic values, and practices, including the 

domestication of the African Charter on Democracy, Election and Governance. 

Similarly, progress was recorded in the attainment of Aspiration 4 (A peaceful and secure Africa) with an 

overall performance of 63% against the 2021 targets, although performance varied across parameters and 

countries. The data received from Member States indicates a significant decline in the number of deaths 

emanating from armed conflict and from religious and ethnic disagreement and intolerance. There was 

moderate progress of 45% with regards to Aspiration 5 (An Africa with a strong cultural identity, common 

heritage, shared values, and ethics). 

This is due largely to the weak integration of indigenous African culture, values, and language into primary 

and secondary school curricula. With a 67% score, there was also significant progress under Aspiration 6 “An 

Africa whose development is people- driven, relying on the potential of the African People, particularly its Women 

and Youth and caring for children”.29 

During the period under review, the continent registered a slight increase in the proportion of women in the 

agricultural population who have ownership or secure rights over agricultural land, as well the proportion of 

seats held by women in national parliaments, regional and local bodies. However, Africa did not meet youth-

related goals and targets, registering only a minimal reduction in youth unemployment rates. This moderate 

performance is also due to an increase in rates of child labor and children marriage. 

In the pursuit of Aspiration 7 (Africa as a strong influential partner), the continent achieved an overall 

commendable performance of 58% evidenced by the proportion of public sector budget funded by 

national capital markets as well as the proportion of official development assistance (ODA) in national 

budgets. The continent did not, however, meet the 2021 target of increasing total tax revenue as a 

percentage of GDP to ensure that Africa takes full ownership of her development efforts. Graph 3 shows 

the continental progress made at the aspirational level in 2022.
30 

 

Graph 3: Continental progress in Africa at aspirational level in 2022 

Source: Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2022. 

At the regional level, East Africa recorded the highest performance in five out of the seven aspirations in 

Agenda 2063 First Ten Year Implementation Plan with an aggregate score of 40% against the 2019 targets. 

                                                
28 Ibid, p.2. 
29 Ibid, p.3. 
30 Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2022, p.2. 
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The aggregate performance of West Africa stood at 34%, while the aggregate performance of North Africa 

stood at 27%. Southern and Central Africa both recorded an aggregate score of 25% against the 2019 targets. 

In the 2022 progress report at the regional level, “East Africa recorded the highest performance with an 

aggregate score of 53% against the 2021 targets, followed by Southern Africa with 50%. West Africa scored 

45%, Central Africa 42% and North Africa 39%”.31 Below is a graphic presentation of progress made for on 

the achievements of AUC aspirations at regional levels.32  

Graph 4: Regional Progress in AFRICA at Aspiration-level 

Source: Second Continental Report on the Implementation of Agenda 2063, 2022. 

Some progress was made on the implementation of Agenda 2063 Flagship Projects. The continent made progress in 

implementing the Agenda 2063 Flagship Projects. The greatest progress occurred with the operationalization 

of the African Continental Free Trade Area. Currently, 54 AU Member States have signed the AfCFTA 

Agreement, 42 Member States have ratified it, and 39 have deposited their instruments of ratification. This 

demonstrates a high level of political commitment to achieving market integration in Africa. On trade in goods, 

Member States have made commitments to substantially liberalize all trade by eliminating tariffs. 

There was also progress in the implementation of the Pan- African E-Network, which aims to establish policies 

and strategies to create transformative e-applications and services in Africa, especially the intra-African 

broadband terrestrial infrastructure and cyber security. The Agreement has been signed by 48 of the 55 AU 

Member States. There was progress in the implementation of the Single African Air Transport Market 

(SAATM), which aims to strengthen intra-regional connectivity between the capital cities of African 

countries and ensure the availability of a single unified air transport market in Africa. 

Thirty-five AU Member States, which constitute 89% of intra-Africa air traffic, have signed the solemn 

commitment to support the full operationalization. Furthermore, the regulatory instruments for the 

implementation of the SAATM have been drafted. These include consumer protection regulations, competition 

regulations and the rules of procedures of the SAATM Executing Agency, the African Civil Aviation 

Commission (AFCAC). 

Besides the seven aspirations and flagship projects in the Agenda 2063 discussed above, the continental 

development agenda has 20 goals with several key transformational outcomes under these twenty goals. Below 

are the key transformational outcomes in the Agenda 2063 aspirations, goals, and priorities.33 

                                                
31 Ibid, p.3. 
32 Ibid. 
33 Agenda 2063, 2013. E-source: https://au.int/agenda2063/goals. 
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Conditions for achieving African Union’s aspirations in the Agenda 2063 

To achieve the aspirations, goals, and priorities of the African Sustainable Development (Agenda 2063), 

African governments identify several key benefits to Africans if the programmes identified in the strategic 

development framework are initiated and implemented in the FTYIP. Africa is expected to show improved 

standards of living; transformed, inclusive and sustained economies; increased levels of regional and 

continental integration; a population of empowered women and youth and a society in which children are cared 

for and protected; societies that are peaceful, demonstrate good democratic values and practice good 

governance principles and which preserve and enhance Africa’s cultural identity. Below are the key specific 

indicators: 

“Improvements in Living Standards 

 Real per-capita incomes would be a third more than 2023 levels. 

 Incidence of hunger, especially amongst Women and Youth will only be 20% of 2023 levels. 

 Job opportunities will be available to at least one in four people looking for work. 

 At least one out of every three children will have access to kindergarten education with every child of 

secondary school age in school and seven out of ten of its graduates without access to tertiary education 

enrolled in TVET programmes. 

 Malnutrition, maternal, child and neo-natal deaths as at 2023 would be reduced by half; access to anti-

retroviral will be automatic and proportion of deaths attributable to HIV/AIDs and malaria would have 

been halved. 

 Nine out of ten people will have access to safe drinking water and sanitation; electricity supply and 

internet connectivity will be up by 50% and cities will be recycling at least 50% of the waste they 

generate. 

Transformed, Inclusive and Sustainable Economies 

 GDP will be growing at 7% and at least a third of the outputs will be generated by national firms. 

 Labour intensive manufacturing, underpinned by value addition to commodities and doubling of the total 

agricultural factor productivity will be attained by 2023. 

 The beginnings of value addition blue economy – fisheries, eco-friendly coastal tourism, marine bio-

technology products, and port operations- will emerge. 

 Creative arts businesses will be contributing twice as much to real terms as their 2013 contribution to 

GDP. 

 ICT penetration and contribution to real GDP in absolute terms would be double of 2013 levels. 

 Regional industrialization hubs linked to the global value chains and commodity exchanges will be in 

place by 2023. 

 At least 17% of terrestrial and inland water and 10% of coastal and marine areas would have been 

preserved and 30% of farmers, fisher folks and pastoralists will be practicing climate resilient 

production systems. 

 Integrated Africa. 

 There will be free movement of goods, services, and capital; and persons travelling to any member 
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state could get the visa at the point of entry. 

 The volume of intra-African trade especially in agricultural value-added products would increase 

three-fold by 2023. 

 The African Customs Union, an African Common Market and an African Monetary Union will be 

operational by 2023. 

 The African Speed Train Network will have passed the inception stage and will be taking its first 

passengers between two connected cities. 

 African Skies will be open to all African Airlines. 

 Regional power pools are boosted by at least 50% increase in power generation and the INGA dam will 

be operational and will contribute to the powering of the industrial transformation of the continent and 

comfort of the citizenry. 

 African Education Accreditation Agency and a common educational system are in place and the African 

Youth will have the choice to study at any university and work any where on the continent. 

 Empowered Women, Youth and Children 

 All obstacles related to Women owing/inheriting property or business, signing a contract, owning, or 

managing a bank account would be removed by 2023. 

 At least one in five women would have access to and control of productive assets. 

 Gender parity in control, representation, advancement will be the norm in all AU Organs and the RECs. 

 All forms of violence against women would have been reduced by a third in 2023. 

 All harmful social norms and customary practices would have ended by 2023. 

 The African Youth will be mobile and 15% of all new businesses will emanate from their ingenuity and 

talent and the proportion of 2013 youth unemployed will be reduced by at least a quarter. 

 Child labor exploitation, marriages, trafficking, and soldiering would have ended by 2023. 

 Well-governed, peaceful, and cultural centric Africa in a Global Context 

 Democratic values and culture as enshrined in the African Governance Architecture would have been 

entrenched by 2023. 

 At least seven out of ten persons in every member state of the union will perceive elections to be free, 

fair, and credible; democratic institutions, processes, and leaders accountable; the judiciary impartial 

and independent; and the legislature independent and key component of the national governance process. 

 African Peer Review Mechanism will have been ascribed to by all Member States and its positive 

impact on governance metrics felt. 

 All guns would have been silenced by 2023. 

 All Member States of the Union will have in place local and national mechanisms for conflict 

prevention and resolution. 

 All Member States of the Union will have in place a dual citizen’s programme for the diaspora. 
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 The Encyclopedia Africana will be launched by the 2023 Assembly of the Union. 

 One in five Polytechniques will be offering programmes in the creative arts and management of micro 

cultural enterprises to support the growth of the creative arts businesses. 

 Local content in all print and electronic media would have increased by 60%. 

 At least 30% of all cultural patrimonies would have been retrieved by 2023. 

 An African Space Agency would have been established by 2023. 

 An African Global Platform will be in place by 2017 and will contribute to an increase in the share of 

Africa’s exports in global exports in 2023 by at least 20%. 

 The African Investment Bank, the African Guarantee Facility, the African Remittances Institute and at 

least 2 Regional Stock Exchanges would have been established and functioning. 

 National capital markets will contribute at least 10% of development financing and the proportion of aid 

in the national budget will be no more than 25% of the 2013 level”.34 

REGIONAL INTEGRATION GAINS OF THE AU 

The African Union was established in July 2002 with the primary mandate to promote peace, security, 

democratic principles, good governance, and stability in Africa.35 This was against the backdrop of the 

challenges its predecessor, the Organization of African Unity, had had in managing conflicts and economic 

realities in Africa, as well as major global shifts which required the continent to act differently. At the time of 

the formation of the AU, it was clear that the continent needed not just a new organization capable of 

addressing the challenges but one with the drive to accelerate the realization of Africa’s development 

aspirations.
36 

Since its formation, the AU has embarked on efforts to fulfil its mandate in three significant ways. First, it has 

translated its mandate and the continental vision for a prosperous and stable Africa into various legal and 

normative frameworks shaping Africa’s efforts. Second, different institutional frameworks have been 

established to shape and guide steps towards realizing goals. In this effort, the AU has grown from its initial 

form and institutional structure into an organization with a wide-reaching institutional infrastructure for 

addressing Africa’s challenges. Finally, the organization has taken actions within the framework of existing 

legal and institutional frameworks towards the realization of its aspirations around peace and security, economic 

stability, and the projection of Africa’s agency in its dealings with the rest of the world. 

In these efforts, the development of the Agenda 2063 blueprint and masterplan has been a significant milestone 

in transforming Africa into “an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens and 

representing a dynamic force in the global arena.” In pursuing its goals over the last two decades of its 

existence, the AU has registered gains in developing considerable agency in shaping multilateral actions within 

Africa and amplifying Africa’s voice on the global stage. It has also made notable progress in facilitating the 

fulfilment of continental trade goals through establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), 

championing continental peace and security efforts, and establishing norms for good governance, human 

rights, and political stability, among others. 

The AU has, thus, succeeded in establishing itself as a normal entrepreneur and an indispensable interlocutor in 

the collective efforts to achieve a prosperous and peaceful Africa. Despite the notable progress, however, 

Africa continues to grapple with numerous challenges, particularly around peace and security, due to the 

context within which the continental body operates and various inherent weaknesses in the form of the 

                                                
34 Agenda 2063, 2013. E-source: https://au.int/en/agenda2063/outcomes. 
35 Constitutive Act of the AU, 2001. 
36 Institute for Security Studies, 2022. 
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organization itself. The AU has, thus, faced numerous challenges, including evident contradictions in its 

approach to dealing with unconstitutional changes of governments (UCGs); challenges in translating normative 

and legal frameworks into action; a widening funding gap; and challenges in coordinating responses to 

challenges such as terrorism, violent extremism, and transnational organized criminal activities. 

THE STATUS OF THE SDGS IMPLEMENTATION IN AFRICA 

The international community adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) in the September 2015. This is an agenda that considers human advancement as a 

nexus and combination of inclusive social, economic development and environmental sustainability. The 2030 

global development agenda views development as a collective responsibility that addresses the interests of all 

nations by upholding the fundamental principles of human dignity, shared prosperity, and global equity.37 The 

SDGs are an action plan for people, planet, peace, prosperity, and partnership that reflect the core values 

encapsulated in the African Union charter and the Charter of the United Nations. The SDGs that are focused on 

the sustainability of development anchored on social, economic, and environmental pillars has 17 Goals, 169 

targets and 230 indicators.38 

The SDGs’ achievement calls for the interdependence of domestic and international policymaking, which 

reinforces the imperative of global public goods as a key strategy of continental and global development 

management. Their adoption came at an inflexion point for Africa. The resounding high economic growth of 

the past 15 years of about 5.0 percent, which ranked Africa as the second-fastest growing region, after Asia, 

had started to decline – it was put at 2.2 percent for 2016, the lowest during the period39. A dip in international 

commodity prices has seriously affected growth with attendant fiscal and macroeconomic pressures. 

Today, Africa’s development is threatened by multiple crises. The situation of the continent is “distinctly 

different from past episodes, first in the increased frequency of crises, as well as the persistence and deepening 

of climate and conflict crises”.40 While in 2008/2009 Africa used debt to weather the financial crisis, today, 

“rapidly rising global interest rates and the absence of a well-functioning framework for comprehensive debt 

reduction and relief, threaten to cut access to international financial markets for many countries”.41 In view of 

these challenges, are the SDGs still essential for Africa? The simple answer to this question is yes for several 

reasons. 

First, the SDGs provide the best global framework that Africa can ut ilize to close gaps between its own 

development and the rest of the world. Africa is one of the developing regions considerably below world 

averages on key development outcomes and indicators, particularly those relating to levels of poverty, 

inequality, and hunger; access to quality health and education, water, and sanitation; levels of industrialization 

and infrastructure; access to modern energy; and progress on development of ecosystems – including 

climate change and biodiversity. Working towards convergence on these indicators is therefore an imperative 

if the goal of ‘leaving no one behind’ is to be achieved. 

Second, the SDGs are a social contract between African governments and the governed. They do not only seek 

equal treatment of the unequal, but also commit to leaving no one behind on the development spectrum by 2030 

through eradication of extreme poverty and substantial reduction of all forms of exclusion – an objective that 

resonates with the aspirations of the African Union Agenda 2063. The objective of the SDGs is to reach the last 

milestone of marginalization and exclusion, arguing that the focus of development should be on marginalized 

people in hard-to-reach communities, on vulnerable groups like children, women, and youth, on slum dwellers 

and on internally displaced people or victims of natural disasters. 

Third, developments in Africa have a strong impact on the world’s ability to achieve the SDGs. Reviewing  

the experience of working towards achieving the MDGs on the continent, Africa shaped the dynamics of the 

                                                
37 The Sustainable Development Goals, 2015. 
38 Ibid. 
39 AfDB, OECD and UNDP, 2017. 
40 Brookings Institute, 2023, p.10. 
41 Ibid. 
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achievements on this previous agenda. Africa’s poor performance in some Goals, especially poverty, dragged 

down global progress. Judging from that evidence, Africa holds the key to real progress on the SDGs over the 

next 7 years. It is in Africa’s interest to ensure the Continent positively drives the progress of the SDGs 

globally, which hinges on the extent to which the international community supports the continent in shaping 

the contours of the development agenda in Africa. In this regard, it is in the interest of both Africa and the 

international community to partner, cooperate and collaborate towards the success of the 2030 Agenda in 

Africa. 

Fourth, the Achievement of the SDGs calls for African solidarity in driving continental progress and 

development. No individual or isolated policies and programmes remedy and address cross-boundary, 

continental and global challenges (such as terrorism, armed conflicts, infectious communicable diseases such 

as Ebola, and climate change threats) and opportunities like regional integration, globalization, climate change 

adaptation, and global public goods.42 Goals relating to stable climate, sustainable consumption and 

production, global health, and peace and security, among others, require collective, coordinated actions and 

integrated partnerships within and outside countries – including government, CSOs, private sector, 

foundations, and international organization – with each leveraging its comparative advantages and strengths to 

achieve synergy and better development results. The SDGs, a global agenda with national appeal, require 

integrated and collective actions to achieve effective implementation.43 

Fifth, the implementation of the SDGs reintroduces the imperatives of development planning towards 

managing development outcomes: In most African countries, development often occurs in silos – as opposed to 

occurring in a manner interlinked among economic, social, and the environment towards creating pathways for 

inclusive and sustainable development. The resurgence of development planning – after it was violently 

decimated by the ‘Washington Consensus” through Structural Adjustment Programmes in the 1980s and 

1990s – builds on adherence to a plan-budget link anchored to result-based budgeting, which is central to 

implementing the SDGs in Africa. The SDGs, therefore, provide the framework for rekindling development 

planning as an instrument for managing national and continental development. 

Sixth, the diverse and varied global interests in Africa present a myriad of opportunities for Africa’s unified 

position in implementing the SDGs. Almost all regions of the world, overtly or covertly, are interested in 

Africa for various reasons. To begin with, the interest of some groups hinge on the abundance of natural 

resources, which the groups want to maximize to invigorate their economic transformation and sustenance. 

Also, in the face of aging populations across developed and developing regions (Europe, Asia, and Latin 

America), Africa is the most youthful continent estimated to contribute about 83 percent of the world’s net 

population change by 20 21.44 

This youthful population constitutes a potential asset in lubricating economies of the rest of the world, either in 

the form of production or consumption.45 Also, being home to about 60 percent of uncultivated arable land 

globally, Africa could become the powerhouse of global food security and for promoting a Clean Development 

Mechanism (CDM) to reduce carbon footprints.46 Last, as the continent with the largest number of countries 

(e.g. 28% of UN membership), the SDGs have become an important asset for political support. It was, 

therefore, Africa’s interest for its members to develop a unified position to achieve sustainable development on 

the continent, ensuring that international cooperation and partnerships would be used to maximize the promised 

benefits of any global development. This was the singular reason for which the continent formulated its Agenda 

2063 prior to the formulation of the SDGs as a successor to the MDGs. 

The period of the MDGs, focusing attention only on developing countries, particularly those in Africa, with 

limited attention to high income countries – except when allocating ODA – is over. During this era, the 

responsibility for implementing the MDGs was viewed as that of the developing world. In contrast, the SDGs, 

being a universal agenda, require actions from poor and rich countries to achieve its objectives. There are 

                                                
42 Kaydor, 2022. 
43 Ibid. 
44 Odusola, et al, 2017a. 
45 Ibid. 
46 Odusola, 2014. 
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multiple actions of advanced economies that weaken the ability of developing countries, especially low- income 

countries, to implement the SDGs. 

Some of these actions of developed countries produce negative spillover effects on Africa’s capacity to deliver 

on the SDGs, including unsustainable consumption and production levels, carbon emissions, tax havens, a 

financial system that accepts illicit financial flows, weapons exports, restrictions on remittances, hiking of rates 

of remittances, restrictions to market access, currency adjustments, and trade liberalization. Each of these 

actions weaken the capacity of Africa to manage its economies and deliver on the SDGs. Most countries, in the 

developed world, which generate high negative spillover effects, boast high per capita incomes and higher 

prospects to achieve the SDGs for themselves.47 The SDGs have, therefore, brought these countervailing 

actions of wealthy countries under global scrutiny. Below is an indication of the spillover effects based on the 

2022 sustainable development report.48 

 

Source: BS and SDSN 2017 Report 

Note: MENA=Middle East and North Africa, LAC=Latin America and the Caribbean, and 

OECD=Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development. 

In view of the foregoing, achieving the SDGs in Africa is an imperative for the global sustainable development 

agenda. This called for the alignment between the global development Agenda for Sustainable Development 

and the African Union’s Agenda 2063. This was why the Common African Position sought the alignment of 

both agendas at about 90 percent. 49As such, Africa’s development priorities and aspirations in the Agenda 

2063 are synonymous to executing the D i s b a rring in mind Africa’s t h e n trailblazing economic growth f r 

o m 2000, one would have expected sturdy progress on the SDGs as well. 

Even so, progress on the SDGs is not as strong as those recorded on economic growth. By the close of 2017, 

Africa’s progress towards the achieving of the SDGs still lagged behind other regions whereby Africa was 

behind the OECD performance by 24.9 percentage points compared to the Middle East and North Africa (15.4), 

East and South Asia (14.4), Latin America and the Caribbean (11.9) and Europe and Central Asia (7.9), and 

no African country made the list of the best 50 countries on progress towards the SDGs (see figure 3).50 

From 2017 to 2019, gradual progress was being made, but the advent of the COVID- 19 as well as the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine changed global dynamics. Therefore, the slow progress towards achieving the SDGs is 

further challenged as clearly indicated in the 2022 sustainable development report, which states that: 

“Peace, diplomacy, and international cooperation are fundamental conditions for the world to progress on the 

SDGs towards 2030 and beyond. The war in Ukraine and other military conflicts are humanitarian tragedies. 

They also impact prosperity and social outcomes through the rest of the world, including exacerbating poverty, 

                                                
47 BS and SDSN, 2017. 
48 Sachs, Lafortune, Kroll, Fuller, and Woelm, 2022, P.IX. 
49 Common African Position on Post 2015 Development Agenda, 2015. 
50 BS and SDSN, 2017. 
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food insecurity, and access to affordable energy. The climate and biodiversity crises amplify the impact of 

these crises. At the time of this writing in early May 2022, the outcome of the war in Ukraine and other military 

conflicts, but also of the health crisis, remain highly uncertain. 

Yet, these multiple and simultaneous crises have diverted policy attention and priorities away from medium 

and long-term goals such as the SDGs and the Paris Climate Agreement: a shift of focus towards short-term 

issues that threatens to slow down or even stall the adoption of ambitious and credible national and 

international plans but also squeezes available international funding for sustainable development. 

Global cooperation and commitment to the bedrock SDG principles of social inclusion, clean energy, 

responsible consumption, and universal access to public services are needed more than ever to respond to the 

major challenges of our times, including security crises, pandemics, and climate change. Despite these difficult 

times, the SDGs should remain the roadmap for achieving sustainable development by 2030 and beyond. 

For the second year in a row, the world is no longer making progress on the SDGs. The average SDG Index 

score slightly declined in 2021, partly due to slow or nonexistent recovery in poor and vulnerable countries. 

Multiple and overlapping health and security crises have led to a reversal in SDG progress. Performance on 

SDG 1 (No Poverty) and SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) remains below pre-pandemic levels in 

many low-income countries (LICs) and lower-middle-income countries (LMICs). 

This is a major setback, especially considering that before the pandemic, over the period 2015–2019, the world 

was progressing on the SDGs at a rate of 0.5 points per year (which was also too slow to reach the 2030 

deadline), with poorer countries making greater gains than rich countries. Progress on climate and biodiversity 

goals is also too slow, especially in rich countries. Ahead of the heads of state SDG Summit in 2023, restoring 

and accelerating SDG progress in all countries, including the poorest and most vulnerable, should be a major 

priority of recovery plans and reforms to the international development finance system”.51 

CONCLUSION 

Drawing from the foregoing gloomy picture painted by the 2022 sustainable development report, it is important 

for African states to deepen peace, diplomacy, and international cooperation to make significant progress 

towards the achievement of the SDGs as well as the continent’s own Agenda 2063. Without peace and security 

on the continent, progress towards reduction of extreme poverty will be stalled. Therefore, the African Union 

Commission needs to advance innovative diplomatic international cooperation measures that will enhance 

peace, security, economic growth, and regional development. Without peace and security, the continent will 

not be stable; without stability, the continent might not grow its economy, and without economic growth, there 

will be no means to pursue regional sustainable development. Therefore, the African Union must strive for 

peace, security, and stability. The states need to invest in the vulnerable populations on the continent to ensure 

peace and stability. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: INDEPENDENT PUBLICATIONS/OFFICIAL REPORTS 

1. Abatan, A.E. (2015). Challenges facing the African Union (AU) in the implementation of the 

Responsibility to Protect (R2P): a case study of the 2010/2011 intervention in Côte d’Ivoirei-

dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the Degree Master of Security 

Studies Department of Political Sciences, Faculty of Humanities, University of Pretoria. 

2. Adler, E. S., Clark, R. (2011). An invitation to social research: How it’s done (4th ed.). Belmont, CA: 

Wadsworth. 

3. Annan, K (2000). We the peoples: the role of the United Nations in the 21st century, United Nations, 

New York; Agreement establishing the Africa Continental Free Trade Agreement. (2018). 

4. Barrett, S. (2007): Why cooperate? the incentive to supply global public goods, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

5. Büthe, T., Mattli, W. (2011): The new global rulers: the privatization of regulation in the world economy, 

                                                
51 Sachs, Lafortune, Kroll, Fuller, and Woelm, 2022, p.VII. 

https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN APPLIED SCIENCE (IJRIAS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6194 | DOI: 10.51584/IJRIAS |Volume X Issue IV April 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 112 

 

   

 

 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

6. Collier, P. (2007). The bottom billion: why the poorest countries are failing and what can be done about 

it, Oxford University Press, USA. 

7. Creswell, J. (2009). Research Design: Quantitative, Qualitative and Mixed- Method, 3rd edition, Los 

Ang.. (2018). Research Design: Quantitative, Qualitative and Mixed- Method Approaches, 5th edition, 

Los Ang, USA. 

8. Dougherty, E.J., Phaltzgraff, L.R. (1972). Contending Theories of International Relations. The 

Lippincott Series in International Politics under the editorship of Steven Muller; John Hopkins 

University, USA. 

9. Easterly, W. (2005). ‘Reliving the ‘50s: The big push, poverty traps, and takeoffs in economic 

development’. Working Papers no. 65, Center for Global Development. 

10. Easterly, W. (2006). The White Man’s Burden: why the west’s efforts to aid the rest have done so much 

ill and so little good, New York: Penguin Books. 

11. Economic Commission for Africa. (2004). Assessing Regional Integration in Africa. ECA Policy 

Research Report. Addis Ababa. 

12. Erasmus, G. (2011). Deeper Regional Integration in SADC. Will EPAs undermine the process? 

Working Paper, Trade Law Centre for Southern Africa. 

13. Deutsch, K., et al. (1957). Political Community and the North Atlantic Area: International 

Organization in the Light of Historical Experience. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 

14. . (1967), France, Germany, and the Western Alliance: A Study of Elite Attitudes on European 

Integration and World Politics. New York: Charles Scriber's Sons. 

15. Etzioni, A. (1965). Political Unification: A Comparative Study of Leaders and Forces, Holt, Rinehart 

and Winston, New York, 1965. 

16. Geertz, C. (1973). The interpretations of cultures. New York: Basic Books, Sage Publications, Ltd. 

17. Haas, B.E. (1958), The Uniting of Europe: Political, Social, and Economic Forces 1950-1957. Stanford: 

Stanford University Press. 

18. . (1958, 1968, 2004). The Uniting of Europe: Political, Social and Economic Forces; University of 

Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame, Indiana, USA. 

19. Haynes, J. (2008). Development studies: short introductions, Polity Press, Cambridge. 

20. Jemila Absdulai,J., Kagumire, R., Geoghegan, T. (2018).Independent Research Forum; Africa’s 

Agenda 2030: channeling the SDGs towards inclusive, resilient, and accountable development, Scoping 

Report August 2018. 

21. Kaydor, T. (2020). Development and Policy Dialogue: Contemporary Insights, Authorhouse, 

Bloomington, in, USA. 

22. Kaydor, T. (2018). Development and Policy Dialogue: Selected Essays, LAP LAMBERT Academic 

Publishing, SIA; OmniScriptum Publishing, Brivibas gatve 197, LV-1039, Riga Latvia, European 

Union. 

23. Kaydor, T. (2014). Liberian Democracy: a critique of the principle of checks and balances, Authorhouse, 

Bloomington, IN, USA. 

24. Keijzer, N., Krätke, F. van Seters, J. (2013): Meeting in the middle? Challenges and opportunities for EU 

cooperation with middle-income countries, Maastricht: ECDPM (Discussion Paper: No. 140, February). 

25. Keohane, R. O. (1984): After hegemony: cooperation and discord in the world political economy, 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

26. Lancaster, C. (2007). Foreign Aid: Diplomacy, Development and Domestic Politics; The University of 

Chicago Press, Chicago, and London. 

27. Leavy, P. (2017). Research Design: Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed Methods, Arts-Based, and 

Community Based Participatory Research Approaches, The Gilford Press, New York. 

28. Lindberg, L. (1963). The Political Dynamics of European Economic Integration. Stanford: Stanford 

University Press. 

29. Lindberg, L., Stuart, S. (1970). Europe's Would-Be Polity: Patterns of Change in the European 

Community. Englewood-Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc. 

30. Lindberg, L., Stuart, S. eds. (1971). Regional Integration: Theory and Research. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press. 

31. Moyo, D. (2009). Dead aid: why aid is not working and how there is a better way for Africa, New 

https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN APPLIED SCIENCE (IJRIAS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6194 | DOI: 10.51584/IJRIAS |Volume X Issue IV April 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 113 

 

   

 

 

York, USA. 

32. Mueller, M. (2010): Networks and states: the global politics of internet governance, Cambridge, MA.: 

MIT Press. 

33. Naím, M. (2009): Minilateralism: The magic number to get real international action, in: Foreign Policy, 

July/August. 

34. OECD. (2013). Aid to developing countries rebounds in 2013 to reach an all- time high, Organization 

of Economic Cooperation for Development. 

35. 2014, Fragile states 2014: domestic revenue mobilization in fragile states, Executive Summary, 

Introduction, Questions 1-3, POGO 8004 Brick, pp. 362-385. 

36. Patton, M. Q. (2002). Qualitative research and evaluation methods. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE. 

37. Pattberg, P. (2007): Private institutions and global governance: the new politics of environmental 

sustainability, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. 

38. Reinicke, W.H. / F. Deng (2000): Critic0al choices: the United Nations, networks, and the future of 

global governance, Ottawa: IDRC. 

39. Riddell, R. (2014). ‘Does foreign aid really work?’, Keynote address to the Australian Aid and 

International Development Workshop, 13 February, Australian National University, Canberra. 

40. Sachs, J. (2005). The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time, The Penguin Press, NY. 

41. Schiff, M., Winters, A. (2003). Regional Integration and Development. Washington D.C. The World 

Bank. 

42. Scriven, M. (1998). The meaning of bias. In R. Davis (Ed.), Proceedings of the Stake symposium on 

educational evaluation (pp. 13–24). Urbana, IL: Urbana University Press. 

43. Singh, K.M. (2006). Fundamentals of Research Methodology and Statistics, New Age International 

Publishers, New Delhi. 

44. Sindzingre, A.N. (2011). The conditions for long-term growth in sub-Saharan Africa: China as a model, 

a constraint, and an opportunity. Cahiers du Centre Working Papers No. 9, July 2011. Available: 

www.centredurkheim.fr. 

45. Slaughter, A.-M. (2004): A new world order, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

46. Thomas, S. (2005). The global resurgence of religion and the transformation of International Relations: 

the struggle for the soul of the Twenty-First Century, New York and Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 

UK. 

47. United Nations Charter. (1945).Sustainable Development Goals. (2016). United Nations Council for 

Economic and Social Affairs, https://sdgs.un.org/goals. 

48. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). (2007). The Least Developed 

Countries Report 2007. New York & Geneva: United Nations. ttps://unctad.org/system/files/official-

document/ldc2007_en.pdf.. (2011). World Investment Report 2011. Non-Equity Modes of International 

Production and Development. New York and Geneva: UNCTAD. 

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/wir2011_en.pdf. 

49. United Nations Charter, (1945). Chapter IIIV of the UN Charter predicted regionalism as key element 

of regional peace and security. 

50. Viljoen, W. (2011). Non-tariff barriers affecting trade in the COMESA- EAC- SADC Tripartite Free 

Trade Agreement, Working Paper, Trade Law Centre for Southern Africa. 

Articles in journals 

1. Axrold, R., Keohane, O. (1985): Achieving cooperation under anarchy: strategies and institutions, in: 

World Politics 38 (1), 226–254. 

2. Easterly, W. (2009). ‘The poor man’s burden’, Foreign Policy, Issue 170, pp.77- 81. 

3. Falkner, R. (2003): Private environmental governance and international relations: exploring the links, 

in: Global Environmental Politics 3 (2), 72–87. 

4. Griggs, D., et al. (2013). Sustainable development goals for people and planet. Nature 495(7441): 305–

307. http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/495305a. 

5. Haas, E. B. (1961). International Integration: The European and the Universal Process. International 

Organization 15(4), 366-392. 

6. Haas, E.B. (1967). 'The Uniting of Europe and the Uniting of Latin America', Journal of Common 

https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/
http://www.centredurkheim.fr/
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/wir2011_en.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/495305a


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN APPLIED SCIENCE (IJRIAS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6194 | DOI: 10.51584/IJRIAS |Volume X Issue IV April 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 114 

 

   

 

 

Market Studies 5, 315-343. 

7. Haas, E. B., Philippe, C.S. (1964), 'Economics and Differential Patterns of Political Integration: 

Projections about Unity in Latin America', International Organization 18(4). Also, in International 

Political Communities. An Anthology. Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor Books, 1966, pp. 259-299. 

8. Huwart, J.Y.,Verdier, L. (2013). Economic Globalization: Origins and Consequences. OECD

 Insights, OECD Publishing. http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264111899-en. 

9. Jazbec, M. (2009). European Integration Process Thirty Years After the End of the Cold War. European 

Perspectives − International Scientific Journal on European Perspectives volume 10, number 2 (18), pp 

127-152, October 2019. 

10. Kaydor, T. (2023). The effects of poor infrastructure on poverty reduction in post conflict Liberia; 

International Journal of Research and Innovation in Social Science (IJRISS) ISSN No. 2454-6186 | 

DOI: 10.47772/IJRISS |Volume VII & Issue I January 2023; 

https://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/Digital- Library/volume-7-issue-1/55-62.pdf; 

11. Kaydor, T. (2022). The Role of the International Criminal Court in Liberia’s Peace and Stability; 

International Journal of Research and Innovation in Social Science (IJRISS) | Volume VI, Issue VII, 

July 2022 | ISSN 2454–6186URL: https://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/Digital-

Library/volume-6-issue- 7/562-575.pdf. 

12. Kaydor, T.  (2022). International Cooperation: Fulcrum for  Sustainable Development; in 

W. Leal Filho et al. (eds.), Handbook of Sustainability Science in the  Future, Springer 

 Nature Switzerland  AG 2022, 

https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-3-030-68074-9_2- 1#DOI. 

13. Kaydor T. (2021) Cash Transfer: A Strategic Determinant for Poverty Reduction. In: Leal Filho W., 

Azul A.M., Brandli L., Lange Salvia A., Özuyar P.G., Wall T. (eds) No Poverty. Encyclopedia of the 

UN Sustainable Development Goals. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319- 69625-

6_107-1. 

14. Kaydor, T. (2014). ‘What might Africa-China bilateral relationship be in 2030’, in A.S Patel, J.S.G 

Teo, & S.W Dempsey (eds), Global Perspectives on International Affairs: Collection of Essays, Forum 

for Global Affairs, ANU, Canberra, Australia, pp. 107-125. 

15. Poku, N., Whitman, J. (2011). ‘The Millennium Development Goals: challenges, prospects & 

opportunities’, Third World Quarterly, vol.32, no.1, pp 3-8. 

16. Ratzan, S. (2010).‘Testimony on achieving Millennium Development Goals’, Journal of Health 

Communication, vol. 15, no. 8, pp. 821-4. 

17. Raustiala, K. (2002): The architecture of international cooperation: transgovernmental networks and the 

future of international law, in: Virginia Journal of International Law 43 (1), 1–92. 

18. Schäferhoff, M., Campe, S., Kaan, C. (2009). Transnational public-private partnerships in international 

relations: making sense of concepts, research frameworks, and results, in: International Studies Review, 

Vol. 11, Issue 3, September, 451–474. 

19. Slaughter, A.M., Zaring. (2007). Networking goes international: An update, in: Annual Review of Law 

and Social Sciences 2, 211–229. 

20. Tuluy, H. (2016). Regional Economic Integration in Africa. Global Journal of Emerging Market 

Economies. 2016;8(3):334-354. doi:10.1177/0974910116677790. 

21. Vandemoortele, J. (2011). ‘If not the Millennium Development Goals, then what?’ Third World 

Quarterly, vol.32, no.1, pp. 9-25. 

Book Chapters/encyclopedia, et al.: 

1. Afadameh-Adeyemi, A., Kalula, E. (2011). SADC at 30: Re-examining the Legal and Institutional 

Anatomy of the Southern African Development Community, In: Bösl, A. et al. (eds.), Monitoring 

Regional Integration in Southern Africa, Yearbook Vol. 10 – 2010. Stellenbosch: Trade Law Centre for 

Southern Africa. 

2. Beisheim, M., Campe, M., Schäferhoff. (2010): Global governance through public-private-partnerships, 

in: Enderlein, H. / S. Wälti / M. Zürn (eds.): Handbook on multi-level governance, Edward Elgar 

Publishing, 370–382. 

3. Collier, P. (2000). Africa’s comparative advantage; in Jalilian, H., Tribe, M. & Weiss, J. (eds.), 

https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264111899-en
http://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/Digital-
http://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/Digital-Library/volume-6-issue-
http://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/Digital-Library/volume-6-issue-
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-3-030-68074-9_2-1#DOI
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-3-030-68074-9_2-1#DOI
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69625-6_107-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69625-6_107-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69625-6_107-1


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN APPLIED SCIENCE (IJRIAS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6194 | DOI: 10.51584/IJRIAS |Volume X Issue IV April 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 115 

 

   

 

 

Industrial Development and Policy in Africa – Issues of De- Industrialization and Development 

Strategy. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar. 

4. Grunberg, I., Stem, M. (1999): Defining global public goods, in: Kaul, I. / I. Grunberg / M. Stern (eds.): 

Global public goods: international cooperation in the 21st century, New York: Oxford University Press. 

5. Hass, E.B. (1971). ’The Study of Regional Integration', in Regional Integration; Theory and Research, 

Lindberg, L., and Scheingold, S.A., (ed.), Harvard University Press, Cambridge. 

6. Kaydor T 2021, Cash Transfer: A Strategic Determinant for Poverty Reduction. In: Leal Filho W., Azul 

A.M., Brandli L., Lange Salvia A., Özuyar P.G., Wall T. (eds) No Poverty. Encyclopedia of the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69625-6_107-1. 

7. Laursen, F. (2008). Theory and Practice of Regional Integration; Jean Monnet/Robert Schuman Paper 

Series Vol. 8 No. 3; February 2008, Miami- Florida European Union Center of Excellence, Miami 

University, USA. 

8. Leal Filho W., de Sousa L.O., Pretorius R. (2021). Prospects of Sustainable Development in Africa. In: 

Leal Filho W., Pretorius R., de Sousa L.O. (eds) Sustainable Development in Africa. World 

Sustainability Series. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74693-3_40. 

9. McCarthy, C. (2007). Is African economic integration in need of a paradigm change? Thinking out of 

the box on African integration. In: Bösl, A. et al. (eds.), Monitoring Regional Integration in Southern 

Africa, Yearbook Vol. 6 – 2007. Stellenbosch: Trade Law Centre for Southern Africa. 

10. McCord, G., Sachs, J.D., Wing, T.W. (2005). Understanding African Poverty: Beyond the Washington 

Consensus to the Millennium Development Goals Approach. In Teunissen, J.J. & Akkerman, A. (eds.), 

Africa in the World Economy – The National, Regional and International Challenges. The Hague: 

FONDAD. 

11. Thomas, C, Reader, M. (2001). ‘Development and inequality’, in B. White, R. Little and M. Smith 

(eds), Issues in World Politics, Basingstoke, Palgrave, pp.74-92. 

12. Wallace, W. (1990). Introduction: the Dynamics of European integration. In Wallace (ed.) Dynamics of 

European Integration, pp. 1-24. Pinter Publishers, London. 

13. Williamson, J. (2005). ‘The Washington Consensus as policy prescription for development’, Chapter 3 

in Besley, T, and Zagha, R., Development Challenges in the 1990s: leading policymakers speak from 

experience, World Bank and Oxford University Press. 

E-sources: 

1. Accra Agenda for Action. (2008). E-source: viewed 10 December 2020, 

<effectivecooperation.org/files/resources/Accra%20Agenda%20for%20Action 

%20in%20Brief%20ENGLISH.pdf>. 

2. African Agriculture: https://au.int/en/agricultural-

development#:~:text=Through%20CAADP%2C%20African%20governments%20are,at%20least%206%

25%20per%20annum. 

3. ACFTA Secretariat: (2020). e-source: https://afcfta.au.int/en/documents/2020- 12-28/state-parties-

ratification-status-list. 

4. Abuja Treaty (1991): 

https://www.google.com/search?q=1991+abuja+threaty&rlz=1C1JZAP_enLR9 

68LR968&oq=1&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i271l3j69i60j69i61j69i60.3437j0j 

7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8. 

5. African Union Website 2021, 2000. 

6. African World Data: https://www.worlddata.info/africa/index.php. 

7. OECD. (2014). E-source: viewed 15 December 

2020,<www.oecd.org/general/organisationforeuropeaneconomicco- operation.htm>. 

8. Economic Commission for Africa. (2010). Assessing Regional Integration in Africa IV: Enhancing 

Intra-African Trade.-sources Available: http://www.uneca.org/aria4/index.htm; viewed 26 July 2021. 

9. Fofack, H. (2018). A Competitive Africa: Economic Integration could make the continent a global 

player. Finance and Development, December 2018, v. 55, no.4. e-source: viewed 1 August 2021; 

file:///C:/Users/thkay/OneDrive%20-

%20Australian%20National%20University/PhD%20Galilee/Read%20Literatur e/afcfta-economic-

https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69625-6_107-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74693-3_40
https://au.int/en/agricultural-development#%3A~%3Atext%3DThrough%20CAADP%2C%20African%20governments%20are%2Cat%20least%206%25%20per%20annum
https://au.int/en/agricultural-development#%3A~%3Atext%3DThrough%20CAADP%2C%20African%20governments%20are%2Cat%20least%206%25%20per%20annum
https://au.int/en/agricultural-development#%3A~%3Atext%3DThrough%20CAADP%2C%20African%20governments%20are%2Cat%20least%206%25%20per%20annum
https://www.google.com/search?q=1991%2Babuja%2Bthreaty&rlz=1C1JZAP_enLR968LR968&oq=1&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i271l3j69i60j69i61j69i60.3437j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=1991%2Babuja%2Bthreaty&rlz=1C1JZAP_enLR968LR968&oq=1&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i271l3j69i60j69i61j69i60.3437j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=1991%2Babuja%2Bthreaty&rlz=1C1JZAP_enLR968LR968&oq=1&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i271l3j69i60j69i61j69i60.3437j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.worlddata.info/africa/index.php
http://www.oecd.org/general/organisationforeuropeaneconomicco-
http://www.uneca.org/aria4/index.htm
file:///C:/Users/thkay/OneDrive%20-%20Australian%20National%20University/PhD%20Galilee/Read%20Literature/afcfta-economic-integration-in-africa-fofack.pdf
file:///C:/Users/thkay/OneDrive%20-%20Australian%20National%20University/PhD%20Galilee/Read%20Literature/afcfta-economic-integration-in-africa-fofack.pdf
file:///C:/Users/thkay/OneDrive%20-%20Australian%20National%20University/PhD%20Galilee/Read%20Literature/afcfta-economic-integration-in-africa-fofack.pdf
file:///C:/Users/thkay/OneDrive%20-%20Australian%20National%20University/PhD%20Galilee/Read%20Literature/afcfta-economic-integration-in-africa-fofack.pdf


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN APPLIED SCIENCE (IJRIAS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6194 | DOI: 10.51584/IJRIAS |Volume X Issue IV April 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 116 

 

   

 

 

integration-in-africa-fofack.pdf. 

10. Fuentes-Nieva (2022). E-source: https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/may-2022/growing-hunger-

high- food-prices-africa-dont-have-become-worse-tragedy 

11. Haddad, L. (2013): Development research: the shape of things to come, in: The Guardian 16 August 

2013; e-source: http://www.theguardian.com/global- development-professionals-

network/2013/aug/16/development-research- future-impact, viewed July 26, 2020. 

12. Health Poverty Action. (2014). Honest Accounts? The true story of Africa’s billion dollars loses;

 London, UK; e-source: viewed 10 October 2014,<www.healthpovertyaction.org/wp- 

content/uploads/downloads/2014/07/Honest-Accounts-report-v4-web.pdf>. 

13. Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and United Nations Office of the 

Special Adviser on Africa. (2011). Economic Diversification in Africa: A Review of Selected 

Countries. e-source: http://www.un.org/africa/osaa/reports/economic_diversification_africa_2011Ja 

n.pdf; viewed 26 July 2021. 

14. Santamaria, C. (2014). Foreign aid spending by OECD-DAC donors rose to all- time high in 2013, 

Devex (online edition), 9 April, viewed 15 December 2020; e-source: 

<https://www.devex.com/news/foreign-aid-spending-by-oecd-dac- donors-rose-to-all-time-high-in-

2013-83265>. 

15. Sustainable Development Goals. (2016). United Nations Council for Economic and Social Affairs; e-

source: https://sdgs.un.org/goals; viewed 2 February 2021. 

16. United Nations 2006, UN Millennium Project 2006, United Nations, New York; e-source:viewed 27

 December 2020,<www.unmillenniumproject.org/press/07.htm>. 

17. United Nations University 2012, What is the new deal with fragile states? Policy Brief, no.1. e-source: 

viewed 20 December 2020, file:///C:/Users/Helen.garbo/Downloads/UNUpb2012-1.pdf>. 

Legal documents: 

1. Agenda 2063: (2021). The Africa we want. Background Note(2015). viewed 29 July

 2021.https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/33126-doc- 01_background_note.pdf. 

2. Agreement establishing the Africa Continental Free Trade Agreement. (2018). 

3. Abuja Treaty of the African Economic Community. (1991): 

https://www.google.com/search?q=1991+abuja+threaty&rlz=1C1JZAP_enLR9 

68LR968&oq=1&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i271l3j69i60j69i61j69i60.3437j0j 

7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8. 

4. Constitutive Act of the African Union. (2000). https://au.int/sites/default/files/pages/34873-file 

constitutiveact_en.pdf. 

5. Organization for African Unity Charter.(1963). 

https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/7759-file-oau_charter_1963.pdf. 

6. The Treaty of Rome. (1957): 

(https://www.equalrightstrust.org/sites/default/files/ertdocs//rometreaty.pdf). 

https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/
file:///C:/Users/thkay/OneDrive%20-%20Australian%20National%20University/PhD%20Galilee/Read%20Literature/afcfta-economic-integration-in-africa-fofack.pdf
http://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/may-2022/growing-hunger-high-
http://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/may-2022/growing-hunger-high-
ttp://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-n
ttp://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-n
ttp://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-n
http://www.healthpovertyaction.org/wp-
http://www.un.org/africa/osaa/reports/economic_diversification_africa_2011Jan.pdf
http://www.un.org/africa/osaa/reports/economic_diversification_africa_2011Jan.pdf
http://www.devex.com/news/foreign-aid-spending-by-oecd-dac-
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/press/07.htm
file:///C:/Users/Helen.garbo/Downloads/UNUpb2012-1.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?q=1991%2Babuja%2Bthreaty&rlz=1C1JZAP_enLR968LR968&oq=1&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i271l3j69i60j69i61j69i60.3437j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=1991%2Babuja%2Bthreaty&rlz=1C1JZAP_enLR968LR968&oq=1&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i271l3j69i60j69i61j69i60.3437j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=1991%2Babuja%2Bthreaty&rlz=1C1JZAP_enLR968LR968&oq=1&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j0i271l3j69i60j69i61j69i60.3437j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pages/34873-file-constitutiveact_en.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pages/34873-file-constitutiveact_en.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/7759-file-oau_charter_1963.pdf
https://www.equalrightstrust.org/sites/default/files/ertdocs/rometreaty.pdf

	Impact of Regional Integration on Poverty Reduction in Africa
	ABSTRACT
	INTRODUCTION
	THE STATE OF POVERTY IN AFRICA
	REGIONAL INTEGRATION ON POVERTY REDUCTION IN AFRICA
	Graph 3: Continental progress in Africa at aspirational level in 2022
	Graph 4: Regional Progress in AFRICA at Aspiration-level
	Conditions for achieving African Union’s aspirations in the Agenda 2063
	REGIONAL INTEGRATION GAINS OF THE AU
	THE STATUS OF THE SDGS IMPLEMENTATION IN AFRICA
	CONCLUSION
	BIBLIOGRAPHY: INDEPENDENT PUBLICATIONS/OFFICIAL REPORTS
	Articles in journals
	Book Chapters/encyclopedia, et al.:
	E-sources:
	Legal documents:

