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Abstract: - By the first half of the 19th century, the East India
Company had brought major portions of India under its
control. While British historians called it the Sepoy Mutiny,
Indian historians named it the Revolt of 1857 or the First
War of Indian Independence. The Revolt of 1857 had been
preceded by a series of disturbances in different parts of the
country from the late eighteenth century onwards.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Indian Rebellion of 1857 refers to a rebellion in India
against the rule of the East India Company, that ran from
May 1857 to June 1858. The rebellion began as a mutiny
of sepoys of the East India Company's army on 10 May
1857, in the cantonment of the town of Meerut, and soon
escalated into other mutinies and civilian rebellions
largely in the upper Gangetic plain and central India, with
the major hostilities confined to present-day Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, northern Madhya Pradesh, and the Delhi
region. The rebellion posed a considerable threat to East
India Company power in that region, and was contained
only with the fall of Gwalior on 20 June 1858. The
rebellion is also known as India's First War of
Independence, the Great Rebellion, the Indian Rebellion,
the Indian Mutiny, the Revolt of 1857, the Rebellion of
1857, the Uprising of 1857, the Sepoy Rebellion, the
Indian Insurrection and the Sepoy Mutiny.

in May 1857 the famous Battle of Shamli took place
between the forces of Haji Imdadullah and the British
army which ultimately drew an end with complete
freedom from British tyrannical clutches after 90 years in
August 1947.

Il. BIHAR ROLE IN 1857 REVOLTS

Although the British East India Company had established
a presence in India as far back as 1612, and earlier

administered the factory areas established for trading
purposes, its victory in the Battle of Plassey in 1757
marked the beginning of its firm foothold in Eastern India.
The victory was consolidated in 1764 at the Battle of
Buxar, when the East India Company army defeated
Mughal emperor, Shah Alam Il. After his defeat, the
Mughal Emperor granted the Company the right for
"collection of Revenue" in the provinces of Bengal, Bihar,
and Odisha known as "Diwani" to the Company.

Hastings recruited farther west from the high-caste rural
Rajputs and Bhumihar Brahmins of Awadh and Bihar, a
practice that continued for the next 75 years. However, in
order to forestall any social friction, the Company also
took pains to adapt its military practices to the
requirements of their religious rituals. Consequently, these
soldiers dined in separate facilities; in addition, overseas
service, considered polluting to their caste, was not
required of them, and the army soon came officially to
recognise Hindu festivals. "This encouragement of high
caste ritual status, however, left the government
vulnerable to protest, even mutiny, whenever the sepoys
detected infringement of their prerogatives.

The aftermath of the rebellion has been the focus of new
work using Indian sources and population studies. In The
Last Mughal, historian William Dalrymple examines the
effects on the Muslim population of Delhi after the city
was retaken by the British and finds that intellectual and
economic control of the city shifted from Muslim to
Hindu hands because the British, at that time, saw an
Islamic hand behind the mutiny

The Muslims in India rebelled against the repressive
colonial power of the East India Company because it had
been usurping their lands under the slightest pretext and
looting the poor masses through heavy taxes. The
Muslims were in the forefront of the 1857 war of
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independence and often had to face in combat fellow
Indians in the British army ranks.

The Mutiny, as the British labelled the 1857 War of
Independence, started from Meerut on May 10, 1857
where 85 sepoys were court-marshalled for refusing to
obey the orders. Low ranking Muslim soldiers rebelled
against the insulting behaviour of their superiors, killed
British officers, freed their comrades, and destroyed the
Company offices. With their slogan of "March to Delhi",
they arrived at the outskirts of the Red Fort. They entered
the city through the Kashmiri Gate and affirmed their
allegiance to Bahadur Shah Zafar, the nominal Mughal
emperor.

CONCLUSION

In this paper we studied about Muslims’ role in 1857
revolt. Their many untold story so we know about some
stories.
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