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I. INTRODUCTION 

he ‘Voices in the City’ is one of the best creations by 

Anita Desai. This great story has a life of the middle 

class intellectuals of Calcutta. A story of a Bohemian 

brother and his two sisters caught in the crosscurrents of 

changing social values. The story tries to show a vivid 

picture of India’s social transition-a phase in which the 

older elements are not altogether dead, and the emergent 

ones not fully evolved. 

II. ANITA DESIA 

Anita Desai was born in Mussoorie, India June 24, 1937 

to a German mother and a Bengali father. She got her 

preliminary education –from Queen Mary’s school and 

passed bachelor’s.[6] While Desai has taught for years at 

Mount Holyoke and MIT, and spends most of the year 

outside of India, As she said, she considers herself lucky 

for having not left India until late in her life. Her 

published works include adult novels, children's books 

and short stories. She is a member of the Advisory Board 

for English of the National Academy of Letters in Delhi 

and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature in 

London. Anita Mazumdar Desai is an Indian novelist and 

Emeritus John E. Burchard Professor of Humanities at the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She has been 

shortlisted for the Booker prize three times. 

III. VOICES IN THE CITY 

Anita Desai's Voices in the City is best described as 

brilliant. Very impressive. It is written by Anita desai in 

such a way that it in itself a picture or portrait of entire 

article. She wrote it with lots of love, care and emotions 

which can be seen clearly in the article. She relates the 

scene very well from one scenario to another one. Like 

always this book is not just for reading. Detailed 

description of each and every minute aspect of the scene 

gives us a chance to imagine the entire story as if it was 

happening right in front of our very face. 

 It is a blunt portrayal of the life of financially limited 

people living in the city. The descriptions of the 

environment through the author’s words are 

commendable. Every line, every page brings a new set of 

images to mind. She succeeds in creating a living, 

imaginative and eloquent impression of India. Anita packs 

her pages with the things to see and sounds and smells 

and people of Calcutta, a Calcutta whose streets are full of 

smoke and rain and sunlight and the scream of life. 

The story starts with the background picture of Calcutta. It 

is based on the life of the middle class family in Calcutta. 

A story of a Bohemian brother and his two sisters. Nirode 

and his 2 sisters, Amla and Monisha. They brought up in a 

luxury lifestyle and magnificence by an over indulgent 

mother, Nirode settles down in Calcutta and becomes 

engrossed in its bohemian life, while his elder sister, 

Monisha lives out a servile existence within the rigid and 

stiff confines of a traditional Hindu family. The third one 

Amla sees the city as a monster. Nirode sacrifices 

everything for his career, and Monisha cannot bear her 

stifling existence in the household of a wealthy old 

Calcutta family. In the end she leaves us with a picture of 

a dark avatar overlooking this din and dump of humanity, 

offering both hope and destruction. 

It is a kind of love poem to Calcutta. Just in the final 

pages alone she describes a female street performer so 

thin and wretched that her poverty has destroyed her sex, 

canceling out the roles of lover and mother, leaving a 

professional hermaphrodite and, a few pages later, writes 

of an airplane, a silver bird, diving out of the sky with 

shrill accusation. 

They caught in the crosscurrents of changing social 

values. The story reflects a bright picture of India's social 

shift - a phase in which the older elements are not 

altogether dead, and the sprouting ones not fully evolved. 

The novel describes the harsh effects of the metropolitan 

living upon an Indian family. The whole novel is filled 

with images made with this kind of energy. It's 

remarkable writing, remarkable prose styling. This is a 

brilliant novel, full of light and darkness, life and death. 
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